
The Trump administration is dragging the
United States into a war with Iran that
could engulf the whole region and could
quickly turn into a global conflict of

unpredictable scope and the gravest conse-
quences.
The people of the world need to rise up and stop
it. For all who believe in peace, for all who are
opposed to yet another catastrophic war, now is
the time to take action. On Saturday, January 25 in
cities across the globe, there will be protests against
a new war in the Middle East. Please join us. 

Initiators for this call include the ANSWER Coalition,
CODEPINK, Popular Resistance, Black Alliance for Peace,
National Iranian-American Council (NIAC), Veterans
For Peace, US Labor Against the War (USLAW), Women’s
International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF),
United National Anti-War Committee, Pastors for
Peace/Interreligious Foundation for Community Organ-
ization, International Action Center, United For Peace
and Justice, Alliance For Global Justice (AFGJ), December
12th Movement, World Beyond War, Dorothy Day
Catholic Worker, Dominican Sisters/ICAN, Nonviolence
International, Food Not Bombs and many other anti-
war and peace organizations.
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1.—No war on Iran
s you have already received, the Interna-
tional Committee of Liaison and
Exchanges received the call launched by
several American organisations inviting
to organise a global day of protest, Satur-

day 25 January, “No War on Iran!”
The ICLE, which, in its final declaration, declared
itself “for organising an international day against
wars and repression”, naturally relays this call.
Initiatives of gatherings the 25 have already been
taken, as far as we know, in response to this call in
France, Spain, Switzerland…
You will again find the call below.

Sat. Jan. 25 – Global Day of Protest – No War On Iran!
The People of the World Say: No War On Iran!

We cite excerpts of the interview in Infor-
mations ouvrières, 16 January, with Brian
Becker, national director of ANSWER (Act
Now to Stop the War and Racism):

“On Saturday, January 4, we initiated a
Day of Action against the U.S. assassina-
tions in Baghdad airport. Demonstrations

took place that day in 90 cities and towns
throughout the United States. 
On Saturday, January 25, there will be a
Global Day of Protest to demand “No War
with Iran!” and “US Troops Out of Iraq &
the Middle East!” These demonstrations
will take place in countries around the
world and in scores of cities around the

United States. (…)
We are in discussions right now with trade
union leadership at the national and local
level around the country about labor’s
participation in the Global Day of Protest.
(…)
The majority of people in the United States
are fed up with endless war.”
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The congress of the POI, gathered 14
December 2019, informed of the propos-
al by the International Committee of
Liaison and Exchanges (ICLE) to organ-
ise an international day against wars and

repression, notably “against the engagement of
French and American troops in Africa and the Mid-
dle East”, takes up this proposal as its own and
decides to organise it in France.

We have heard the speech by the delegate from
Mali to the ICLE at the meeting organised by the POI,
30 November – also pronounced in the name of the
delegates from Niger and Burkina Faso –, demanding
the withdrawal of the French Barkhane force from
the Sahel: “There is no anti-French feeling in Mali, in
Burkina Faso, in Niger, but only the manifest will to
say to the authorities that enough is enough and,
really, enough is enough. We are attached to our hon-
our and our dignity. Too much is too much! Go, go,
go!”

The congress unconditionally supports this
demand.

While the Macron government is engaged in a ver-
itable operation of national union to support the con-
tinuation of the French intervention following the
death of thirteen soldiers of the Barkhane force in
Mali, the congress of the POI declares:

- The truth is that, since the destruction of Libya
in 2011 by bombardments decided by Sarkozy with
the support of NATO, the countries of the Sahel have
been in danger, further aggravated by Hollande’s deci-
sion to militarily intervene in Mali in 2013, then in
all of the Sahel;

- The truth is that the more foreign troops and mil-
itary bases (French, American…) are numerous in
Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso, the more the massacres
are numerous, the more these countries plunge into
chaos.

Hundreds of thousands of inhabitants (800,000
for Burkina Faso alone) have been thrown out of their
homes, parked in camps in conditions as inhumane
as they are precarious, opening the way for new
humanitarian disasters.

And this is the same Macron government that
imposes quotas on immigrants and promotes the
agreements of the European Union with governments,
such as the mafia government of Libya, to close the
borders to migrants!

Macron, who wants to be a warlord, has himself
admitted the true reasons for the French intervention:
“Africa is not only a continent of crises, it is a continent
of the future; we cannot leave it alone”, he said, 27
November 2017. The truth is that France wants to pil-
lage the resources in uranium, gold, oil and gas, all
the wealth with which the region abounds.

For all these reasons, in the framework of the pro-
posal by the ICLE against wars and repression, the
congress of the POI, aware of its responsibility in the
face of its own imperialism, has decided to lead a
campaign: “Withdrawal of the Barkhane troops, not
a single French soldier in the Sahel, withdrawal of all
the imperialist troops!”

A mass campaign directed at those in power to
express the aspiration of the overwhelming majority
of the population for peace and democracy and to
demand they withdraw the troops.

A mass campaign directed at the Members of Par-
liament who declare they defend the interests of the
workers and democracy for them to declare them-
selves for the withdrawal of the French troops.

The congress has decided to address itself to all
the labour and democratic organisations in order to
develop common action to this end.

Resolution adopted unanimously

2.—Withdrawal of French troops from the Sahel
Fifteen days after the end of the works of the ICLE, in response to the request formulated by several African delegations at the
ICLE, the national congress of the POI adopted the following call:

An initiative, as a follow-up to this call, is being prepared in France.
Demonstrations and positions are multiplying in several countries of the Sahel: 10 January, in Bamako, in Mali,
a demonstration to demand the withdrawal of French troops, who also lead the Minusma (troops under UN mandate)
and its 15,000 men. “Down with France, Barkhane must leave!”; such was the watchword.
And it is not the 13 January summit, in the French city of Pau, bringing together Macron and the heads of state 
of five countries of the Sahel, that will make the demand for the withdrawal of the French troops disappear.

In response to the proposal made by the ICLE 
for an international day against wars and repression

FOR THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE BARKHANE TROOPS, 
NOT A SINGLE FRENCH SOLDIER IN THE SAHEL!



! Ports and Docks
Strike renewed in the big ports
100% on strike, 
Tuesday 14 January
In Nantes-Saint-Lazaire, all the ter-
minals were blocked, according to the
CGT. “Nothing leaves, nothing comes
in. The boats cannot be unloaded. The
dockers are 100% on strike”, declares
Patrick Joly, assistant general secretary
of the CGT union of the port and dock
workers on the site.
In Marseille, the access doors to the
port were also blocked, except one to
let cruise boats leave, indicated Pascal
Galéoté, a CGT official. The strikers
planned to close all access doors, with-
out exception, in the afternoon. Road
access is also blocked and does not
allow the trucks to reach the freight
zone, the management of the big port
of Marseille confirmed. Tuesday,
“There is 100% participation in the
seven big seaports, and it’s nearly
100% in nearly all the other ports
where the CGT is present”, such as
Calais, Cherbourg, Saint-Malo, Lorient,
Bastia or Ajaccio, affirmed Tony Haut-
bois, general secretary of the federa-
tion.
(Sources: AFP, correspondent)

! Bank of France
General Assembly 
of the employees of the
Paris-La Courneuve centre
The employees of Paris-La Courneuve
and the North fiduciary centre of the
Bank of France have decided to begin
a renewable strike process beginning
Monday 13 January.
These centres are notably in charge
of supplying bills for ATMs.
The employees, the morning of Tues-
day 14 January, gathered in a general
assembly in front of the centre to vote
to continue the strike: thirty deter-
mined agents were present and voted
to renew. They reported, service by
service, on the number of strikers,
reaffirmed their determination to con-
tinue the movement for the with-
drawal of the retirement reform and
to enlarge it in their enterprise. Con-
sidering the number on strike, they
confirmed that there would very well
be a blockage of the supply of bills by
their centre. After the following day’s
general assembly, they decided to go
to talk with agents of the Bank of
France in order to enlarge the strike.

3.—Some news on the situation in France

December, the massive
strike began at the RATP
(Autonomous Parisian
Transportation Administra-
tion, notably including the

metro and bus lines) and the rail workers
for the withdrawal of Macron’s counter-
reform of retirement.

Over 40 days of a movement, joined
by many other sectors, where it is the
general assemblies that decide.

Obviously, at the moment this letter
is published (18 January), we cannot
know what the next developments will
be.

Thursday, 16 January, the newspaper
Informations ouvrières provided us with
some information:

“Nothing is happening 
as planned”

The lawyers, called to strike by the
National Bar Council (which is itself
exceptional), are massively mobilised.
Tens of them, in Caen, threw their robes
at the feet of a stammering and dis-
traught Minister of Justice.

The government wanted to smother
the strike. Since 7 January, all the refineries
are on strike, the ports are blocked… In
education, hundreds of general assemblies
are being held. 9 January, there were again
over a million demonstrating throughout
the country.  The mass does not want the
retirement reform; they do not want the
transformation of society wanted by
Macron in the interests of the pension
funds. The intense class struggle devel-
oping in the country since 5 December,
the irruption from below, aggravates the
political crisis (…).

“The pivot age is withdrawn” 
… FALSE! It is kept!

Since 11 January, the government,
the CFDT, Unsa (1) and a number of
medias sources have explained: “The
pivot age is withdrawn.”

False! It is kept. It is even written in
black and white in Edouard Philippe’s
letter. And with reason: this measure is
consubstantial to Macron’s project.

So, everything is kept. And to imple-
ment this entirely reactionary reform, the
Prime Minister is putting into place a
framework in which the unions would be
transformed into transmission belts, exe-
cuting the government’s objectives (…).

Authoritarian headlong rush 
of a regime in crisis

A headlong rush by a regime in crisis,
weakened, increasingly hated: at the
moment when the government and the
leaders of the CFDT and Unsa are com-
ing to an agreement, those in power are
unleashing repression against those who
demonstrate. 9 January, then 11 January,
in Amiens, Nantes, Paris, the demon-
strations gave rise to tens of arrests, arbi-
trary placings in police custody and
savage beatings. The next day, in the
France 2 television news studio, the
Prime Minister threatened the strikers,
repeating several times that the strike
must be stopped and that there must be
no fear to use force. 14 January, teachers
gathered in a general assembly in Saint-
Denis declared:

“Observing that the Prime Minister
affirms: ‘we will go all the way with the
reform’ and that ‘force must sometimes
be used to restore order’ (…), the general
assembly has decided to call for and to
help to amplify the strike 14, 15 and 16
January and the following days until the
withdrawal (of the retirement reform –
translator’s note). The government leaves
us no other choice.”

Union organisations that fundamentally share
the objective of the governmental counter-reform
but simply refuse the putting into place of a “pivot
age” of 64 years old, below which employees would
lose part of their pension.
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