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The	political	trial	organised	by	the	Military	Tribunal	of	Blida	rendered	its	political	verdict	 late	in	the	

night	 of	 24	 to	 25	 September	 2019	 after	 an	 expeditious	 judicial	 farce	 riddled	 with	 lies.	 Louisa	

Hanoune,	General	Secretary	of	the	Workers’	Party,	was	condemned	to	15	years	of	hard	prison	 in	a	

trial	where	everything	possible	was	done	to	amalgamate	her	fate	with	that	of	the	other	defendants,	

who	 had	 assumed	 high	 functions	 in	 the	 system,	 with	 the	 goal	 of	 depriving	 her	 of	 the	 status	 of	

political	prisoner.	

The	PT	rejects	this	shameful	trial,	which	criminalises	political	action.	

Her	participation	in	the	27	March	meeting	with	Said	Bouteflika,	Advisor	to	the	ousted	president,	still	

in	office	at	that	date,	to	give	her	point	of	view	on	the	political	solution	has	been	used	as	an	alibi	to	

throw	her	in	prison,	to	silence	her	and	isolate	her	from	the	revolution	underway.	

The	PT	reminds	of	what	its	General	Secretary	said	at	this	meeting:	

The	resignation	of	President	Abdelaziz	Bouteflika,	the	resignation	of	the	government,	the	dissolution	

of	 the	 two	houses	of	parliament	and	giving	 the	 floor	 to	 the	people	 to	elect	a	National	Constituent	

Assembly.	

Demands	relayed	by	millions	of	Algerian	men	and	women	for	months:	the	departure	of	the	system,	

of	its	institutions,	of	its	symbols,	of	its	practices…	

Everything	 possible	 has	 been	 done	 by	 those	 in	 de	 facto	 power	 to	 tarnish	 the	 image	 of	 Louisa	

Hanoune	and	her	 track	record	as	an	opponent	 to	 the	system,	which	has	 thus	decided	to	make	her	

pay	for	her	constant	positions	against	it	and	present	her	as	its	relation.	

Louisa	Hanoune	has	fought	the	single-party	system	for	forty	years.	She	opposed	it	clandestinely	and	

was	twice	arrested	and	imprisoned.	In	1983-1984,	she	spent	6	months	in	prison	for	having	militated	

against	 the	 family	 code	 and	 for	women’s	 rights.	 In	 1988,	 she	was	 again	 kidnaped	 for	 72	 hours	 by	

military	 security	when	 the	 regime	was	bloodily	 repressing	 the	October	 revolt	of	 that	 year,	notably	

with	the	murder	of	500	young	people.	

At	the	founding	of	the	Workers’	Party	in	1990,	the	question	of	the	departure	of	the	system/regime	

by	means	of	the	National	Constituent	Assembly	was	written	into	its	founding	program.	This	program	

was	submitted	at	the	time	to	the	Minister	of	the	Interior	to	legalise	the	PT.	Louisa	Hanoune	has	not	

stopped	defending	it	for	years	as	the	spokesperson,	then	General	Secretary	of	the	party.	

Louisa	Hanoune	opposed	the	stopping	of	the	electoral	process	 in	1991	that	opened	the	way	to	the	

national	tragedy.	

Louisa	Hanoune	rejected	 the	 regime’s	 security	 solution	and	 took	part,	along	with	historical	 leaders	

such	as	Ait	Ahmed,	Mehri,	Benbella,	Ali	Yahia…	in	the	contract	of	Rome	in	1994/1995	to	re-establish	

peace.	 A	 peace	 re-established	 after	 hundreds	 of	 thousands	 of	 deaths,	 thousands	 missing	 and	

immeasurable	damage.	

She	opposed	with	 all	 her	might	 the	 International	Monetary	 Fund	 (IMF)	 structural	 adjustment	 plan	

and	 its	 devastating	 repercussions	 on	 the	 country	 (1.2	 million	 workers	 fired	 and	 1500	 businesses	

closed)	 in	 the	 1990s,	 in	 defence	 of	 the	 sovereignty	 of	 Algeria	 and	 against	 its	 submission	 to	

international	capital.	

Louisa	Hanoune,	along	with	the	PT	that	she	leads,	has	fought	the	policy	of	privatisation/	selling	off	of	

public	property.	She	has	greatly	contributed	to	the	realisation	of	important	victories	for	the	Algerian	



nation,	 notably	 the	 renationalisation	 of	 the	 El	 Hadjar	 steel	 complex,	 the	 withdrawal	 of	 the	

hydrocarbon	privatisation	 law	and	 the	safeguarding	of	 the	gains	of	 independence.	 Louisa	Hanoune	

and	 the	 PT	 have	 fought	 for	 the	 re-opening	 of	 the	 closed	 enterprises.	 To	 protect	 the	 national	

economy,	she	has	militated	for	the	51/49	rule,	with	the	predominance	of	the	state.	A	rule	that	those	

currently	in	power	are	calling	into	question	in	the	2020	finance	bill	to	satisfy	foreign	powers.	Louisa	

Hanoune	 and	 the	 PT	 have	 always	 fought	 for	 the	 official	 recognition	 of	 the	 Tamazight	 language,	

culture	and	identity.	

Louisa	Hanoune	has	refused	to	integrate	any	of	the	Bouteflika	governments	since	1999.	

In	 2015,	 with	 combatants	 from	 the	 Algerian	 revolution	 such	 as	 Lakhdar	 Bouregâa,	 Zohra	 Drif,	

Guerroudj	Abdelkader,	 the	 late	Lamkami	Mohamed	and	other	personalities	 (Letter	of	 the	group	of	

19),	she	denounced	the	predatory	oligarchy	and	the	austerity	policies	that	overburden	the	majority	

of	the	people.	This	letter	directly	called	into	question	the	group	that	managed	state	affairs	from	the	

shadows.	

Louisa	Hanoune	has	clearly	and	openly	sided	with	the	revolution	of	22	February	2019.	She	rejected	

the	 plan	 of	 the	 5
th
	 term,	 and	 then	 refused	 to	 take	 part	 in	 the	 presidential	 election	 in	 which	 A.	

Bouteflika	was	running.	She	opposed	the	prolonging	of	his	fourth	term,	and	she	refused	to	take	part	

in	the	4	July	presidential	election,	aborted	by	the	people.	

The	Workers’	Party	that	Louisa	Hanoune	leads	made	its	parliamentary	group	resign	from	the	National	

People’s	 Assembly	 (ANP)	 to	 strengthen	 the	 revolution	 and	 reject	 the	 trap	 of	 article	 102	 of	 the	

Constitution,	which	has	led	the	country	into	the	current	impasse.	

Louisa	Hanoune,	who	has	fought	the	system	for	over	40	years,	is	an	internationalist,	anti-imperialist	

activist.	

On	 the	 eve	 of	 the	 imperialist	 aggression	 against	 Iraq	 in	 January	 1991,	 she	 took	 part	 in	 the	

international	 conference	 against	 war	 and	 exploitation	 in	 Barcelona.	 She	 is	 co-founder	 of	 the	

International	 Liaison	 Committee	 of	 workers	 and	 peoples	 (ILC)	 founded	 at	 this	 conference.	 A	 few	

years	later,	she	would	become	one	of	its	coordinators.	

When,	on	the	eve	of	the	2014	presidential	election,	threats	of	American	military	 intervention	were	

looming	 on	 the	 horizon,	 she	 convened	 an	 international	 meeting	 in	 defence	 of	 the	 sovereignty	 of	

Algeria.	Delegations	from	several	countries	participated	in	this	meeting	in	defence	of	Algeria.	

With	the	ILC,	she	has	co-organised	several	 international	anti-imperialist	conferences,	abroad	and	in	

Algeria	itself,	against	war	and	exploitation.	

She	organised,	in	the	APN,	an	international	conference	in	defence	of	Palestine,	with	the	presence	of	

delegations	from	around	the	world.	

Therefore,	this	constant	 line	of	struggle	 is	that	for	which	those	who	incarcerated,	then	condemned	

her	to	a	heavy	sentence	of	hard	prison	(15	years)	want	to	make	her	pay.	

For	the	PT,	through	this	expeditious	political	trial,	Louisa	Hanoune	has	been	condemned	for	giving	an	

example,	in	order	to	terrorise	and	try	to	silence	all	the	voices	that	oppose	those	in	de	facto	power.	

The	same	goes	for	Lakhdar	Bouregâa,	Samira	Messouci,	Samir	Benlarbi,	Foudil	Moumala	and	tens	of	

political	prisoners	and	prisoners	of	conscience.	

It	 is	 the	 people’s	 revolution	 that	 seeks	 to	 end	 with	 the	 system/regime	 that	 is	 targeted,	 and	 it	 is	

through	terror	that	the	latter	wants	to	abort	the	former,	to	force	through	its	roadmap	by	seeking	to	

organise	the	presidential	elections	of	12	December	2019	against	the	opinion	of	millions	of	Algerian	

men	and	women.	



This	 is	 why	 the	Workers’	 Party,	 which	 calls	 to	 witness	 Algerian	 men	 and	 women,	 calls	 to	 all	 the	

parties,	unions,	organisations,	personalities…	to	show	their	rejection	of	the	arbitrary	treatment	that	

is	hitting	 its	General	Secretary.	Because,	 through	the	abject	condemnation	of	Louisa	Hanoune,	 it	 is	

the	multi-party	system	that	is	attacked;	it	is	democracy	that	is	assaulted	by	the	counter-revolution.	

Freedom	for	Louisa	Hanoune	and	for	all	the	political	detainees	and	prisoners	of	opinion!	

Down	with	the	political	trials!	

Give	the	floor	to	the	Algerian	people,	for	them	to	take	their	destiny	in	hand!	

Algiers,	26	September	2019	

The	Political	Bureau	of	the	PT	

	


