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Report	on	the	meeting	of	the	coordination	
of	the	International	Liaison	Committee	of	workers	and	peoples	

Paris,	23	and	24	February	2018	

	

The	coordination	of	 the	 International	Liaison	Committee	of	workers	and	peoples	(ILC)	
met	in	plenary	session	(some	absent	comrades	were	excused)	two	and	a	half	months	after	the	
holding	 of	 the	 9th	 Open	World	 Conference	 (OWC)	 against	 war	 and	 exploitation	 organised	 in	
Algiers,	from	8	to	10	December	2017,	with	the	participation	of	230	delegates	from	42	countries	
from	all	continents	and	the	support	of	hundreds	of	others	from	60	countries.		
In	 continuity	with	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	 ILC	 in	 January	 1991	 in	 Barcelona,	 the	 coordination	 had	

been	 designated	 at	 the	 8th	 OWC,	 which	 was	 held	 from	 27	 to	 29	 November	 2010	 in	 Algiers.	 The	

unanimous	assessment	by	the	participants	 in	the	conference	was	that	 it	was	a	success	 in	 function	of	

the	character	of	the	delegations	and	their	representativity,	as	well	as	of	the	debate,	which	allowed	to	

help	and	strengthen	the	resistance	of	the	workers	and	peoples.	

The	present	meeting	of	the	coordination	debated	the	following	points:	

1.	 The	 coordinators	presented	 an	 exhaustive	 report	 on	 the	meetings	held	 in	 the	 last	 two	and	a	half	
months	 that	 reported	 on	 the	works	 of	 the	 OWC.	 These	meetings	 took	 place	 in	 all	 the	 participating	

countries,	as	well	as	in	countries	that	were	unable	to	participate.	Large	meetings	were	organised	that	

discussed	the	works	and	decisions	of	the	OWC.	

2.	The	decision	that	concentrated	all	the	debates	was	the	establishment	of	an	International	Committee	
of	Liaison	and	Exchange	(ICLE)	whose	objective	is	to	continue	the	political	dialog	on	the	basis	of	all	the	

resistance	 experiences	 of	 the	workers	 and	 peoples,	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 the	 fights	 led	within	 labour	 and	

democratic	organisation,	as	well	as	on	 the	way	to	overcome	the	obstacles	 to	 the	unified	struggle	 for	

social	and	democratic	emancipation.	

Over	 ten	 countries	 have	 already	 designated	 the	 comrades	 who	 will	 participate	 in	 the	 constitutive	

meeting	of	the	ICLE.	The	coordinators	will	send	a	letter	to	all	the	participants	of	the	9th	OWC	for	them	

to	continue	to	designate	their	delegates	to	the	ICLE,	as	well	as	to	the	signatories	the	of	 the	call	 from	

different	countries	that	were	unable	to	participate	and	others	associated	with	the	ILC.	

3.	The	coordination	proposed,	as	an	indicative	date,	the	beginning	of	June,	in	Paris,	for	the	creation	of	
the	ICLE.	The	coordinators	of	the	ILC	were	mandated	to	set	a	precise	date	in	the	coming	days.	

4.	 A	 rich	 discussion	 was	 led,	 in	 the	 perspective	 of	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	 ICLE,	 on	 the	 need	 to	
organise	specific	meetings	on	different	levels	(regional,	continental).	It	was	thus	recorded:	

-	A	first	meeting	of	European	delegates,	at	the	beginning	of	May,	to	elaborate	a	common	manifesto	that	

brings	 together	 the	 lessons	 from	 the	 resistance	 fights	 of	 the	 workers	 of	 Europe	 in	 defence	 of	 the	

conquests	of	Social	Security,	the	collective	agreements	and	democratic	rights	against	the	governments	

and	international	institutions	(the	European	Union,	the	IMF,	etc.)	in	the	service	of	financial	capital	and	

from	the	way	this	fight	is	refracted	within	the	organisations,	faced	with	the	policies	of	the	leaderships	

of	 the	 old	 parties	 that,	 while	 claiming	 to	 defend	 the	 working	 class,	 accompany	 the	 policies	 of	 big	

capital.	At	the	beginning	of	March,	an	invitation	letter	will	be	sent	by	the	French	and	German	comrades	
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that	will	 convene	 this	 first	meeting,	whose	 objective,	we	 repeat,	will	 be	 to	 elaborate	 a	manifesto	 to	

prepare	the	conditions	for	the	holding	of	a	European	labour	conference;	

-	 The	 comrades	 from	West	 African	 countries,	 confronted	with	 the	war	 and	 destruction	 imposed	 by	

imperialism,	are	also	preparing	the	conditions	for	a	meeting	in	Lomé	(Togo),	which	will	bring	together	

delegations	 from	 these	 countries,	 as	 well	 as	 delegations	 from	 countries	 whose	 governments	 are	

directly	implicated	in	these	policies	of	war,	pillage	and	destruction;	

-	 In	 function	 of	 the	 situation,	 particularly	 in	 Brazil	 and	 Venezuela,	 a	 discussion	 is	 underway	 on	 the	

possibility	of	a	continental	initiative	in	Latin	America;	

-	On	the	occasion	of	the	international	conference	of	the	ILO	in	Geneva,	which	will	be	held	28	May	to	8	

June,	 a	 meeting	 will	 be	 organised,	 under	 the	 banner	 of	 the	 ILC,	 to	 bring	 together	 participating	

comrades	and	debate	the	goals	and	initiatives	of	the	ILC.	

5.	 The	 coordination	 of	 the	 ILC	 heard	 an	 exhaustive	 report	 on	 the	 situation	 of	 female	 and	 male	
Palestinian	workers	and	on	the	particular	conditions	of	exploitation	they	suffer	from	within	the	1948	

borders,	 as	well	 as	 in	 the	 territory	 of	 the	 Palestinian	Authority.	 This	 report	will	 be	 available	 in	 the	

coming	days	for	the	comrades	of	the	ILC.	

6.	The	coordination	of	the	ILC	would	like	to	underline	and	salute	the	importance	of	the	mobilisations	
underway	 in	 Brazil,	 Venezuela,	 etc.	 against	 the	 plans	 of	 imperialism	 and	 its	 agents.	 It	 records	 the	

campaign	underway:	

- for	the	release	of	the	Catalan	political	prisoners	and	for	the	stopping	of	all	judicial	proceedings	

(see	the	following	European	call);	

The	coordination	of	the	ILC:	

- unconditionally	supports	the	campaign	launched	by	the	Brazilian	PT	in	defence	of	Lula’s	right	

to	run	 in	 the	country’s	next	presidential	election.	The	coordinators	will	 respond	to	 the	 letter	

that	the	leadership	of	the	Brazilian	PT	has	sent	to	them;	

- supports	 the	 campaign	 launched	 in	 Latin	 America	 for	 the	 respect	 of	 the	 sovereignty	 of	 the	

Venezuelan	 people	 to	 decide	 its	 destiny,	 against	 all	 external	 interference	 in	 the	 affairs	 of	

Venezuela:	Trump!	Hands	off	Venezuela!	(see	the	letter	by	Julio	Turra).	

The	coordination	thus	calls	all	 the	organisations	that	support	the	activities	of	the	ILC	to	support	this	

campaign	in	the	form	that	they	consider	the	most	appropriate;	

- supports	the	campaign	of	 the	UGTG	(Guadeloupe)	against	anti-union	repression	and	gives	 its	

full	 support	 to	 the	 press	 conference	 organised	 for	 Tuesday	 6	 March	 by	 the	 International	

Committee	Against	Repression	(CICR)	and	which	will	be	held	on	the	eve	of	the	trial	against	Elie	

Domota,	 convened	 15	 March	 in	 Point-à-Pitre.	 Similarly,	 26	 February,	 our	 comrade,	 Lionel	

Chouro,	leader	of	the	UGTG	and	member	of	the	coordination	of	the	ILC,	has	been	summoned	by	

the	courts	for	an	indictment.	The	Coordination	reaffirms	its	total	support	for	the	comrade	and	

the	UGTG.	

7.	The	coordination	of	the	ILC	has	recorded	that	the	9th	OWC	in	Algiers,	the	preparatory	activities	as	
well	as	the	different	report	meeting	were	entirely	self-financed	thanks	to	the	common	efforts	of	all	the	

participants.	

	

The	next	meeting	of	the	coordination	of	the	ILC	will	take	place	on	the	eve	of	the	meeting	of	the	ICLE	in	

June.	
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Madrid,	21	February	2018	

Dear	comrades	of	the	coordination	of	the	ILC,	

	

First,	I	would	like	to	thank	you	for	the	campaign	you	are	leading	for	“the	release	of	the	Catalan	

political	prisoners	and	against	the	judicial	persecutions”	against	all	these	militants	that	struggle	for	the	

Catalan	Republic	and	democratic	freedoms	for	all.	

These	days,	 I	am	participating	 in	a	commission	of	 the	Congress	of	Deputies	that	 treats	 the	reform	of	

the	 retirement	 system.	 As	 you	 know,	 throughout	 Spain,	 an	 enormous	 mobilisation	 is	 taking	 place	

against	this	reform	that	the	government	is	trying	to	impose.	I	am	on	this	commission	as	a	spokesman	

for	my	parliamentary	group	 (GERC).	Therefore,	 I	will	 sadly,	once	again,	be	unable	 to	be	with	you	 in	

Paris.	

Obviously,	I	attentively	follow	all	the	activities	of	the	ILC,	and	I	hope	to	again	be	able	to	be	present	for	

the	coming	dates.	

With	my	fraternal	salutations,		

Jordi	Salvador	i	Duch	
	

	

	

	

São	Paulo,	19	February	2018	

Dear	friends	and	comrades,	

Sadly,	I	will	not	be	able	to	be	there	for	the	meeting	of	the	coordination	of	the	ILC,	organised	23	

and	24	February	 in	Paris,	due	to	my	responsibilities	within	the	Unique	Central	of	Workers	(CUT),	as	

my	country	is	currently	going	through	a	tumultuous	political	situation.	

Thus,	 at	 the	 moment	 that	 I	 write	 this	 note,	 we	 are	 in	 the	 middle	 of	 a	 day	 of	 struggle	 against	 the	

“reform”	of	retirement	(of	Social	Security)	with	demonstrations,	blockades	and	strikes	throughout	the	

country.	 The	 project	 of	 a	 constitutional	 amendment	 (PEC	 –	 in	 Brazilian)	 presented	 in	 the	 national	

Congress	 now	 focuses	 the	 offensive	 of	 the	 current	 Temer	 government	 –	 product	 of	 an	 institutional	

coup	 d’état,	 as	 you	 know	 –	 against	 retirement	 (increase	 of	 the	 number	 of	 years	 worked	 and	 the	

implementation	of	a	minimum	retirement	age).	This	putschist	government	has	intended	to	impose	this	

counter-reform	since	the	beginning	of	2017,	but,	for	the	moment,	it	has	been	unable	to	do	so	due	to	the	

strong	union	and	popular	resistance	whose	high	point	was	the	general	strike	of	last	28	April,	in	which	

45	million	workers	participated,	stopping	work	on	that	day.	

Today,	following	the	condemnation	without	proof	of	former	president	Lula	by	the	federal	Tribunal	of	

Porto	Alegre,	with	the	obvious	objective	of	stopping	him	from	being	candidate	in	the	next	presidential	

elections,	foreseen	for	October,	the	forces	that	supported	the	putsch	(firstly,	employers)	are	trying	to	

continue	 the	 offensive	 by	 attacking	 the	 system	 of	 public	 solidarity	 retirement.	 It	 happens	 that,	 last	

week,	 the	 political	 and	 social	 crisis	 that	 traverses	 the	 Brazilian	 nation	 has	 led	 the	 putschist	

government	to	launch	a	military	intervention	in	the	state	of	Rio	de	Janeiro,	an	intervention	that	will	by	

no	means	 resolve	 the	 dire	 crisis	 in	 this	 state,	 no	more	 than	 in	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 federation.	 	 It	 is	 just	

another	show	of	force	to	try	to	put	the	public	security	under	the	control	of	the	armed	forces.	

However,	such	a	 federal	 intervention,	 throughout	 its	 implementation,	 forbids	 that	any	constitutional	

amendment	be	voted	on	(which	is	exactly	the	case	for	retirement).	Thus,	the	parliamentary	process	of	

the	counter-reform	of	 retirement	has	been	suspended.	This	did	not	 stop,	however,	 the	actions	of	19	

February	from	taking	place,	the	union	movement	remaining	on	the	warpath.	

I	remain	at	your	full	disposal	to	implement	all	the	decisions	that	you	might	take	during	our	meeting	of	

the	coordination,	and	I	would	like	to	underline	the	importance	of	fixing	the	date	of	the	first	meeting	of	
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the	International	Committee	of	Liaison,	as	we	had	decided	at	the	9th	Open	World	Conference	that	was	

successfully	held	last	December,	in	Algiers.	I	would	also	like	to	draw	the	attention	of	my	comrades	of	

the	coordination	to	the	vice	that	imperialism	is	tightening	on	our	neighbour,	Venezuela,	and	propose	

that	we	reaffirm	our	position	in	absolute	defence	of	the	sovereignty	of	the	Venezuelan	people	to	decide	

its	 own	 destiny	 and	 against	 any	 external	 interference	 whatsoever	 on	 the	 part	 of	 the	 Trump	

government	and	its	allies.	

Internationalist	salutations,	

Julio	Turra,	executive	director	of	the	CUT	–	Brazil	
	

	

	

	

From	Julio	Turra	

To	the	ILC	

20	February	2018	

	

Dear	comrades,	

We	have	received,	in	Brazil,	a	note	sent	by	comrade	Alberto	Salcedo,	delegate	to	the	9th	OWC	in	

Algiers,	 whose	 tone	 reveals	 the	 emergency	 situation	 that	 Venezuela	 is	 currently	 going	 through,	 a	

situation	to	which	I	drew	your	attention	in	my	preceding	letter.	

Although	we	 cannot	 affirm	with	 absolute	 certainty	 that	 “the	 hour	 of	 a	military	 intervention	 by	 the	

United	 Stated	 against	 Venezuela	 has	 come”,	 the	 abandonment	 by	 the	 opposition	 of	 the	 negotiating	

table	that	was	being	held	in	the	Dominican	Republic	signed	its	will	to	boycott	the	presidential	elections	

that	 have	 been	 convened	 by	 the	 Constituent	 Assembly	 for	 22	 April.	 To	 this	 is	 added	 a	 military	

“reinforcement”	 on	 the	 borders	 with	 Columbia	 and	 Brazil	 (under	 the	 pretext	 of	 the	 dangers	 that	

emigration	might	represent)	as	well	as	threats	of	new	sanctions	on	the	part	of	the	Trump	government.	

All	 this,	 in	 a	 context	 of	 instability	 in	 all	 the	 region	 (as	 is	 shown	 by	 the	 decision	 by	 the	 Brazilian	

putschist	government	to	intervene	militarily	in	the	state	of	Rio	de	Janeiro).	

We	think	that	it	is	urgent	that	the	coordination	meeting	in	Paris,	23	and	24	February,	be	able	to	adopt	

a	call	 for	an	international	campaign	–	to	be	developed	in	all	the	countries	that	participated	in	the	9th	

CMO	 –	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 the	 traditional	 watchwords	 of	 the	 ILC:	 “Respect	 for	 the	 sovereignty	 of	 the	

Venezuelan	 people	 to	 decide	 its	 fate!”,	 “No	 exterior	 interference	 in	 Venezuela!”,	 to	 which	 could	 be	

added,	for	example:	“Trump!	Hands	off	Venezuela!”	

The	campaign,	in	addition	to	the	positions	taken	in	the	above	sense,	could	also	–	in	the	framework	of	a	

unified	front	–	take	the	form	of	addresses,	in	each	country,	to	the	embassies	of	the	United	States	(the	

artisan	 of	 the	 tightening	 vice),	 particularly	 in	 the	 countries	 whose	 governments	 participate	 in	 the	

“Lima	 group”	 (Peru,	 Argentina,	 Brazil,	 etc.),	 as	 well	 as	 addresses	 to	 the	 respective	 governments,	

demanding	the	respect	of	the	sovereignty	of	Venezuela.	

	

This	is	the	proposition,	dear	comrades	of	the	coordination	that	I	submit	for	your	assessment.	

	

Internationalist	salutations,	

Julio	Turra,	of	the	direction	of	the	CUT	of	Brazil	
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Read	in	El	Trabajador,	Venezuela,	February	2018	
	

Faced	with	 the	 imperialist	 attack,	 tighten	our	 ranks	 in	defence	of	 the	nation	 and	 the	
living	conditions	of	the	workers,	for	the	re-election	of	Nicolas	Maduro	
	

We,	 union	 leaders,	 rank-and-file	 workers,	members	 of	 the	 CSBT,	 of	 non-affiliated	 unions,	 of	

different	 political	 and	 union	 origins,	 we	 address	 ourselves	 to	 the	 working	 people,	 to	 the	 union	

organisations	and	to	you,	comrade	worker,	to	President	Nicolas	Maduro.	

The	 United	 States	 wants	 to	 avoid	 at	 all	 costs	 that	 Nicolas	Maduro	 be	 re-elected	 in	 the	 next	

presidential	election,	 to	be	held	22	April,	because	 it	 is	sure	 that	he	will	be	re-elected	president	until	

2025,	given	the	division	and	the	absence	of	leadership	in	the	opposition.	From	Washington,	the	Donald	

Trump	 government	 has	 ordered	 the	 pro-imperialist	 opposition	 to	 boycott	 the	 dialog	 table	 and	

withdraw	 from	the	electoral	process,	 to	 try	 to	 sabotage	 it	 and	 to	call	 for	abstention.	The	 tour	of	 the	

Secretary	 of	 State,	 Rex	 Tillerson,	 in	 Latin	 America	 and	 the	 Caribbean	 had	 for	 objective	 that	 all	 the	

countries	of	the	region	make	common	cause	against	Venezuela,	to	strengthen	the	pressure	on	Caracas	

through	 the	 exacerbation	of	 the	 economic	 sanctions	 and	moreover	 to	 seek	 the	 support	 of	 Columbia	

and	the	Lima	group	to	orchestrate	a	military	aggression	against	our	homeland,	thus	opening	the	way	

for	an	unpredictable	situation	for	the	Venezuelan	nation.	

The	 elections	will	 be	 held	 during	 one	 of	 the	worst	 economic	 crises	 the	 country	 has	 known,	

provoked	 by	 the	 economic	 war,	 which	 is	 one	 of	 the	 principal	 trump	 cards	 of	 the	 bourgeois	

restorationist	strategy.	This	is	a	veritable	economic	calamity	that	aggravates,	dizzyingly,	the	sufferings	

of	the	Venezuelan	people,	the	average	monthly	salary	barely	covering	the	equivalent	of	three	days	of	

basic	 household	 spending.	 The	 elevated	 prices	 of	 medicine	 and	 food,	 the	 hoarding,	 the	 resulting	

speculation,	the	monetary	traffic	feeding	the	inflationary	spiral,	the	anarchic	increases	of	the	price	of	

public	transportation,	provoke	veritable	tragedies.	

The	objective	is	to	destroy	the	buying	power	of	the	workers	through	an	unprecedented	attack.	

The	open	violation	of	work	stability,	 the	breaches	of	recruitment	orders,	 the	decisions	to	 fire	

workers	and	union	leaders	under	the	benevolent	eye	of	unscrupulous	public	labour	officials;	the	arrest	

of	workers,	decided	by	governmental	bureaucrats,	for	protesting	against	the	lack	of	raw	materials,	the	

deterioration	 and	 bad	 treatment	 at	 work;	 the	 mobilisations	 against	 the	 pro-employer	 bias	 of	 the	

labour	courts	and	for	better	pay;	the	demand	in	the	healthcare	sector	for	pay	in	conformity	with	the	

collective	 agreement	 approved	 by	 the	 government;	 the	 crisis	 of	 Corpoelec	 (2),	 the	 state	 of	 serious	

deterioration	 in	which	 the	 cement	enterprise	 finds	 itself	due	 to	 lack	of	 investment,	 as	well	 as	 in	oil,	

where	 the	 industrial	 crisis	 is	 the	most	 obvious,	with	 the	 fall	 in	 production	 and	 corruption	 scandals	

touching	 the	 executives.	 All	 this	 leads	 to	 a	 great	 unrest	 among	 the	 workers.	 This	 offensive	 by	

imperialism	and	its	allies	in	the	country	has	the	goal	of	plunging	the	country	into	chaos.	

For	us,	 the	workers,	 there	 is	no	possibility	of	defending	our	nation	and	our	conquests	unless	

we	 fight	 imperialism	 and	 its	 lackeys.	 If	 imperialism	 and	 the	 bourgeoisie	 manage	 to	 overthrow	 the	

government	of	President	Maduro,	it	is	the	working	class	that	will	be	beaten.	

Workers,	we	are	not	disposed	 to	break	with	 the	Bolivarian	Revolution,	but	we	cannot	 live	 in	

such	a	situation	either.	

What	do	we	propose	to	do?	

Faced	with	this	situation,	we	must	rely	on	our	union	organisations.	As	long	as	capitalism	exists,	

unions	 are	 essential.	 It	 is	 in	 this	 sense	 that	 we	 support	 the	 declarations	 by	 union	 leader	 and	

Constituent	deputy	Francisco	Garcia:	“Work	must	be	protected	for	the	material	needs	of	the	working	

people	to	be	met.”	

The	following	are	emergency	measures	to	defend	salaries	against	inflation	and	the	right	of	the	

working	people	to	feed	themselves,	measures	to	be	adopted	before	22	April:	
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• To	 decree	 the	 immediate	 increase	 of	 food	 vouchers	 for	 all	 workers,	 in	 accordance	with	 the	

measures	 established	 by	 the	 decree	 6534	 of	 31	December	 2017	 –	 integrating	 the	 right	 to	 a	

canteen	in	businesses	of	over	twenty	workers;	

• To	 decree	 transportation	 vouchers	 for	 all	 public	 and	 private	 workers	 and	 the	 creation	 of	

means	of	transportation	for	the	workers	of	the	principal	public	and	private	centres	of	work;	

• To	 decree	 the	 payment	 of	 120	 days	 of	 revenue,	 obligatory	 for	 all	 private	 businesses	 of	

manufacturing,	distribution	and	commercialisation	 in	the	 food	sector,	 these	having	 increased	

their	profits	thanks	to	speculation;	

• To	 decree	 that	 the	 pay	 increases	 be	 applied	 without	 delay	 for	 all	 grades	 of	 public	 sector	

workers,	as	well	as	for	the	salary	grades	in	private	enterprise;	

• To	decree	 that	 increases	 in	 revenue	 from	 the	 vouchers	have	 an	 impact	 on	 the	 calculation	of	

salary	 indexes	 (benefits	 and	 other	 advantages),	 and	 therefore	 include	 the	 vouchers	 in	 the	

determination	of	the	very	notion	of	pay;	

• To	 decree	 access	 to	 the	 CLAP	 (3)	 in	 work	 agencies,	 for	 all	 civil	 servants,	 as	 well	 as	 the	

integration	 of	 the	 programme	My	 well-equipped	 house,	 with	 telephone	 and	 digital	 material,	
overseen	 by	 workers	 and	 their	 union	 organisations.	 To	 relaunch	 the	 Mercal	 network,	

Bicentenary,	 farmers	 markets	 through	 agreements	 with	 small	 producers	 in	 all	 state	

institutions,	by	ensuring	transportation	to	points	of	sale	thanks	to	the	necessary	logistics;	

• To	decree	 the	payment	of	meal	 tickets	 for	 the	 retired	 that	do	not	have	 the	 right	 to	 them	(to	

increase	the	price	of	fuel	to	ensure	the	financing);	

• To	 decree	 the	 authorisation	 of	 the	 Public	Minister	 so	 that	 the	 non-respect	 of	 re-investment	

orders	be	made	public,	in	a	joint	action	with	the	Minister	for	Social	and	Labour	Development,	

as	a	means	of	action	of	protection,	as	well	as	the	inevitable	absorption	of	the	unresolved	cases	

of	subsidiarising;	

• To	 decree	 the	 revision	 of	 the	 law	 on	 the	 pension	 and	 retirement	 funds	 of	 civil	 servants,	 by	

fixing	the	right	to	benefit	from	them	at	twenty	years.	

	

On	 these	 bases,	 we	 call	 to	 all	 the	 workers	 to	 form,	 at	 each	 workplace,	 independent	 support	

committees	for	the	re-election	to	the	presidency	of	our	brother,	Nicolas	Maduro,	with	the	presentation	

of	this	petition.	

Facing	 a	 difficult	 horizon,	 there	 can	 be	 neither	 doubts	 nor	 hesitations:	 to	 preserve	 our	 unity,	 to	

concentrate	 on	 a	 single	 objective:	 that	 Nicolas	 Maduro	 be	 elected	 president.	 Because	 we	 must	

safeguard	political	power,	all	while	understanding	that,	 in	the	coming	period,	that	measures	must	be	

deepened	to	maintain	sovereignty,	labour	rights	and	the	social	rights	of	the	working	people.	Only	the	

workers	and	the	popular	sectors,	organised	in	an	independent	manner,	can	guarantee	the	sovereignty	

of	the	nation.	

1)	Bolivarian	socialist	labour	confederation.	

2)	National	electric	corporation	(governmental	electrical	energy	limited	company).	

3)	Local	supply	and	production	committees.	

	

	

We	 are	 a	 group	 of	 unionists,	 labour	 lawyers	 and	 militants	 from	 the	

labour	 movement	 who	 participate	 in	 the	 International	 Liaison	

Committee	of	workers	and	peoples	(ILC).	We	offer	to	help	the	workers	to	

defend	and	reconquer	their	unions	to	defend	of	their	interests,	founded	

on	worker	democracy	and	fully	independent	of	the	state	and	employers,	

and	by	politically	organising	in	an	independent	fashion.	
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To	comrade	Louisa	Hanoune	
and	comrade	Dominique	Canut,	
Coordinators	of	the	International	Liaison	Committee	of	workers	and	peoples	
	

Dear	comrades,	

	

In	the	name	of	the	president	of	the	Workers	Party	(PT),	

Of	Senator	Gleisy	Hoffman,	

Of	Monica	Valente,	our	secretary	of	international	relations	of	the	PT,	

	

We	 express,	 to	 you,	 as	 well	 as	 to	 all	 the	 constituents	 of	 the	 ILC,	 our	 gratitude	 for	 the	 very	

numerous	demonstrations	of	solidarity	that	you	have	sent	us:	messages,	positions	taken,	declarations,	

petitions,	and	diverse	initiatives	to	defend	our	former	president,	Luiz	Inacio	Lula	da	Silva,	against	the	

situation	in	which	we	find	ourselves,	victims	of	a	brutal,	continual	and	uninterrupted	attempt	to	crush	

the	Party	and	the	leadership	of	Lula.	

This	 campaign	 is	 implemented	by	 the	most	 reactionary	 sectors	of	Brazilian	 society,	with	 the	

help	of	the	media	and	the	courts.	

The	parties,	our	militants	and	our	comrade	Lula	thank	you,	we	repeat,	for	your	support,	which	

encourages	us	to	continue	the	struggle	for	the	emancipation	of	the	Brazilian	people	with	the	certainty	

that	we	are	leading	a	just	fight.	

Despite	 the	 condemnation	 of	 the	 PT	 by	 a	 repressive	 court,	 our	 militants	 and	 comrade	 Lula	

uphold	 the	 demand	 of	 our	 right	 to	 present	 Lula	 as	 candidate	 in	 the	 presidential	 elections	 of	 next	

October.	

We	say	with	a	single	voice:	“The	election	without	Lula	is	a	fraud!”	

At	 the	 moment	 that	 we	 address	 our	 thanks,	 we	 would	 like	 to	 inform	 you	 that	 we	 are	

constituting,	 with	 diverse	 democratic,	 popular	 and	 socialist	 forces	 throughout	 the	 world,	 an	

International	Committee	of	Solidarity	whose	goal	is	to	re-establish	the	democratic	guarantees	in	Brazil	

and	defend	Lula’s	right	to	present	his	candidature	in	the	presidential	elections.	

We	 hope,	 if	 possible,	 that	 the	 International	 Liaison	 Committee	 of	workers	 and	 peoples	 joins	

this	initiative.	

We	are	at	your	disposal	for	other	information,	if	necessary.	

With	our	best	salutations,	

	

Luiz	Eduardo	Greenhalgh,	assistant	secretary	
to	the	international	relations	secretary	of	the	PT.	
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Paris,	23	February	2018	

	

Dear	comrade	Luiz	Edouardo	Greenlagh,	

Assistant	secretary	to	the	international	relations	secretary	of	the	PT	

	

Dear	comrade,	

	

The	coordination	of	the	International	Liaison	Committee	of	workers	and	peoples,	which	met	23	

February	in	Paris,	had	the	pleasure	of	discussing	the	letter	you	addressed	to	us.	

We	are	very	attentive	to	and	enthusiastic	about	the	mobilisation	of	the	Brazilian	workers	and	

people	against	the	policies	of	the	putschist	Temer	government.	

We	fully	endorse	the	campaign	for	comrade	Lula	to	be	able	to	be	a	candidate	in	the	presidential	

election	next	October.	And,	in	this	framework,	keep	us	informed	of	any	initiative	you	take,	in	Brazil	and	

on	the	international	scale.	

We	have	 addressed	ourselves	 to	 all	 the	 organisations,	 currents	 and	militants	 that	 follow	 the	

activities	 of	 the	 ILC	 so	 that	 they	 can	 continue	 this	 campaign	 in	 the	 forms	 they	 consider	 most	

appropriate.	

We	are	at	your	disposal	for	any	initiative	or	proposition.	

	

With	our	best	salutations,	

The	coordinators	of	the	ILC,	

Louisa	Hanoune,	secretary	of	the	Workers	Party	of	Algeria,	
Dominique	Canut,	secretary	of	the	Independent	Workers	Party	of	France	
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U.G.T.G	
General	Union	of	the	Workers	of	Guadeloupe	

	

Pointe-à-Pitre,	10.01.2018	

To	Labour	and	Democratic	Organisations.	

	

Dear	Comrades,	Dear	Friends,	

First,	we	hope	that	 this	year,	2018,	will	be	a	year	of	 intense	struggles	 in	defence	of	 the	workers	and	

their	organisations.	

We	 turn	 to	 you,	 once	 again,	 to	 appeal	 to	 your	 solidarity.	 In	 effect,	 the	 trial	 of	 comrade	 Eli	 Domota,	

General	 Secretary	 of	 the	 UGTG,	 is	 foreseen	 for	 15	March	 2018	 in	 Guadeloupe.	 As	 a	 reminder,	 he	 is	

summoned	“for	violence	in	a	meeting”,	following	a	complaint	lodged	by	an	executive	of	BMW,	property	

of	the	president	of	Medef	Guadeloupe.	

We	cannot	say	it	enough:	this	is	a	manifest	will	to	criminalise	union	action	and	diabolise	the	UGT.	

The	state	and	employers	want	to	apply,	without	contestation,	their	reforms	of	a	downward	revision	of	

the	 collective	 agreements,	 to	 erase	 the	 Labour	 Code;	 they	want	 to	 bring	 down	 all	 the	 fundamental	

freedoms.	

The	UGTG	reaffirms	that:	

• To	fight	for	the	independence	of	the	unions	is	to	defend	the	workers;	it	is	to	oppose	the	firings	

and	the	abominations	of	which	they	are	the	victims;	it	is	to	struggle	in	defence	of	the	rights	and	

guarantees	of	the	broad	masses.	

• The	 pact	 between	 labour	 and	 capital	 does	 not	 have	 for	 goal	 the	 lightening	 of	 the	 social	

regressions	imposed	by	the	state	and	employers,	but	the	eradication	of	independent	unionism,	

of	class	struggle	and	of	social	confrontation.	

• It	is	union	freedom,	the	right	of	workers	to	dispose	of	independent	union	organisations,	that	is	

targeted.	

Therefore,	 we	 ask	 to	 inform	 all	 those	 who	 struggle	 in	 defence	 of	 union	 freedoms,	 singularly	 the	

militants	of	the	democratic	labour	movement.	

In	the	name	of	labour	solidarity,	in	the	name	of	democracy,	in	the	name	of	the	right	of	the	workers	of	

Guadeloupe	and	their	union	organisation	that	struggle	for	their	 legitimate	demands,	we	call	 for	your	

support	 and	 solidarity	 in	 the	 form	 that	 you	 judge	 useful,	 notably	 by	 writing	 to:	 Mme	 Nicole	
BELLOUBET	 –	 Garde	 des	 Sceaux	 –	Ministre	 de	 la	 justice	 –	 13	 Place	 Vendôme	 –	 75042	 PARIS	
Cedex	01,	with	a	copy	sent	to	the	UGTG.	
Live	the	struggle	of	the	workers	and	peoples.	Live	international	solidarity!	
Receive,	dear	comrades,	dear	friends,	our	militant	salutations.	

	

For	the	UGTG	

Maïté	HUBERT-M’TOUMO,	

Assistant	General	Secretary	of	the	UGTG	

	

U.G.T.G.	
Rue	Paul	LACAVE	–	Assainissement	–	97110	Pointe-à-Pitre	

tel.:	+590.590.83.10.07	fax:	+590.590.89.08.70		E-mail	:	webutgt@gmail.com	

	 	



	 11	

Comité international 

contre la répression 

International	Committee	Against	Repression	
(in	defence	of	union	and	political	rights)	

	

	

President:	Gérard	FROMAGER	
Secretary:	Gérard	BAUVERT	

	

Subject:	Anti-union	repression	in	Guadeloupe	
	

	

PRESS	CONFERENCE	
Tuesday	6	March	2018	at	11:30	a.m.	

30,	rue	Jacob	75006	PARIS	(M°	Saint-Germain-des-Prés)	

	

In	the	presence	of	a	leader	of	the	UGTG,	the	General	Union	of	Workers	of	Guadeloupe.	

	

In	 three	 weeks,	 26	 February	 2018,	 Lionel	 CHOURO,	 leader	 of	 the	 UGTG,	 is	 summoned	 by	 an	

investigating	judge	to	Pointe-à-Pitre	for	“indictment”.	Lionel	CHOURO	and	the	whole	union	section	of	

the	UGTG	were	fired	three	years	ago	by	the	boss	of	the	BMW	garage,	the	head	of	Medef	Guadeloupe.	As	

if	this	was	not	enough,	the	courts	have	gotten	involved	based	on	a	complaint	from	this	same	boss,	who	

has	since	sold	his	garage.	

15	 March	 2018,	 Elie	 DOMOTA	 will	 be	 tried	 before	 the	 Correctional	 Tribunal	 of	 Pointe-à-Pitre	 for	

“violence	 in	 a	 meeting”,	 a	 complaint	 also	 filed	 by	 a	 leader	 of	 Medef	 Guadeloupe.	 	 After	 two	

adjournments,	these	proceedings	against	the	first	union	organisation	of	the	island	is	emblematic	of	the	

reigning	social	situation.	These	are	the	107th	and	108th	penal	proceedings	against	leaders	and	militants	

of	 the	 UGTG	 –	 to	 which	 are	 added	 other	 proceedings	 against	 militants	 from	 diverse	 union	

organisations.	

With	different	 personalities	 attached	 to	 the	defence	 of	 individual	 and	 collective	 freedoms,	 the	CICR,	

which	has	addressed	itself	to	Mme	the	Minister	of	Justice	to	be	received	and	will	be	present	at	the	trial	

of	Elie	DOMOTA,	will	report	on	the	situation	at	this	press	conference.	

	

Paris,	7	February	2018	

	

	

For	all	contact:	

Dr	François	PARAIRE	tel:	06	71	97	43	63			e-mail:	francois.paraire@caramail.fr	
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Freedom	for	elected	Catalan	activists	and	leaders!	

Stop	judicial	persecution!	

	
Dear	comrades,	

We	appeal	to	all	the	militants	and	workers'	leaders	throughout	Europe	who	follow	with	disbelief	the	events	in	
Spain	to	invite	you	to	take	part	in	this	demand.	

We	 are	 militant	 workers	 from	 all	 the	 peoples	 of	 the	 Spanish	 state	 (Madrid,	 Andalusia,	 Basque	 Country,	
Valencia,	Catalonia,	etc.).	We	have	personal	opinions	on	the	events	in	Catalonia	and	even	on	the	right	of	the	Catalan	
people	 to	 decide,	 but	 we	 all	 defend	 democratic	 rights	 and	 that	 is	 why	we	 demand	 the	 immediate	 freedom	 of	 all	
Catalan	activists	and	representatives	and	the	immediate	end	of	legal	persecution	against	them.	

Hundreds	of	people	are	being	prosecuted.	Two	councillors	(ministers)	of	the	Catalan	government	are	still	 in	
prison,	 three	on	bail	 and	 five	 refugees	 in	Belgium	 to	avoid	prison.	Two	members	of	associations	defending	Catalan	
independence	are	imprisoned.	Hundreds	of	mayors	are	charged.	Other	lawsuits	are	coming	against	Catalan	deputies	
and	former	deputies,	professors…	

For	us,	any	attack	on	the	most	fundamental	democratic	rights,	any	questioning	of	the	right	to	freely	express	
one's	own	opinions	and	defend	them,	in	any	part	of	the	Spanish	State,	constitutes	a	threat	to	the	working	class	of	the	
entire	Spanish	State	and	all	peoples.	
As	an	unprecedented	offensive	is	developing	throughout	Europe	against	all	social	conquests,	at	a	time	when,	in	Spain,	
all	the	rights	conquered	by	the	working	class	after	Franco's	death	are	brutally	called	into	question,	we	consider	it	our	
duty	as	militant	workers	responsible	for	upholding	the	demand	for	 immediate	freedom	of	 imprisoned	prisoners	and	
the	 cessation	 of	 judicial	 persecution.	 And	 we	 fulfil	 it	 wherever	 we	 come	 from	 and,	 let	 us	 repeat,	 whatever	 our	
personal	opinion	on	the	basis	of	the	right	to	self-determination	of	the	peoples	of	Spain.	

In	so	doing,	we	are	aware	of	our	contribution	to	overcoming	the	trap	of	division	and	confrontation	between	
peoples,	set	by	a	monarchy	in	deep	crisis,	with	the	aim	of	imposing	a	new	pension	reform	and	another	reform	of	the	
Labour	Code.	

Convinced	that	any	attack	against	the	fundamental	freedoms	is	 immediately	used	to	destroy	the	rights	and	
conquests	of	the	working	class,	it	is	our	responsibility	as	activists	from	all	over	Spain	(from	Bilbao	to	Seville,	Madrid,	
Tarragona,	 etc.).),	 to	 gather	 forces	 to	 overcome	 the	 obstacles	 that	 stand	 in	 the	way	 of	 the	 common	 and	 fraternal	
struggle	of	all	the	peoples	of	the	Spanish	State	for	their	fundamental	social	and	democratic	rights;	

Aware	 of	 the	 place	 that	 the	 Spanish	working	 class	 struggle	 for	 its	 rights	 and	 democracy	 has	 occupied	 for	
decades	in	the	heart	of	the	working	class	throughout	Europe;	

Aware	 of	 the	 importance	 of	 defending	 the	 most	 fundamental	 democratic	 rights	 at	 a	 time	 when	 an	
unprecedented	offensive	against	workers'	rights	is	developing	across	the	continent;	

We	decide	to	address	you,	militant	workers'	activists	of	all	the	peoples	of	Europe,	to	ask	you	to	join	our	call,	
in	the	form	that	you	think	is	the	best:	

Immediate	 and	 unconditional	 freedom	 of	 all	 imprisoned	 Catalan	 activists	 and	 officials,	 and	 cessation	 of	

legal	proceedings	in	the	name	of	the	application	of	article	155	of	the	Constitution!	

Madrid,	17	January	2018	
	
First	signatories:	Luis	González	Sanz,	unionist,	Workers’	Commissions	(CCOO),	Seville;	José	Miguel	Villa	Antoñana,	UGT	unionist,	Madrid;	Ana	Mª	

Surra	 i	 Spadea,	 deputy	 to	 the	Cortes,	 ERC;	Daniel	Arranz,	 socialist,	 Biscay;	Andrés	Bodalo,	 unionist,	 Andalusian	Union	of	Workers	 (SAT);	Carlos	
Márquez,	 member	 of	 the	 confederal	 council	 of	 the	 CCOO;	 Pablo	 García-Cano,	 industry	 unionist,	 CCOO,	Madrid;	 Roberto	 Tornamira,	 socialist,	
Madrid;	Jesús	Béjar,	CCOO	unionist,	member	of	the	POSI,	Getafe;	César	Serrano,	unionist,	member	of	the	regional	EC	of	the	CCOO	of	Madrid;	José	
A.	 Pozo,	 UGT	 unionist,	 Sabadell;	 Iolanda	 Adroher	 Pueyo,	 FeSP-UGT	 unionist	 (public	 services	 union)	 of	 the	Generalitat,	 Baix	 Llobregat;	 Xavier	
Martínez	Martí,	FeSP-UGT	unionist,	Barcelona;	Rafael	Aguilera,	RMB	UGT	unionist	(Barcelona	Metropolitan	Region),	Barcelona;	Juan	José	Casado	
Peña,	RMB-UGT	unionist,	Barcelona;	Jordi	Brémer	Cuscó,	FeSP-UGT	unionist	(Generalitat	sector),	Barcelona;	Xabier	Arrizabalo,	university	professor,	
Madrid;	 Francisco	 Figueroa,	 CCOO	unionist,	 Seville;	Ángel	 Tubau,	 Información	Obrera,	 Barcelona;	 Jaume	Bosch,	 FeSP-UGT	 unionist	 (Generalitat	
sector),	Barcelona;	Juan	Miguel	Fernández	Ruiz,	UGT	unionist,	Madrid;	Joan	Galera,	Coordinationa	del	Mar	(Coordination	of	dockers),	Tarragona;	
Jordi	Romero,	docker,	Barcelona;	Miguel	González,	UGT	unionist,	Barcelona;	Ángel	Pasero,	PCE	militant,	Madrid;	Óscar	Reina,	general	secretary	of	
the	 Andalusian	 Union	 of	Workers	 (SAT);	 Luis	 Ocampo,	 Castilian	 Left,	 Valladolid;	 Francisco	 j.	 Cepeda,	 CCOO	 unionist,	Madrid;	Benjamí	 Bastida,	
professor	emeritus,	University	of	Barcelona;	Teresa	Virgili,	professor	emeritus,	University	of	Barcelona;	Juanjo	Llórente	Albert,	municipal	councillor,	
Aldaia	(Valencia);	Carol	Pino,	municipal	councillor,	IU	(Unified	Left),	from	Alacuás,	Valencia;	Blas	Ortega,	UGT	unionist,	Valencia;	Enrique	Herrero	
Heras,	municipal	 councillor,	Getafe;	 Javier	Alcolea,	municipal	 councillor,	Getafe;	 Jordi	Yuste,	 FeSP-PV	unionist,	Valencia;	 José	A.	 Iniesta	Martín,	
socialist,	 Barcelona;	 Iñaki	Merino,	 socialist,	 Biscay;	 José	 A.	 Fernández	 Guerras,	 socialist,	 Madrid;	Baltasar	 Santos,	 socialist,	 Tarragona;	 José	 A.	
Rodríguez,	UGT	unionist,	Barcelona;	Natacha	Sánchez	Aceña,	unionist,	Auchan,	Leganés;	Manuel	Cuso,	UGT	unionist,	Madrid;	Mikel	González	Sola,	
UPTA-UGT	 unionist	 (Union	 of	 autonomous	 professionals	 and	 workers),	 Biscay;	 Joseba	 Izaga,	 unionist,	 LAB	 (administration	 of	 Basque	 Country),	
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Biscay;	Joseba	Estrade,	lawyer,	Biscay;	Manuel	Ruiz	Roble,	ship	captain;	Vicente	Pitarch	i	Almela,	writer;	Alberto	Gordo,	UGT	unionist,	Vila-real	city	
hall;	 José	Almela,	UGT	unionist,	Castellon;	Pablo	Magnieto,	member	of	 the	Unified	Left	 (EUPV),	Castellon;	Alejandro	Caudiel,	 lawyer,	Castellon;	
Xavi	Prera,	 journalist,	Castellon;	José	Luis	Gordo	García-Madrid,	FeSP	PV	unionist,	Castellon;	Alexis	Mecho,	FICA-UGT	unionist,	Betxi	 (Castellon);	
Eugeni	Constantí,	Cormpromís	militant,	Vila-real;	Pilar	López	Cebrián,	FeSP-PV	unionist,	Vila-real;	Aureliano	Escorihuela	Martí,	FeSP	UGT	unionist,	
Vila-real;	 Javier	Prera,	 FeSP	PV	unionist,	Vila-real;	Ángel	Gracia	Peris,	 FeSP-UGT-PV	unionist,	Valencia;	Antoni	 Infante,	 Platform	 for	 the	 Fight	 to	
decide	 of	 Valencian	 Country	 (Plataforma	 pel	 Dret	 a	 Decidir	 del	 País	 Valencià);	 Ferran	 García,	 CCOO-PV	 unionist;	 Consol	 Barberà	 i	 Guillem,	
Plataforma	 pel	 Dret	 a	 Decidir	 País	 Valencià;	 Toni	 Gisbert,	 Acció	 Cultural	 País	 Valencià	 (Cultural	 Action	 of	 Valencian	 Country);	David	 Sempere	

Gandía,	 Plataforma	pel	Dret	a	Decidir	País	Valencià;	Vicente	Navarro	Agraz,	Compromís	militant,	Torrent	 (Valencia);	Ana	Reina,	member	of	 the	
executive	commission	of	the	Provincial	union	of	the	CCOO,	Seville;	Mª	José	Wanceulen,	general	secretary	of	the	healthcare	union	of	the	CCOO	of	
Seville;	Eugenio	López	Torres,	general	secretary	of	the	union	section	of	the	CCOO	of	the	hospital	Virgen	del	Rocío,	Seville;	Carmen	Romero	Sánchez,	
member	of	the	executive	commission	of	the	healthcare	federation	of	the	CCOO;	José	L.	Sánchez	M.,	CCOO	unionist,	Madrid;	Enrique	Dargallo,	UGT	
unionist,	Madrid;	Ángel	 José	 Zubiría	 Pineda,	 Juan	 Rodríguez	 Doreste	 group	 (PSOE),	 Las	 Palmas	 de	 Gran	 Canaria;	 Carmen	 Elías	Melián	 García,	
independent	 socialist,	 Santa	Cruz	de	 Tenerife;	Fernando	Viedma	Molero,	 socialist,	Navarre;	 Julia	Díaz	Martín,	 ex-PSOE,	 Santa	Cruz	de	 Tenerife;	
Antonio	Aguado	Suárez,	 Juan	Rodríguez	Doreste	group	 (PSOE),	 Las	Palmas	de	Gran	Canaria;	Francisco	Cervera	Fonfria,	 FE-CCOO,	Baléares;	Elsa	
Mora	Ortiz,	member	of	the	UGT,	Toledo;	Horacio	Mora	Ortiz,	member	des	CCOO;	Manuel	Salgado	Ortiz,	ex-PSOE,	Huelva;	Beatriz	Talegon	Ramos,	
socialist;	José	Luis	Talegon	Sanz,	UGT	unionist,	Guadalajara;	Ángel	López	Bueno,	FeSMC-UGT	unionist,	Ávila;	Yuri	Mas	Expósito,	FeSP-UGT	unionist,	
Santa	 Cruz	 de	 Tenerife;	Miguel	 Hernández,	 PSOE	militant,	 Ávila;	 Juan	 Uriondo	 Gijón,	 PSOE	militant,	 Toledo;	 Fernando	 Godino	 Vázquez,	 PSOE	
militant,	Ciudad	Lineal	group,	Madrid;	Josemi	Blanco,	member	of	the	CGT,	Tarragona;	Milagros	Pellicer,	unemployed	worker,	Tarragona;	Sakonia	
Resiste,	 Youth	 and	 Student	 Collective,	 Sakonia	 (Madrid);	Aitor	 Pazos,	 Coordination	 25S,	Madrid;	 Francesc	 Gonzàlez,	 CCOO	 Education	 unionist,	
Barcelona;	Jordi	Gené,	UGT	unionist,	Tarragona;	Pedro	Gonzalbo,	UGT	unionist,	Tarragona;	Marta	Rivas,	UGT	unionist,	Barcelona;	Xavier	Pifarrer,	
UGT	unionist,	Lleida;	Jordi	Martí,	UGT	unionist,	Reus;	Óscar	Mendoza,	CGT	unionist,	Barcelona;	Natalia	Mangado,	UGT	Education	unionist;	Esther	
Morales,	UGT	unionist;	Ana	Santo,	UGT	unionist,	Tarragona;	Virginia	Martínez,	UGT	unionist,	Tarragona;	Antonio	Pino,	UGT	unionist,	Tarragona;	
Enrique	 Fandos,	 UGT	 unionist,	 Tarragona;	Neus	 Roig,	 UGT	 unionist,	 Tarragona;	 Laura	 López,	 UGT	 unionist,	 Tarragona;	 Francisco	 Sánchez,	 UGT	
unionist,	 Tarragona;	 Jesús	 Rubia,	 CCOO,	 Barcelona;	Carles	 Ferrer	 C.,	 UGT	 unionist,	 Barcelona;	 Jorge	 Zamora,	 UGT	 unionist,	 Barcelona;	Montse	

Sánchez,	 UGT	 delegate	 of	 the	 Rubí	 city	 hall;	 Joan	 Barrachina,	 UGT,	 Hospitalet;	 Juanjo	Morales,	 UGT,	 Vallès	 Oriental;	Xavi	 Casas,	 UGT,	 Girona;	
Jaume	Adrover	i	Palau,	FeSP,	Barcelona;	Joan	Puntí	Recasens,	FeSP	UGT,	Barcelona;	Jordi	Sanchez,	militant,	Palleja	(Baix	Llobregat).	
	
	

	

Please	send	message	to:	

Comité	por	la	Alianza	de	trabajadores	y	Pueblos	(CATP)	

conferencia.catp@gmail.com	

	

	

	

SOUTH	AFRICA-AZANIA	

Who	is	the	new	president	Cyril	Ramaphosa?	
	

Interview	with	Lybon	Mabasa,	leader	of	the	Socialist	Party	of	Azania	(Sopa)	
	

Cyril	Ramaphosa	was	elected	president	by	the	
South	 African	 Parliament,	 15	 February,	
although	a	year	remained	in	the	term	of	Jacob	
Zuma,	his	predecessor.	 In	his	 first	 speech,	he	
said:	 “A	 new	 beginning	 is	 waiting	 for	 us.	 A	
fantastic	 beginning	 is	 here”.	 	 What	 do	 you	
think	of	this?	What	is	the	state	of	mind	of	the	
black	 population	 concerning	 this	 new	
president?	
After	 many	 years	 under	 the	 leadership	 of	 Jacob	

Zuma,	large	parts	of	the	population	demanded	his	

departure	but,	despite	the	calling	into	question	of	

his	authority,	for	months,	he	held	on	to	power.	

Under	 pressure	 from	 the	 leaders	 of	 the	 ANC,	 he	

was	 finally	obliged	 to	 leave	office.	His	departure	

aroused	 great	 hopes	 for	 change.	 The	 people	

believed	 that,	 at	 long	 last,	 they	 would	 get	 what	

they	 have	 waited	 for	 since	 1994:	 land,	 public	

services,	 healthcare,	 employment	 and	 education.	

Illusions	 founded	 on	 the	 belief	 that	 a	 rich	

president	would	necessarily	enriched	the	people!	

But	 the	 foundations	 of	 the	 power	 in	 place	 have	

remained	 unchanged,	 to	 the	 point	 that	 it	 is	

obviously	 impossible	 for	 the	 ANC	 to	 modify	 the	

fundamental	 orientations	 of	 its	 policies:	 the	

defence	 of	 the	 privileges	 of	 Whites;	 the	
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acceptance	of	the	economic	and	social	 inferiority	

of	Blacks.	

For	example:	unemployment	touches	50%	of	the	

black	 population;	 it	 is	 practically	 inexistent	

among	 Whites.	 Unemployment	 is	 even	

widespread	among	Blacks	with	degrees.	

Ramaphosa	also	announced	that	he	wanted	to	
“bandage	 the	 wounds”	 of	 the	 Marakana	
massacre	in	2012,	where	tens	of	miners	were	
killed	by	 the	police.	What	was	his	 attitude	at	
the	time	of	the	massacre?		
He	perhaps	believes	that	the	37	strikers	killed	by	

the	police	that	he	called	in	and	that	he	incited	to	

fire	 on	 the	 miners	 present,	 while	 he	 was	 the	

principal	 union	 leader	 of	 the	 sector,	 could	 be	

forgotten.	 At	 each	 anniversary	 of	 this	 massacre,	

among	 the	people	of	 the	mine,	we	underline	 the	

responsibility	of	he	who	is	called	“the	assassin	of	

the	miners”	and	we	demand	his	arrest.	

More	 generally,	 in	 the	 population,	 all	 while	

considering	 that	 Cyril	 is	 a	 “good	 man”,	 people	

don’t	 understand	 his	 implication	 in	 a	 massacre	

such	 as	 we	 have	 never	 seen,	 even	 under	

apartheid.	 And	 which	 took	 place	 before	 the	

television	 cameras!	 Everyone	 could	 see	what	 he	

did…	

What	 is	 happening	 with	 the	 fight	 for	 free	
university	education?	
Nothing	 has	 been	 done	 in	 this	 domain,	 no	more	

than	in	any	of	the	other	ANC	campaign	promises.	

The	 cynicism	here	 is	 at	 its	maximum.	 Cyril	 is	 so	

rich	 that	he	had	promised	 that	he	would	ask	 for	

no	pay	for	his	functions	as	head	of	state.		

In	fact,	he	has	demanded	a	salary	higher	than	that	

of	any	of	his	predecessors!	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Joint international coordination of the ILC is held by : 
Parti ouvrier indépendant !POI" 87, rue du Faubourg Saint‐Denis 75010 Paris – FRANCE

Parti des travailleurs !PT"2, rue belkheir belkacemi, Hassan badi EX Belfort, El Harrach – ALGERIE 
To contact the INTERNATIONAL LIAISON COMMITTEE !ILC"

please write toeit.ilc@fr.oleane.com


