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Introductory report of the 9th Open World Conference of the ILC
Louisa Hanoune, co-coordinator of the ILC

Published in Fraternité, November-December 2017, the newspaper of the Workers’ Party (PT) of Algeria

Dear comrades and friends, dear sisters, dear brothers,
The PT is honoured to host, for the 2nd time, an open world conference (OWC) of the International

Liaison Committee of workers and peoples (ILC) against war and exploitation, in Algiers, in the artists
village.

Our 9th OWC has been supported by nearly 700 leaders and militants belonging to the labour and
anti-imperialist movement, from 60 countries, on all continents, and who, through contributions, in-
terviews and common actions, motions and resolutions, of which the bulletin of the ILC has been the
support, have provided, together, the political preparation for this significant meeting, regarding the
issues facing the labour and anti-imperialist movement.

Some of the delegations that took part in the preparation of the 9th OWC have not been able to join
us due to the prevailing situation in their respective countries, notably from Belgium, paralysed at this
very moment by a general strike, or from Morocco, due to the particular situation induced by the popular
uprising Hirak in the rif, supported by unionists and large parts of the population nationwide. The Hait-
ian delegation is still under the military occupation of the Minustah (UN troops).

Why the convening of this 9th OWC of the ILC and why now?
In the call for the 9th OWC against war and exploitation launched 29 May 2016, the coordination of

the ILC explained:
“The decision of the coordination of the ILC has been imposed by the urgency of concerting the ef-

forts in the struggle against the imperialist system which crushes nations and  peoples, attacking them
from all sides and in all possible ways: the destabilisation of numerous countries at their frontiers
and inside their territory; devastating injunctions of the international instances of imperialism (IMF,
the World Bank, EU, etc.); workers’ conquests menaced or ransacked; the independence or existence

1

In this issue of the Letter of the ILC, you will read the opening discourse of the 9th Open
World Conference of 8, 9 and 10 December 2017, held in Algiers, as well as the first reports
on its works. Published in the militant press or gathered on the spot, these contributions will
be followed by speeches, interviews and different documents in following publications.

Press conference. D
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of union organisations threatened by arsenals of legislative liquidators; union rights criminalised,
etc.

In this framework, the coordination considers that the multiplication of wars of national dismem-
berment in the Middle East and Africa, as products of the imperialist offensive, with millions of
refugees and migrants as a consequence, is one of the most violent expressions of the barbarism of
the capitalist system which threatens human civilisation as a whole

For the International Liaison Committee of workers and peoples, it is a question of opening a large
discussion with all those who refuse this systematic bleeding of the freedom of peoples to dispose of
themselves and of their social conquests, in order to bring together the necessary conditions for the
success of this conference, as a point of convergence of struggles and resistances.

Beyond the specificities of each country, the coordination of the ILC observes that in many countries,
the political and union organisations of the labour movement are led to participate in, even implement,
the anti-worker and anti-democratic plans, which renders the fight to preserve the independence of
labour and democratic organisations all the more urgent.”

What is the 9th OWC and what are its goals?
In the declaration of 3 September 2016, the coordination specified:
“Today, at a moment when war and its panoply of atrocities are spreading on all continents, at a

moment when the link between the “social” war waged against the working class and peoples of each
country and on all continents and the war of extermination of peoples reveals itself as clear as day,
notably in the Middle East, we have judged it indispensable to say clearly: The war against Daesh, in
reality, serves as a pretext for the imperialist coalition to wage a war allegedly against terrorism. 

It also serves as a pretext to lay the foundations, in all countries, of a policy of “national union”,
stinking of racism and xenophobia, going as far as the installation of governments of “national union”
in an attempt to restrain – if not destroy - union organisations by their integration.

It serves as a pretext to create the conditions of the destruction of all the social conquests of the
worldwide working class and consequently of the democratic conquests of all peoples. 

This war against Daesh is, in reality, a war of extermination of the peoples of the Middle East led
by imperialist powers and their different agents for the control of oil and gas. It is, in reality, a war
waged to erase every trace of the states of the region and the respective independent nature of each
of them. A war to return “humanity back to the stone age”, to use the formula of general Westmorland
in regards to Vietnam. A war to create the conditions for endless religious and tribal conflicts within
the mosaic of peoples who constitute the Middle East, in order to break up nations.

A war feeding in turn barbaric acts of terrorism on all continents, serving to impose in each country
a “national union” in order to wage a social war in the name of the defence of collective security and
in the interests of large imperialist groups and in order to defeat the peoples’ resistance.

Recognising that the political and economic situation continues to worsen in all countries, we con-
sider ourselves able, without risk of being mistaken, to affirm that this disastrous situation for workers
and peoples is found everywhere in the world. 

As much inside countries as outside their frontiers, capitalist imperialism wages a merciless war
to destroy social conquests, suppress union members, trample democracy under foot and dismember
nations. The labour codes of each country are now shamelessly attacked: the calling into question of
the right to organise in full independence, the calling into question of the right to strike, the calling
into question of the right to protest, the calling into question collective and branch agreements, etc.
That which socially structures a nation is systematically menaced or demolished by decaying capi-
talism. 

And this phenomenon is accelerating in a terrifying way.
We consider that only the working class, brought together in its independent class organisations

and fighting on its own terms to defeat governments engaged in the service of financial capital, the
principal organisers of the spreading war, is capable of putting an end to the barbarity.  

Only the international working class, starting with the working class in imperialist countries whose
governments arm militias in their service and bombard civilian populations daily, is capable, by de-
veloping class struggle in each of its countries, of bringing together around itself every layer of ex-
ploited peoples in its respective countries. 

Only the working class is capable in oppressed countries of organising and assuring the defence of
the sovereignty of countries and national independences, including the right of peoples to auto-deter-
mination. 

We remark the unity, as never before, of the problems, obstacles and issues which confront workers
and peoples. 

However, this unity of problems in the world doesn’t necessarily mean that all situations are iden-
tical. For this reason, at a moment when, on all continents, we see a ripening of gigantic class struggles
against the policies dictated by imperialism and supranational authorities, and at a moment when
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poles of resistance are forming in the heart of class organisations to work to bring together workers
with their organisation in the field of the defence, without concession, of all social and political con-
quests of the working class, the coordination of the ILC addresses itself to all to invite them to confront
their experiences by participating, whatever their history and political origin, in the preparation of
the open world conference.”

So, it is neither an academic conference nor a forum of denunciation, but a concentration of the re-
sistance, a centralisation, albeit partial, of the democratic and anti-imperialist labour struggles.

In this framework, the coordination of the ILC affirmed, 10 December 2016, “the only certainty is
that the working class and oppressed peoples, for their survival, are standing up against the murderous
offensive underway, and, to do this, they need independent organisations in the political and union
fields.”

Today, faced with this unprecedented offensive of destruction, led on all continents by American im-
perialism and its proxies, with the collaboration of the large international institutions of the IMF, the
World Bank and the EU, the anger of the peoples is brewing.

The fights of resistance are spreading. True uprisings are coming. Their expressions already under-
mine the foundations of all the states specifically charged with maintaining the imperialist order.

The declarations by the most powerful heads of state, each more inconsistent and contradictory than
the other, do not succeed in hiding the reality: the world imperialist order, victim of the violence of its
insurmountable contradictions, its decomposition, is shaken from North to South, East to West.

Never, for the working class of imperialist countries, as for that of the countries oppressed by impe-
rialism, have the most vital political questions been simultaneously posed in such exact terms.

Under forms perhaps different on all continents, but close in their content. They are also posed in an
acute fashion for the most vulnerable, starting with women and the youth.

Never, for the working class – the only class capable of assembling behind it all the exploited layers
of the population and oppressed peoples –, has the question of power been posed with such force.

The shaking of the world order and the accelerated process of decomposition of the states devoted to
it, particularly in Europe, are in the process of opening, for the political struggle of the working class
for its emancipation, new and immense perspectives.

In this context, and while all the contradictory processes of decomposition and re-composition are
accelerating, never has the true “combat against war and exploitation” engaged, in unity, in January
1991 by the political and union organisations, labour and anti-imperialist militants who founded the
ILC, since joined by many others, been posed with so much force in these terms.

On the basis of the accumulated experience of these last twenty-five years, it seemed to us that the
moment has come to resolutely tackle, from this angle, the discussion between militants and officials
exercising responsibilities in the labour movement of our respective continents, and in the anti-impe-
rialist movements.

Indeed, in the imperialist countries, the old parties that claimed to defend labour interests and democ-
racy, and which presently openly devote themselves to the rescue, under all its forms, of the rotten cap-
italist system, are all, inexorably, on the path of dismemberment. Abandoned or punished in the
elections, they invoke a pretended “shift to the right” of the masses, nonetheless contradicted by figures
that show a unanimous rejection of the capitalist system and all the governments in its service.

In the countries oppressed by imperialism, the labour parties and organisations that were created in
the struggle for national independence are called, by the whole of the situation, to break with all ac-
commodation with imperialism to be able to play a positive role in the fight for the emancipation of
their working classes and peoples.

In numerous countries, the working class has, due to this, turned increasingly toward its union or-
ganisations, an important tool that it can take hold of to come together as a class in the resistance fights
to which it is forced by the unbridled offensive of imperialism.

At the heart of the life of these class organisations, the essential question of independence finds itself
threatened on all sides with destruction by this offensive. The fight in defence of the union organisations
and their independence – experience has proven – cannot be separated from the fight to help the work-
ing class deploy its offensive, to the end, the only means to push back imperialist barbarity.

New forces are arising in each of our countries and on each of our continents.
New political possibilities are opening for the militants and the determined political officials, to help

the working class and oppressed peoples, to come together in all their power, to use the smallest
breeches opened by this disintegration.

Here is what we want to debate in equality, militants and labour leaders from all continents, on the
basis of the concrete experience of the first mass mobilisations responding to the turning point in the
world situation.

And relaunching the discussion based on the acceleration of the chaotic developments underway on
the international scale and which express an open confrontation between imperialism and its govern-
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ments and institutions on one side and the workers and oppressed peoples on the other, the coordination
noted, 3 September 2017.

The 9th CMO will thus take on a particular dimension because the resistance fights engaged on all
continents require, more than ever, discussion to make the first assessments, to exchange our experi-
ences, to discuss the ways and means to overcome the obstacles in our path, to bring together all these
discussions to help the workers and peoples, without pretending to substitute ourselves for or compete
with any party, union, association or group whatsoever: this is the framework fixed by the 9th OWC.

We think that the 9th Open World Conference could be a decisive point of support to help the workers
and peoples who refuse and fight these reactionary policies and mobilise.

All the more so, since, everywhere, the peoples are confronted with brutal attacks and the calling into
question of their rights and gains (in particular, by generalised casualisation of society and the direct
or insidious calling into question of the right to strike) which are quite often led with the consent of
those that are supposed to represent their interests.

The problems and difficulties posed by this resistance are expressed at the very heart of the labour
and democratic organisations. Parties or unions in which the workers and peoples had traditionally
placed their confidence.

Situations which, without an organised point of support, can lead, despite significant mobilisations,
to the worst adventures of dismemberment or to sad “solutions”, leaving free reign to corporatism, com-
munitarianism, racism… as is already witnessed in the horrible images of massacres and these millions
of “migrants” thrown in the sea.

We are convinced that the independence of the labour movement from employers, from states, from
international institutions, its action and organisation according to its own plan, are the key to the solu-
tion for the worker, peoples and nations.

It is in this framework that we propose to you to discuss, during the 9th OWC, that ways and means
to organise the defence and reconquest of the rights and gains of the workers and the youth, written
into the labour codes; of the rights to health care, threatened with destruction; of the fight against pri-
vatisation; of the defence of democratic freedoms; of the defence of the sovereignty of peoples and na-
tions and the right to auto-determination.

How, beyond the legitimate differences and disagreements, the particular approaches, the conditions spe-
cific to each, the experiences lived, the groupings already underway, is it possible to come together, to unite
to resist, to build or rebuild? Without anyone considering themselves as holder of solutions or immutable
truths that it would suffice to apply, each having total freedom to express themselves as they see fit.

This, especially as throughout the world, all the governments are extremely fragilized, as is witnessed
in a number of electoral results in which the abstentions and the refusal to vote dominate.

And as in other cases, where the vote is used to clearly punish the governments and their parties.
4 January 1991, the Manifesto adopted by the International Liaison Committee of workers and peo-

ples in its founding conference in Barcelona affirmed the confidence of the participants: “in the ability
of the workers of the entire world to free themselves from the chains of exploitation and oppression,
their ability to build a world where the harmonious collaboration between nations and workers will
substitute itself for this world of barbarity that is increasing daily (…).”

And in its final declaration, the 8th OWC, which met in Algiers in November 2010, reaffirmed “this
confidence, strengthened by the events that have unfolded: despite all the suffering and all the de-
struction, the will of resistance and struggle of the workers and peoples who do not accept to disappear
remains the essential element on which the future of humanity depends.

We reaffirm: the peace and fraternity between the workers and peoples can only be realised by the
workers and peoples themselves.

It can only be realised on the basis of the satisfaction of their most fundamental needs, which collide
with those of the class of exploiters that carries with it war and bankruptcy.

Our duty is more that ever to act to organise and contribute to the fight that will help the peoples
and the working class to save, through their own movement, while preserving the independence of
their organisations, humanity from war and the chains of exploitation and oppression.”

It is thus up to our 9th OWC against war and exploitation to create a point of support, a step forward
for the democratic and anti-imperialist labour movement, to bring through free debate the responses
to the questions raised by the call for the 9th CMO, 29 May 2016:

“What first lessons can we draw from the struggles being engaged by the working class, the youth
and oppressed peoples in this new period?

What lessons to draw from the political positions taken by the different forces and currents which
claim to stand for the workers’ movement and anti-imperialism?

What lessons to draw from the methods employed in each of our countries to overcome the obstacles
encountered and to take the first serious steps toward the gathering together of the mass of the work-
ing class on its own terms?
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How to help each other in this battle?”
So, for international solidarity and fraternity against war and exploitation!
In defence
-of the rights of workers and the youth;
-of the independence of labour organisations;
-of the democratic rights and freedoms;
-of the sovereignty of the peoples and nations.
The floor is yours!

T he 9th World Open Conference was held
in Algiers from December 8th to 10th
2017 initiated by the International La-

bour Entente (EIT) and organised by the Wor-
kers  Party of Algeria. At the end  of this
Conference  Dominique Canut, co-ordinator of
the EIT with Louisa Hanoune, underlined the,
the extraordinary work of the militants of the
Workers Party to organize it with utmost se-
riousness and insure its success. Gathered in
this conference  were the delegates of 42 coun-
tries, all of them trade union activists and repre-
sentatives, leaders of political organizations and
parties of various trends, supported by 700 acti-
vists and representatives of the labour and anti-
imperialist movement from 60 countries.(1)
Louisa Hanoune, General Secretary of the Alge-
rian Workers Party, presided debates with Do-
minique Canut (POI). She reiterated that the
CMO was not to compete with any party, any
union organization. It is a wide framework set
up for free discussion, aimed at exchanging
points of view, experiences, between labour and
anti-imperialist militants, in accordance with
their respective commitments.
In her introduction that was attended by many
Algerian media, Louisa Hanoune insisted that
here is an emergency situation, marked by an
unprecedented crisis of the domination of impe-
rialism; which shows notably in Trump’s most
recent provocation over Jerusalem.
For three days delegates from all over the world
exchanged views and experiences for dozens of
hours. All were intent on contributing their
share, in English, French, Arabic, Russian, Spa-
nish, Portuguese, Rumanian;  languages diffe-
red, but the language of labour
internationalism, the language of the struggle
against imperialism, that language was the
same. Delegates were conscious that they were
not only testifying for History, they knew that
they were actively taking part in the making of
the history of the struggles of the working class.
Outside sessions, during evening meals and

after, delegates would change tables, mixing
with other delegates of different countries and
different continents, seeking to develop the dis-
cussions of  the  plenary session.
In Barcelona in 1991 the International Workers
and Peoples Entente  (EIT) was formed, based
on the struggle “against war and exploitation”.
Some 25 years later, major upheavals are taking
place, and new forces are emerging; and at this
moment in time the EIT has decided to open a
large debate with all those refusing this offen-
sive on the rights of peoples for self-determina-
tion and against social rights, to discuss the
following question: how do we help the working
class to resist, to overcome obstacles, to unite in
order to move forward?
Ninety delegates took part in the ensuing wide
discussion. This debate reflected free discus-
sion, the diverse situations, experiences, views,
and a common pursuit.
In page four of this paper we publish the decla-
ration adopted by the Conference, and in this
issue and in the next we shall give a detailed ac-
count of the rich debates. They centred on the
will of the working class to resist, and on the ab-
solute necessity for the independence of its or-
ganisations.
At the end of  the debates, one conclusion had
become clear: it is indispensable to pursue these
exchanges, in order to help each other, to help
resist, and to help organize international solida-
rity. With this objective, the conference was
concluded by the proposal by the EIT to form a
liaison committee of the CMO with representa-
tives of all the countries that were present at
this CMO.

(1) Representatives from three countries were prevented
from coming to the conference: the Belgian delegation be-
cause of a strike, the Moroccan militants because of the
tense situation in the Rif, and the representatives from
Haiti because the French government blocked their transit
visas.

A success !

Published in Informations ouvrières n° 483, week of 14 December 2017



6

The conference began its work the day after
Trump’s decision to transfer the embassy
of the United States to Jerusalem. Louisa

Hanoune reported to the conference what was
said in his press conference: “Trump’s provoca-
tions on Palestine confirm all the contradictions
evoked in this meeting: all of imperialism is in
political decomposition.”

But, facing this provocation, the resistance
and determination of the Palestinian people for
liberty, sovereignty, land, the right to return are
intact, as was illustrated by the very large num-
ber of Palestinian and Lebanese delegates.

Trumps discourse is an indication of the glo-
bal crisis of imperialism that is pushing him to
accentuate his offensive against the workers and
peoples, leading to wars and the breaking up of
nations.

Wars provoked and maintained for the grea-
ter profit of the large monopolies, which fiercely
compete to pillage wealth and natural resources.

The observation made known to the confe-
rence by the general secretary of the Union of
Free Unions of Cameroon is indisputable: “In the
Republic of the Congo, the wars from 1996 to
2003 had 6 million victims. The Monusco (Uni-
ted Nations Organisation Stabilisation Mission
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo) has
been installed for eighteen years: peace has never
been able to be found (…). What is behind these
wars? Congo holds over 60% of the world’s col-
tan reserves, a strategic mineral at the heart of
new technologies. You understand why multina-
tionals such as Nokia, Alcatel, Apple or Nikon
could indirectly finance war in Kivu.”

These are the same trusts that, in imperialist
countries, are proceeding with restructurings
and firings.

A reality reported by a leader of the General
Confederation of Free Unions of Niger: “Niger is
filled with French and American bases whose
drones fly over the territory, supposedly in the
name of the war against terror. But what is the
situation? Niger abounds with natural resources
(uranium, gold, oil…), all of which are exploited
by foreign companies. Areva, which exploits ura-
nium, is exonerated from the VAT, and external
debt is strangling the country. Misery, precarity
and the absence of a future are pushing the youth
into networks like Boko Haram. All the profits
from the exploitation of our resources are mono-
polised by the imperialist powers, by their mo-
nopolies that, at this very moment, are massively
firing. And the Nigerien government has just
fired 13,000 teachers.”

Based on the situation peculiar to their coun-
tries, a number of speakers denounced the true
nature of the war against terrorism, in reality a
tool in the service of maintaining the imperialist
order.

A leader of the primary school teachers’ union
– UGTT – (Tunisia) explains: “The war against
terrorism serves to cover another war: the social
war. My city, Kasserine, saw 22 martyrs fall du-
ring the Tunisian revolution that got rid of Ben
Ali. On the news, they never speak of Kasserine,
accept if there is an attack. But the reality of Kas-
serine today is that of the militarisation of the
city to repress social movements, due to the place
it occupied in the contestation and fall of impe-
rialism’s servant regime!”

At the same moment, a French militant em-
phasised, “Emmanuel Macron, the same who
congratulated himself in Burkina Faso on the
French military interventions in Africa, launched
an offensive to definitively be done with all the
conquests won by class struggle, particularly in
1936 and 1945”. An offensive mentioned by all
the European delegates, from Portugal, Spain,
Germany, Sweden…

The “war against terrorism” also means the
massive exodus of populations, of the youth
“pushed in waves to suicide in the desert or in the
waters of the Mediterranean. If they escape all
these fatal trials, they are either captured as
slaves or hounded in the host countries” (general
secretary of the National Confederation of Wor-
kers of Senegal – Forces of change).

Through wars, through the arm, notably, of
the franc CFA, the colonial oppression continues
in the last of the French colonies: Guadeloupe,
Martinique, Réunion…

In this offensive against the rights of the wor-
kers and peoples, all means are admissible. In
Brazil, it’s the institutional coup d’état to get rid
of Dilma Roussef, and to “impose the privatisa-
tion of everything, to break labour, to reduce the
power of the unions” said a delegate from the
Brazilian PT. A coup against the sovereignty of
the nation that continues today with the attempts
to block the candidature of Lula. In Venezuela,
following the election of the Constituent Assem-
bly and after the results of the last regional elec-
tions that strengthened Maduro, “the United
States imposed a financial, medical and food
blockade: they want to overthrow Maduro”, de-
nounced a deputy to the Constituent Assembly.
Of course, from one country to another, the
forms are different, but all the interventions
brought to light the offensive undertaken on the

230 delegates from 42 countries decide to form 
an international committee of liaison (1)

Published in Informations ouvrières n° 483, week of 14 December 2017
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The delegates of the 9th Open World Conference
(CMO- OWC) in their own words

Published in Informations Ouvrières N° 484 - December 21st  to January 10th 2018

Lucien Gauthier

The Open World Conference against war and exploitation on December 8th, 9th and 10th in Algiers.
230 delegates attended, from 42 countries. A year ago this world conference was called and signed by
700 militants from 60 countries. In this document it said  

“Two months later, the stupefaction that struck the whole world after the announcement of the
election of Donald Trump provided a striking picture of the total political deadend into which the
imperialist system has entered.
The panic that first affected all financial centers of the planet was followed by the fears of the central
banks of the great imperialist powers, which confess that they tried everything, in vain, to overcome
the effects of the 2007- 2008 crisis in order to restart “growth”. This panic, which has gripped all
the “world’s big players”, is a harbinger of one of the most serious threats to the whole of mankind
since the outbreak of the Second World War. Wars are expanding, alliances are made and broken

world scale to finish with social protection, with
the Labour Codes, with all the worker conquests.

At the centre of this offensive, the union orga-
nisations that the governments seek to bring to
heel, or associate with their plan through “social
dialog”. A French unionist explained: “Macron’s
ordonnances were passed, it must be said, thanks
to the leeway left by the leaderships of the union
movement with the motive that the worst must
be avoided.”

But from all the discussion came one same ob-
servation: the labour militants want for “their or-
ganisations to do that which they were made for,”
as a French unionist indicated.

In all the countries, within the organisations,
the militants stand up to defend the indepen-
dence of the organisation, as was reported by the
militants from Algeria, South Africa, Tunisia,
France… This union militant from Romania who
showed how, in education and healthcare, the
mobilisations with the unions run up against “so-
cial dialog” between the government and the
confederations.

In Germany, “the joint electoral failure of the
candidates of the CDU and the SPD expressed
the massive rejection of the policies led since
2010, notably by the great coalition CDU-SPD.
In Germany, all is centred around the fact that it
is forbidden to strike against a business’s strate-
gic decisions, or against the governmental deci-
sions.” Nevertheless, as was explained by a
transportation union delegate (Ver.di), “these
last years, these restrictions have been seriously
undermined several times. In 2017, we imposed
a strike in all the enterprises of the ground ser-
vices at the airports. We won a new collective
agreement.”

At the centre of all the speeches: the need for
the independence of labour organisations, to pre-
serve it, to conquer it or reconquer it.” As was

pointed out by a French unionist: “When we
make deals with the bourgeoisie, catastrophe is
guaranteed.”

Very significant upheavals are coming, as was
underlined by the Brazilian delegates, or those of
Venezuela, who notably explained how the Vene-
zuelan people, including its most oppressed sec-
tors of society, took hold of the election to the
Constituent Assembly to defend its national so-
vereignty, to preserve its rights and to impose
new ones.

No one could have foreseen the explosion in
Catalonia; the Catalan people will not be able to
resolve the problem alone. In the continuity of
the massive rejection of the policies led against
the workers and peoples of Spain by the succes-
sive governments of the monarchy and relayed
in Catalonia by the former independentist go-
vernment.

As a Spanish delegate explained, it’s the uni-
ted working class throughout Spain facing a sin-
gle regime, that of the monarchy and its policies,
that can, based on its social and democratic de-
mands, impose the outcome of the Republic.

For three days, an intense discussion was led
between the delegates based on their concrete
experiences of the class struggle. Whether they
came from oppressed countries or imperialist
countries, the same conviction was reinforced in
the discussion: it’s by the exchange of points of
view and experiences that we can, through an in-
ternationalism in action, help to organise the re-
sistance, help the class to find a solution. This is
the basis of the decision to form a committee of
international liaison.

(1) This committee is a new body, not to be confused with the

International Liaison Committee of workers and peoples, although,

obviously, the ILC played a role in its formation and members of

the ILC will take part. (translator’s note.) 
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as circumstances dictate, arms budgets are skyrocketing, while production is stagnating, world
trade is regressing, poverty is spreading on all continents, throwing millions of refugees from the
Middle East, Africa, Asia, and Eastern
Europe onto the roads of exodus. Nobody knows where they are headed. Uncertainty is rampant.
This is the heavy price that the unfettered power of finance capital and its accredited agents want
to impose on all humanity to ensure their survival. This is the exorbitant price that humanity is
forced to pay to the lawless brigands who preside over the destinies of imperialist monopolies.
These brigands have but one rule: to mercilessly crush all obstacles to the war they are waging for
control of a world market on the way to disintegration in order to perpetuate their profits. The only
certainty is that the working class and the oppressed peoples, in defense of their survival, will rise
up against the murderous offensive, which is under way, and that in order to do so they will need
independent organizations, both on the political and the trade union level. Today, in the face of
this unprecedented enterprise of destruction waged on all the continents by American imperialism
and its auxiliaries with the collaboration of the big international institutions such as the IMF, the
World Bank, the European Union, the anger of the peoples is seething. The fights of resistance are
spreading. Veritable uprisings are in the offing, and are already undermining the foundations of
all States, which have been placed in charge precisely of guaranteeing the imperialist order. The
declarations of the most powerful State leaders, each
more inconsistent and contradictory than the other, are unable to hide the reality: the world im-
perialist order, victim of its own insurmountable contradictions, is being
shaken from North to South, from East to West. Never for the working class of the imperialist coun-
tries, as for those under imperialist domination, have the most vital
of political questions been posed simultaneously in such similar terms. Under different forms, cer-
tainly, on all the continents, but with a similar content. These political questions are also posed
more acutely for the most vulnerable, above all the youth and women. Never for the working class
– the only class capable of gathering
behind it all the exploited sectors of the population and the oppressed peoples – has the question
of government power been posed with such force.…”

A year has passed since these lines were written. Developments since then have confirmed this ana-
lysis. The global offensive to destroy workers’ rights and democratic rights has expanded on every conti-
nent, thus provoking the resistance of the workers and peoples.

The debates of this 9th Conference are the basis for common action and elaboration on an interna-
tional scale: 90 delegates have taken the floor, they have drawn conclusions from their political expe-
riences and confronted them to the turn in world situation. These forces are seeking to forge anew the
means for the political struggle  in order to help the working class to find its political and organisational
means to bring down the power of capital. Page 16 you may read the statement emanating from the 9th
OWC.

The major decision of this conference is to form an International Liaison Committee which will help
organise further exchanges, dialogue, and, action.

In the Algerian press
El Watan, December 9th

From yesterday until Sunday, The Artists’ Village in Zeralda is hosting the 9th Open World Conference
(OWC) “against war and exploitation”, under the auspices of the Workers Party (PT).

These conferences are initiated by the International Entente of Workers and Peoples (EIT). This is a
framework for concertation between different labour organizations. It was created in Barcelona in Ja-
nuary 1991 “on the eve of the first imperialist war against Irak”.

The militants and political cadres who founded the EIT had elaborated a manifesto: “Manifesto
against war and exploitation”, establishing close links between wars, capitalism and international fi-
nancial institutions. The EIT has representatives from around sixty countries.

This transnational anti-imperialist movement has been holding Open World Conferences since its
creation in order to alert on the damages of neoliberal imperialism and of new forms of the destruction
of States. Open World Conferences were organized in Barcelona, Paris, Banska Bystrica (Slovakia), Ber-
lin, San Francisco, Madrid, Algiers…
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In 1993 the conference revealed what was at stake in “the privatisations and IMF plans”. In 1996, the
conference promoted “the defence of public services”. In 2002, the conference denounced “deregulation”
and proclaimed “workers’ rights for everyone”(…).

Her (? L’allocution de qui? La coupe n’est pas claire. C’est Louisa qui parle déjà comme pour le para-
graphe suivant?)

Her speech evidently has a special resonance with present events: neo-colonial wars under the NATO
umbrella, the worrying situation in Palestine with Trump’s latest political whim and provocation in the
decision to transfer the US embassy in Jerusalem (…).

“So why this 9th Open World Conference and why now?” asks PT general secretary. To answer that
question, the speaker mentions the appeal launched by the coordination of the EIT on May 29th 2016
which said it was urgent to unite “against the imperialist system that is crushing nations and exhausting
peoples, attacking them from all sides and in every way possible, thus destabilising several States at
their frontiers and inside their territory.”

The EIT reports on “destructive instructions given by imperialist institutions: the IMF, the World
Bank, the EU, etc.”

Louisa Hanoune goes on to say that “In this context, the Entente considers that the multiplication of
wars and the dislocation of nations in the Middle-East and in Africa is the consequence of the imperialist
offensive.” Among the consequences, “millions of refugees and migrants show the savagery of the im-
perialist system. It threatens the entire human civilisation.”

And Louisa Hanoune says that the EIT wants to “open a wide debate with all those who refuse this
aggression on the rights of peoples for self-determination and on their social rights.” According to her,
“this conference is the meeting point of all the resistance struggles”. And “war and exploitation are the
two sides of the same coin” she insists (…).

PT general secretary believes that the trend for “so-called national union governments” is only a pre-
text “to wage a social war in the name of the defence of collective security and in fact in the service of
imperialist consortiums’ interests, until the resistance of the peoples is extinct.” “Labour Codes in each
country are exposed to shameful attacks, revising the right for independent organisation, jeopardising
the right to strike, the right to demonstrate, the right for collective bargaining and branch agreements.”
“Decaying capitalism threatens and destroys the social backbone of nations”, says EIT coordinator(…)

To conclude, Mrs Hanoune underlined that the meaning, the fundamental interest of these three days
of debate is to even out all disputes and to stand together, and ask ourselves: “What do we first learn
from the first struggles of the working class, youth, and oppressed peoples, starting in this new period?
What do we learn from the political positioning of the different forces and currents of the labour and
anti-imperialist movement? What do we learn from the methods adopted in each country to overcome
obstacles and to make the first serious steps towards gathering the mass of the working class? How do
we help each other in this struggle?” Doubtless this struggle is far from being lost…

The Evening, December 11th 

The Ninth Open World Conference of the International Workers Entente was held in Algiers for three
days. It came to a close yesterday, with, besides other things, resolutions and the creation of an Inter-
national Liaison Committee (…)

Louisa Hanoune explained that this will be a “setting for discussing, liaising between trade union and
political organisations, and other militants”. She went on to say that it will serve to “elaborate common
initiatives if necessary, and to further international solidarity for workers and democratic struggles.”
This setting for resistance and combat will also serve to “centralise struggles and experiences”(…)

The one motion adopted by this conclave was “total support to the Palestinian people in its struggle
for its State with El-Qods as its capital.”

Liberté, 11 December 2017
(…) As for the French representative, he reminded that this conference is a new stage to “coordinate

the struggles for the liberation of peoples”, “it’s a flexible framework where we can organise around how
to act on the questions of the independence of the union organisations in our respective countries…”,
he affirmed. Furthermore, he did not forget to criticise the stay of President Emanuel Macron. “He
didn’t say a word to condemn colonialism. He only said: ‘I am young (not concerned’. Colonialism is a
stain for France and the French.” More than 80 speakers, including the representatives of parties and
unions from several countries debated for three days on the offensive led by imperialism against the
workers, the social gains and the resources of the countries.
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Romania

Mugurel Popescu
President of the union
Solidarity of higher 
education in Craiova;
president of the Union
Federation in Bucharest.

Cleaning up our organisations
What are the principal problems 
you face?
The first problem is cleaning up our union organ-
isations. There are leaders who, clearly, betray
us. It’s a fact.
We consider that there is a problem of informa-

tion, the need to debate on our problems. The
leaders must represent the workers and their in-
terests, not tell them what to do. To represent,
not lead in their place.

What are the principal fights 
you are leading?
The first fight led by the unions is sadly amongst
themselves. It’s the worst situation there is. They
are constrained to fight to have the same rights.
The whole of the law is against the unions and
against their unity. The law establishes that, up
to twenty workers, there is an individual con-
tract, whereas at 21, you have the obligation to
negotiate a collective contract. The massive flight
of Romanian workers to Europe diminishes the
strength of the unions.
The other problem is the criteria of representa-
tiveness, not recognised if you have 50% plus one
of the workers. However, that is not representa-
tiveness; it’s the majority! If you don’t have that,
you can’t do much. We do our best to try to re-

Venezuela

Raul Ordoñez
Deputy to the National
Constituent Assembly

National sovereignty: 
intolerable for imperialism!

What is your point of view 
on the situation?
National sovereignty is intolerable for imperialism.
As you know, in Venezuela, a National Constituent
Assembly has been elected. The right, supported by
imperialism, has run riot to try to destabilise the
country. In the regional elections, it has suffered a
heavy setback. We have won a respite. Of course,
imperialism does not accept: it has tightened its
stranglehold and hardened the blockade against
Venezuela. It is notably supported by the Euro-
peans. Hand in hand with the United States, they
speculate on the Venezuelan debt, held by a consor-
tium situated in Europe and directly tied to the
“vulture funds”. What we bring to the Constituent
Assembly is the necessity to do everything possible
to preserve our conquests and win new ones.

In the labour commission of the Constituent As-
sembly, we notably discuss the question of the
economic power, which is concentrated on the
question of price controls, of the fifty most im-
portant consumer products, in particular. Ano-
ther important point is the renegotiation of the
debt: we must buy time. Union independence is
also an essential question. The state has institu-
ted a “worker productivity committee”. Maduro
wants to associate the unions with it. My point of
view is that we need a strong union confedera-
tion that defends national sovereignty and our
major conquests. This is our starting point.
The Maduro government is a government caught
between contradictory tensions, but it’s a wall of
contention against imperialism’s offensive. I
would give an example: in 2016, we had a hurri-
cane, the American blockade and the coup d’état
in Brazil. Despite this, the conquests of the Ve-
nezuelan people were not called into question.
Once again, the Maduro government is a contra-
dictory government, but we know that if it is
crushed, it would mean the crushing of the wor-
king class in Venezuela.

What does your participation in the OWC
mean to you?
The question of national sovereignty trampled by
imperialism runs through all the discussions.
The conference, in itself, allows militants from
tens of countries to come together on this terrain.
The fact that the conference takes position for the
defence of national sovereignty is a point of sup-
port in the fight for the sovereignty of the Vene-
zuelan people.

The delegates have the floor
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duce these criteria of representativeness. There
are few organisations that attain this figure.

And what do you think of the political
situation in Romania?
It doesn’t change much for us, who is leading. All
the successive governments are in the service of
foreign capitalist powers. Year after year, one at-
tack follows the other against the rights of the
workers. We are continuously losing buying
power, from one year to another, the prices are
skyrocketing. So, it’s not important, who is lead-
ing the country…

Why are you participating in the OWC?
It’s very important for me to be here, since here are
gathered people who act. People talk, but few act.
While the unions discuss, the governments ad-
vance. Workers continue to obey while their lives
are deteriorating. It is not a question for us, which
party is elected. This is why the workers no longer
vote. Whatever party was elected in the last ten

years, and there were four or five, we always lost.

Why to you think you lose?
Because we don’t agree to create a workers’
party. Which is the only way to act and open the
perspective of taking power and to respond to the
mobilisations. 
The workers are tired of the parties because they
have known thirty years of unkept promises. This
is not a program that will bring along the work-
ers, who no longer believe and abstain. The situ-
ation is so crazy that a party that was just formed,
that had only nine months of existence, arrived
in Parliament by obtaining, in the elections, the
votes of only 6% of the voters!
There are also tripartite commissions in which
the unions participate. “Tripartite” means the
government, business and the unions. So, in
these commissions, the unions are one against
two: business, but also the government, are our
enemies. It’s a trap. The laws on social dialog
make things very difficult.

Palestine

Iman Abusalah
Member of the Union
Front in the West Bank

Women and Workers 
in Palestine

You spoke on the problems faced by the
union movement in Palestine. Could you
tell us a bit more about it?
In the last period, the union movement has been
on the decline because of the Palestinian Author-
ity, which seeks to control it. This intervention
by the Palestinian Authority consists in repress-
ing the union movement. It is the will of the
Palestinian Authority that the union movement
obey its orders and follow its recommendations.
We are aware of the accord that was established
between the Palestinian Authority and business.
This shows that the laws principally obey the in-
terests of business and not those of the workers.
The Palestinian Authority has allowed the pri-
vatisation of a certain number of sectors, notably
electricity, water and communications.
And this has led the Palestinian authority to
make it that the whole of union law be dictated
by its care and not by the union organisations,

for a law that guarantees the union rights of or-
ganisation and demands.

Is this concretely incarnated 
by repression?
It is permitted by the very fact that the Palestin-
ian Authority supports the policy of privatisation
and business’s demand to modify union rights.
We have notably seen the repression in the re-
form of social rights and Social Security. On this
occasion, there was repression against a certain
number of militants that opposed the reform of
social rights.

What do you think of the open world
conference, and why are you 
participating in it?
This is the second time that I participate in an
open world conference. This conference brings
together militants from all the continents, be
they from the Arab world or elsewhere, to know
their political and union experiences, and this in
the different countries that participate in the
conference, to exchange our experiences. And I
observe with pride how much the world confer-
ence affirms its support of the Palestinian cause.

What do you think of the rapprochement
underway between Hamas 
and the Palestinian Authority?
We have seen the reality of this rapprochement.
It is more of a media operation, the result of
pressure coming from Saudi Arabia or the United
States, but, in reality, we don’t feel it.
By the very fact that Hamas controls Gaza and
the Palestinian authority the West Bank, in the
current situation they are obliged to come to-
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gether, more to defend their interests that to de-
fend the Palestinian cause.

You evoked the situation 
of women workers in Palestine? 
Could you develop a bit more?
In the private sector, the represent 11.6% of the
workers and 19.4% in the public sector. They also
work in services, in the clothing industry, in early
childhood care (day care) or in private education,
not to mention informal work that is not recog-
nised by the labour agreements, and the agricul-
tural sector. Palestinian women are confronted
with a lot of contempt for their rights in these
sectors and a lot of attacks on their pay.  The
minimum salary is around 400 dollars, but for
many women, the salary does not exceed 100
dollars. They do not benefit from social coverage
either; their rights to maternity leave are not
recognised and, if they take one, it is at their own
expense. For work equal to that of men, they do
not receive equal pay, even if they do the same
tasks. They are confronted with violence at the
workplace. They do not have access to occupa-
tional medicine, even with work-related illnesses. 
I would like to say a few words about the women
working in the occupied territories. They work as
housekeepers or in the agricultural sector and
they meet with much more violence and brutality
than those who work in Gaza or the West Bank.
We don’t know their number. They have no or-

ganised oversight. They are employed through
placement agents that send them to agricultural
sights. Some have work contracts, others do not.
These women that work in the occupied territo-
ries, leaving early and coming home late, pass a
significant part of their time in transit and are
quite exposed to violence and rape. To make it to
their work, some pass legally through the check-
points and others illegally, passing over walls or
through pipes that allow them to access the oc-
cupied territories.
The majority of the women that go to work in the
agricultural sector in the occupied territories
move there for periods of up to two months, for
harvests, by setting up tents. They are thus gone
from home for a rather long time.
I would also like to speak of the Palestinian peo-
ple in general, to say that there is an equilibrium
between men and women, since there are 49% of
women and 51% of men. And Palestinian women
have access to a superior level of instruction.
Many of them teach at the University, in the pub-
lic sector or in the private sector, and some have
high-level responsibilities. But the senior posts
still remain in the hands of men. This leads us to
demand social justice, because their responsibil-
ities are not inferior to those of men. We there-
fore demand the modification of the labour laws,
notably law 7 of the year 2000, maternity leave
and the recognition of women who work as
household help.

Turkey
Unionist

A difficult situation
What is the current situation in Turkey?
What battles are being led by your 
organisation?
I am the secretary of a union. The situation faced
by the bureau of my organisation is eloquent.
The majority of its members no longer have the
possibility to travel: their passports have been
confiscated. Some have been fired. One of them
has done three months in prison.
Following the attempted coup d’état that took
place 15 July 2016, five days later, 20 July, the
state of emergency was declared. After that, nu-
merous decree-laws were adopted by the govern-
ment. The result of these decree-laws is that
112,000 people have been arrested, over 200
journalists are in prison, nearly 3,000 politicians
are locked up.
This situation has made Turkey a country in
which it is very difficult to fight to defend the

rights of workers. It is no longer even possible to
defend the fundamental democratic rights.
Thirty-six thousand education personnel have
been fired, thus more significant in number than
the firings that took place in the army.
Since the beginning, we have helped them finan-
cially and legally, notably by getting them
lawyers.
11 January 2016, a petition demanding peace was
signed by 1,128 university professors, of which
some are famous throughout the world. Mass
media, controlled by the government, violently
attacked the signatories.
Four hundred ten university professors were
fired.
The prosecutor of Istanbul summoned these uni-
versity professors to court. They are accused of
supporting a terrorist group.
The unfolding of these proceedings began 5 De-
cember 2017. A gathering was organised, bring-
ing together numerous professors, politicians,
unionists, of whom some were French.
These proceedings constitute an attack against
fundamental rights, the freedom of thought and
expression, in particular. The University, in ef-
fect, is one of the privileged places of expression
and critical thinking.
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What do you expect from the OWC 
and what do you already think 
of this meeting?
The union organisations participate in numerous
official meetings in the world in order to accom-
plish their duty. The open world conference of-
fers a different framework. It offers the
possibility to all the militants to exchange and
does not only welcome the leaders of union or-
ganisations.

It is a conference that has a more political and
more practical dimension. It is part of an anti-
imperialist fight. It constitutes, for me, a force. It
offers us the chance to meet people from differ-
ent sectors and countries, which the official
meetings do not allow us. This give move power
to the labour movement.

Brazil
Luiz Eduardo 
Greenhalgh

Lawyer, founding mem-
ber of the Workers’ Party
(PT), former deputy 
in the Brazilian National
Assembly and member 
of the national board 
of directors of the PT

The coup d’état calls gains 
into question

What is your analysis of the current 
situation in Brazil, following Temer’s
coup d’état?
During the governments of Lula and Dilma, the
country experienced a great leap in social and
economic development. 
At a certain moment, we found a gigantic oil de-
posit in deep waters, along the entire maritime
coast of Brazil. This off-shore deposit is called the
pre-salt.
The United States immediately investigated the
quantity of oil discovered and what could be pro-
duced and wanted to advise the Brazilian govern-
ment to privatise the pre-salt.
Lula and Dilma refused, saying that it was a
strategic reserve for the Brazilian youth.
News stories began to be spread everywhere say-
ing that the situation of the country was very pre-
carious, on the brink of bankruptcy.
North American interests are especially defended
in the press by the network of the newspaper
Globo, which is very powerful and holds a major
part of the press.
So, Dilma went on re-election campaign, saying
that the country was in debt, that the country was
on the brink of a crisis. Despite this, Dilma won
the elections with 51%, versus 49% for the oppo-
sition. The opposition did not accept this result

and then engaged in electoral appeals, demand-
ing the annulation of the election and that an-
other be organised. All the situation rose in
crescendo until they initiated an impeachment
process.
With Temer’s coup d’état, they began to take; to
take, and to destroy all that we have gained in the
former period, all that had been won during the
terms of Lula and Dilma.
They are thus in the process of privatising the
pre-salt.
They passed a work reform that reduces salaries
and says that the accord passed between the em-
ployer and his employee is superior to that stip-
ulated in the law: a complete individualisation of
the relationship between capital and labour.
Now, they foresee a reform of retirement.

And now, what’s happening with Lula?
All this economic reorganisation of Brazil – the
putschists say that the country is bankrupt – is
done to the detriment of the rights of workers,
the rights of the retired, through the indiscrimi-
nate sale of public property. They are in the
process of privatising everything, absolutely
everything: schools, steel sector enterprises, oil…
The people have thus begun to perceive that the
impeachment of Dilma was a trap to take away
the rights they had gained. They workers said to
themselves: “Very well, we will change things in
the October 2018 presidential elections.” And so,
the people demanded the return of Lula. It was
then that a new phase of the coup d’état began,
consisting in the implementation of a strategy to
prevent Lula from participating in the next pres-
idential election, in October 2018.
After putting pressure on the deputies, they set
the judicial machine in motion.
There began to be accusations against Lula to
lock him in a web of proceedings showing that he
was supposedly guilty of many irregular acts dur-
ing his term, which supposedly led to a worsen-
ing of the corruption in the state apparatus.
From there began a whole series of proceedings.
Brazilian law stipulates that, to be a candidate in
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an election for any public position, you must not
have been condemned in a trial of the second in-
stance.
Lula, in these proceeding against “undetermined
irregularities”, was condemned to eight years of
reclusion by judge Sergio Moro. Lula of course
used his right to appeal on bail, for a judgement
in the second instance. The second instance is a
collective tribunal. If Lula is condemned in the
second instance, he cannot present his candida-
ture. But the judges of the tribunal of the second
instance are accelerating the process. Because, to
impede him from presenting his candidature,
Lula must be condemned at least six months be-
fore the official date of the elections. If Lula is not
condemned before this period, he has the right
to be candidate. And as the elections are in Oc-
tober, the judges want to condemn him before
the month of April.

What is the reaction of the workers?
There a very powerful day of general strike of
warning. There are a lot of other social move-
ments in Brazil besides the unions. We have the
Movement of Landless Workers (MST), which is
leading a very important struggle, since Temer is
in the process of liberalising the buying of land
by foreigners. There is the Movement of Roofless
Workers (MTST), there is the Anti-Blockade
Movement (MOAB), there is the National Union
of Students (UNE). They all participated in the

general strike, as well as the CUT and al the other
Union Centres.
The dilemma for the 18th is the following: Si
votai, vai parar! (“If there is a vote, then the
country will go on strike”). If Temer puts the re-
form of retirements (providencia) on the agenda,
then Brazil will be on strike.

What do you hope will result from 
this 9th OWC? How do you see things?
The offensive against unions and workers, the
deregulation of labour legislation and the dereg-
ulation of retirement legislation are not exclu-
sively Brazilian phenomena. It is a world-wide
phenomenon that runs through all the speeches
by the participants in this conference. The stories
are similar, the problems are similar. And so, I
think that the ideas, the solutions that we will
find, must be similar.
The workers must have a world-wide articula-
tion; it’s an obligation that the workers give
themselves a means of exchange to establish
strategies, to be able to affront imperialism and
financial capital. This conference serves to show
that what happens in Brazil is not a national
specificity. The others are also in these processes,
and we must take common initiatives.
The second thing that strongly impressed me was
the situation of the struggle in Palestine, and in
Africa as well.

Niger

Saïdou Abdou
General secretary 
of the National Union 
of Petroleum Workers

To set our sights on new 
perspectives of struggle

What are the fights you have led to build
the union?
The National Union of Petroleum Workers
(Synatrap) was born 9 January 2013. The union
was created through a true fight. In the multina-
tional that employs us, there is no collective
agreement. We have demanded the creation of a
salary scale, the raising of our salaries, the im-
provement of our living conditions, notably med-

ical care, but also the improvement of housing
and restauration. 
Our employers categorically refused the right of
the union to exist. The union secretary and cer-
tain members of the bureau received letters of
termination.
We therefore decided to stop work without no-
tice, with nothing, starting at midnight, on the
basis of our demands and demanding that our
comrades not be fired.
The negotiations led to nothing. We maintained
our work stoppage, Wo obtained the stopping of
the firing procedures, the creation of a salary grid
and the raising of our salaries.
After this victory, we were followed by workers
of other enterprises of the group (nearly ten out-
sourcing businesses). Today, we are present
there.
We had to multiply the strikes to be heard, and
we are led to continue this fight.

Could you go back over the situation 
in Niger, in relation to the fight 
that you lead in your sector?
In the oil sector, we are directly confronted with
foreign imperialisms. The multinationals impose
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their rules. The oil is a Nigerien resource and it
must benefit Nigeriens.
The political leaders are unaware of the stakes.
The union leaders and of the different organisa-
tions have the responsibility to lead the workers
to become aware of the situation and defend
themselves.
The 2018 finance bill of Niger does not corre-
spond to the realities of the needs of the popula-
tion. I will meet with young people around me to
organise a march against this bill.

What do you think of the open world
conference?
This is the occasion to thank the ILC for having
invited us. This will allow us to set our sights on
new perspectives to struggle against exploitation
and war in our sector. We will do our best to
bring new results to our next meeting.

Portugal

João Vasconcelos
Deputy of the Left Bloc

We are in favour 
of the mobilisations

What is your assessment of the situation
in Portugal and the policies 
of the new government?
The assessment of the policies of this govern-
ment, I carry it as a member of the Left Bloc. In
2015, there was an election; before, there was a
government in the service of the Troika. It was
necessary to have a political change. The Left
Bloc, the Socialist Party and the Communist
party had a parliamentary majority. This govern-
ment is the product of the Left Bloc, which pro-
posed an agreement with the PS, which the PC
eventually joined. It was a minimal agreement to
chase the right from power and stop the degra-

dation of the country, and to improve the rev-
enue of families, to annul the measures reducing
the rights of the workers led by the right.
Broadly speaking, what was implemented in the
last two years partially corresponds the Left Bloc-
PS agreement. We just adopted a finance law that
alleviated the fiscal burden on families but, on
the other hand, the budget does not respond to
the needs of the public services, because the gov-
ernment and the Socialist Party are submissive
to Merkel and Brussels. The Left Bloc demands
more, but we only count for 10% of the elec-
torate. We are therefore pressing to demand
measures more favourable to the workers,
through the revision of the Labour Code. The
electricity companies make enormous profits
that we want to diminish, in favour of the popu-
lation. There was even an agreement with the PS
on this subject. But the PS broke the agreement
at the last moment, placing the Left Bloc before
fait accompli. 
The Left Bloc has accused the PS of submitting
to the interests of the rich and powerful of this
world. We will hold a congress next year to eval-
uate the situation, what must be done, notably
regarding the 2018. There must be a social mo-
bilisation. We are in favour of mobilisations,
strikes, and we take part in the mobilisations by
the workers underway, notably the teachers’
strike, but also in telecommunications.
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Algeria

Boualem Amoura
General secretary of the
Autonomous Union of
Education and Training
Workers (Satef)

Only the union of the peoples…
Here is our assessment of the work of the open
world conference.
First and foremost, I would like to thank you for
having allowed me to express myself in your pub-
lication and to be able to bring my assessment of
the unfolding of the work of the open world con-
ference held at Zeralda, Algeria, 8, 9 and 10 De-
cember 2017. I would also like to thank all the
organisers who ensured the success of this con-
ference.
And then, as to the unfolding of the work, I think
that it was a complete success from the organi-
sational point of view as well as by the quality of

the participants from forty-two countries. During
these three days, there was a fruitful exchange
between the different participants and, also, the
quality of the speeches by the different comrades
raised the level of the work of this world confer-
ence.
Sincerely, we learned a lot from the experiences
of our comrades from all the continents of the
world, and this also allowed us to meet comrades
to try to remain in contact in order to continue
the fight, in the future, together.
We know that neither peace nor prosperity are in
the future a world governed by madmen, in love
with wars, because these wars are wars to com-
mercial ends. Only the struggle and the union of
the peoples can stop this unbridled arms race
and exploitation. A very difficult mission, but not
impossible.
What is happening in Libya is very serious, the
human trafficking is unacceptable, and all coun-
tries must respect the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Our assessment of this confer-
ence is also that all the workers are living the
same problems, but each with their specificities.
The world is in danger, and we must unite our
forces to create a synergy in order to face all the
adventurers who want to make this world a hell
instead of a haven of peace. Thank you.

Germany

André Fernitz
Airport unionist

A victorious strike
We have recently led a strike that lasted three
days, and which grounded the planes in the air-
ports of Berlin and Brandenburg, for our collec-

tive agreement. This fight was won, and it’s im-
portant, since it shows that it’s possible, despite
the attacks of employers against the collective
agreements.

What problems are you confronted with?
The liberalisation-privatisation demanded by the
European Union is accompanied with the will to
destroy the collective agreements by employers
to make the workers precarious. What we won
was to bring together in a single collective con-
vention the employees of different isolated enter-
prises and reduce the precarity, although we
didn’t eliminate it.
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Germany

Daniel Turek
Unionist in the Charité
hospital of Berlin

Chaos
What do you expect from the 9th OWC?
If I am here at the OWC, it’s because we are con-
fronted with significant attacks against our union
organisations. I hope to be able to take from this

conference experiences, advice and “solutions”
and to bring them back to Germany.

What, in your opinion, is the principal
problem confronting German workers?
My comrades in the delegation and myself think
that the principal problem is that the interests of
financial capital take precedence over the inter-
ests of the workers. We suffer the full force of
their attacks, notably the pressure exerted
against the cost of labour by outsourcing jobs
and subsidiarising.
What can you say about the current political sit-
uation?
It’s chaos! This chaos is the consequence today
of the policies led for these eight to ten last years.
German voters see no political alternative, which
was expressed in the recent elections in which
the voters didn’t “recognise” anyone to vote for.

Cameroon

Rose She
General secretary of the
Union of free unions of
Cameroon (USLC) and
member of the Political
Union of the populations
of Cameroon in charge of
education and political
training.

The right to organise
What are your expectations?
What we expect from the 9th OWC is strong res-
olutions and strategies to eradicate, especially in
central Africa, all these wars that do not concern
the African peoples and the exploitation that only
increasingly impoverishes the peoples.
What are the questions and problems posed to
the labour and union movement?
Before the years of independence (1 January
1960), there existed numerous unions, more or
less independent, and then for thirty years, there
was a single union. In 1995, with the democratic
movements coming from the East, the single
union broke up into two federations that them-
selves broke up into several federations. Of the
twelve currently existing, you could say that half
are the emanation of those in power.
In 1991, the government had said that it would
adopt a law on unions that would give them a sta-
tus as such. But, obviously, this law has not yet
come into being. Thus, the functioning of a union

can only be that of an association. The splinter-
ing has led to a certain weakness of our union or-
ganisations.
Recently, however, we came together to demand
a law governing the union movement, so that our
status would not be at the whim of what is con-
venient for such or such government.
At the same time, the government is preparing to
restrain the right to strike: striking would be au-
thorised between 90 and 120 days after the dep-
osition of the strike notice, the time for the
government to examine how the union organises
the minimum service, the time to validate, then
authorise it… All in all, this represents 120 days!
And I don’t know if it’s a coincidence, but in
Cameroon, as in France, the government wants
to finish with the Labour Code. We have refused,
obviously. I ask myself if this wasn’t a buoy to see
if we would grab hold. It didn’t work; the govern-
ment withdrew this law.
To set up a union, they implemented a series of
obligations: number of militants, financial
means, etc. Knowing that, in our country, 80% of
jobs are informal: out of a population of 20 to 25
million inhabitants, I’m not even sure that there
are 2 million workers in the strict sense. So, put-
ting conditions on the workforce is a way to block
the union movement. There is even a question of
this law being retroactive, that it would apply to
organisations that already exist!
This is the fight that we are leading at present to
defend the right to organise. The government
justifies this by the current situation: Boko
Haram, the anglophone problem, the conflicts in
the Central African Republic. In other words, it’s
up to workers to not defend themselves to let the
government continue its policies.
It is very important for us to dispose of a law that
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authorises the unions to function without hin-
drance, freely and democratically.
The government is attacking the amount of re-
tirements. Today, the pensioned worker touches
a tenth of his salary, which makes it that numer-
ous retired persons cannot get healthcare, as we
do not have a Social Security system. The retired
quite often return to work, most often in the in-
formal sector. This calculation is inherited from
a 1974 law that puts a ceiling on retirements. 

What is the situation in Cameroon?
Cameroon is often presented as an island of
peace in central Africa. But these are cinders cov-
ering the fire. This is revealed in the so-called
“anglophone” crisis and the war with Boko
Haram in the north. This crisis shows what is in
fact happening for all the Cameroonians. The
government has not granted the legitimate de-
mands of our English-speaking brothers.
This began with the lawyers and magistrates that
considered that in a bilingual country like our
own, the Ohada Code (a law for the harmonisa-

tion of the rights of African nations) should be
translated into the two languages. The govern-
ment violently repressed the strikers.
The teachers went on strike because our school
system is cut in two: a francophone system and
another, anglophone. The teachers went on
strike to obtain working conditions that would
allow them to teach. Once again, the government
used violence to repress the teachers. It must be
known that the anglophone regions have no in-
frastructure or schools.
This is furthermore the common lot in
Cameroon: outside the big cities, there is no
transport, the roads are unusable, the healthcare
system is deficient.
Someone had to die for the government to accept
just to negotiate. The unions of the francophone
zone intervened for the repression to cease. We
arrived at an agreement. The president and per-
sonalities are francophone, as well as the general
secretary to the presidency, the president of the
Supreme Court. No sovereign minister is anglo-
phone.

Tunisia

Nabil Guessoumi

War against terrorism 
or social war

Could you introduce yourself?
I am a Tunisian rank-and-file unionist. I was ap-
pointed to go to the OWC by the local section of
Kasserine of primary education.

You said in your speech to the OWC that
there were two wars underway in Tunisia.
Could you tell us why?
There are two types of war: there is that which the
authorities pretend to lead against terrorism, but
the true war is a social war against the citizens.
The first is a pretext to wage the second. My city,
Kasserine, is the birthplace of the 2011 revolu-
tion: we have never had terrorists there. The un-
employment rate is very high (much higher than
the national average, even for those with a
higher education). The inhabitants feel aban-
doned by the government as much on the level

of infrastructures as social institutions or enter-
prises.

Could you say more on what you call 
the social war?
The government wages a social war, as a servant
of imperialism, to destroy all the economic and
social gains. Since the revolution, in parallel with
the unions, there have been a significant quantity
of non-governmental associations, financed by
imperialism, that try to divert the social struggles
to abort them.
But the revolution generated city and neighbour-
hood revolutionary committees that conducted
two significant sit ins in Tunisia, that brought
down the government and imposed the call for
the Constituent Assembly.
But these committees were brutally wiped out by
the government, since they weren’t elected, and
thus were unable to participate in the election to
the Constituent Assembly.
This is why the committees that have recently
been re-created and elected in the oil basin car-
ried a mandate from the population: control of
oil exploitation, publication of accounts, employ-
ment of the youth of the region in the petroleum
corporations… The committees observed that the
foreign petroleum corporations extract and ex-
port without control, without even a meter to
measure what was drawn from the wells. For a
single response, the Secretary of State of Energy
affirmed to us that this sector has been exploited
in full confidence with the petroleum corpora-
tions since 1963.
Before the revolution, its was forbidden to talk of
the exploitation of oil, and, today, it is still
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opaque. They tell us it is in deficit since the 1980s,
but without supplying tangible information.
In 2016, the mobilisation of the committees
closed the wells for four days to constrain the gov-
ernment to negotiate. After having partially re-
sponded to the demands (local recruitments,
financing of local investments…), the authorities
finished by sending in the army, which re-opened
the fields and now guards them. But in other
places, on the model of the committee of the oil
basin, other mobilisations take place. For exam-
ple, in Sidi Bouzid, where, in September 2017, the
population took back up its demand from before
the revolution: jobs and economic development.

What do you think of the speeches 
and debates at the OWC?
This is the first time I have come, and I am very
content to be here, to listen to the experiences,
and there is sometimes a lot of emotion (for ex-
ample, Guadeloupe…). I am content to see, dur-
ing the OWC, the front of support for the
Palestinians. 
I was able to observe that, quite often, the orien-
tation of the governments is not that of their peo-
ples. This helped me to see what happens in
Guadeloupe, in Brazil, in Peru… My comrades
and the union are waiting for the reports of the
OWC.

Russian Federation

Oleg Bulaev

Our organisation counts 
50 groups

Could you introduce yourself 
to our readers?
I am a militant from Moscow and the organiser
of two of the local groups of the Revolutionary
Workers’ Party. It is a Bolshevik-Leninist party
of the radical left. It focuses on the struggles of
the workers and organises its members for them
to intervene in the economic struggle, as well as
in the political struggle, on which the last period
is opening. We particularly insist on the auto-or-
ganisation of the workers in the economic strug-
gle. Our organisation includes, at the moment,
over fifty city groups, as well as foreign organisa-
tions in Ukraine, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Finland
and, recently, Poland.
Throughout the past year, we intervened in a cer-
tain number of economic struggles, in strikes at
construction sites, by organising Russian and
foreign workers, in the struggles to obtain the
payment of the salaries for the workers of the
construction of the subway, of the automobile
factory Avtovaz… In these factories, we begin by
looking at the unions that are present. The yellow
unions, tied to the administration, remain gen-
erally passive, and we don’t count on them; but
if some of their members are experienced, it is
then sometimes possible to make these unions

take a position. When we find a true independent
union, like an inter-regional union section (of
which many of our unionists are members and
with which we often work), we rely on it.  And if
no independent union exists, we encourage the
workers to create one. 

What is the situation of the class struggle
in Russia today?
After the Stalinist epoch, the labour movement
lost a good part of its tradition. After the fall of
the USSR, the political spectre found itself
turned upside down. With the economic crisis,
the Russian bourgeoisie led, under a whole series
of pretexts, attacks against the right of the work-
ers, against employees, against migrant workers:
we want for these migrants to have the same
rights as the Russian workers. When they try to
defend themselves, they are often fired, ter-
rorised, frequently deported from Russia by the
police, because the work permits given by the
employers are often fake. On the political level,
the contradictions of class are sharpening.

Your organisation considers itself 
internationalist. Could you develop?
We mean two things by this. First, we do not
limit our work to Russian workers (which is often
the case in Russia). We refuse the division of the
workers on the basis of nationality: there is but
one working class. The other thing is that the
working class is a world class. We always seek to
illustrate the fact that in Russia, in Europe, in the
Third World… the working class is confronted
everywhere with attacks against its gains, that
the wars in the Third World are part of a strategy
against the working classes, which creates mi-
grants and seeks to put the workers into compe-
tition so that they give up their gains. Concerning
Crimea, we refused to take position for Russia or
for the Ukrainian government, which both rep-
resent the interests of the bourgeoisie. We placed
ourselves, on the contrary, from the point of view
of the workers of the Donbass.
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The former Yugoslavia/Serbia
Nebosja Komanovic
Labour militant

International solidarity: 
a support point for the workers

Could you introduce yourself?
I am a labour militant. I have been politically ac-
tive since the 1980s, founder of the independent
union Association for Democracy in Yugoslavia;
I have founded several parties and political
groups.
I situate myself from the point of view of Yu-
goslavia, I am still active in the unions and I help
to create unions in the enterprises, a fight in
which we face difficulties.

What types of problems do you face 
in your country?
The privatisation is nearly complete: there re-
main only a few enterprises, such as the electric-
ity sector and the postal service, as well as
municipal services that take care of water or the
upkeep of the pipes, that are not privatised.
These enterprises are the place of a strong resist-
ance by the workers, who are well organised.
The problem is that precarious contracts are
multiplying. It is a major problem, since it makes
it difficult to unionise. The enterprises use this
type of contract, including the state-held enter-
prises. These employees are only payed half of
the normal salary: labour laws and minimum pay
do not apply to them! They have no paid leave.
For example, in the public oil enterprise, 80% of
the employees of gas stations are under this type
of precarious contract. They are officially de-
clared as cleaning or security employees… but
are there, in reality, for other work. It’s a policy
of going around rights, carried out by the state as
well as by private businesses.
We interpellated the president of the postal serv-
ice just before our departure for Algiers: there

have been several demonstrations against the
modifications of working conditions, while more
and more workers are no longer attached to a
post office, but shuffled from one office to an-
other. Their demand was thus equal rights be-
tween short term contracts and permanently
hired personnel.
In private businesses, and notably in foreign
businesses, the state pays out subventions. The
installation of all infrastructure is subsidised, the
state subsidises salaries for five years, they are
exempt from taxation. When the subventions
stop… the businesses close, fire and leave!
There are very few unions in these businesses.
For the safety of the workers, I can’t mention the
names of these businesses… But we know
through the employees of well known foreign big
businesses, which provide us with official docu-
ments, that they work with very toxic materials
that are banned in Serbia and in all of Europe.
When they tried to form a union, the thousand
some employees of these businesses were con-
vened one by one, suffered an interrogation of
several hours, as if under police custody, to try to
find out who were the union leaders.

What do you think of the discussion 
during this open world conference?
What could help you in your own fight?
The first element is, of course, international
labour solidarity, which is a point of support for
the fight of the workers. First, information must
be had on what is happening, on the struggles
underway.
This is necessary to be able to help each other.
The workers of Serbia, for example those con-
fronted with poisoned products, must be able to
rely on workers from other countries who are
employed in these same businesses.
It is also very important to support the national
movements, to face the imperialist forces to-
gether. This is why this conference is crucial. I
learned some things here of which I have to in-
form my comrades of all the countries of the for-
mer Yugoslavia.
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Spain

Angel Tubau
Delegate for the newspa-
per Informacion Obrera

The “regional” elections of this
21 December are a dead end

On the eve of the elections of 21 Decem-
ber in Catalonia, what is the situation?
Remember that these elections were convened by
the monarchy government that has just, in the
after noon of last 27 October, had the Senate
adopt the application of article 155 of the Consti-
tution. Only one hour after the Parliament of
Catalonia proclaimed the Catalan Republic.
By virtue of this article, the Rajoy government
was able to suspend the Catalan institutions and
issue an arrest warrant concerning all the mem-
bers of the Catalan government (of whom two are
still in prison today and five took refuge in Bel-
gium). The leaders of the independentist associ-
ations ANC and Omnium are also still in prison.
These elections thus unfold under the police and
judicial control of the monarchy and in the
framework of the 1978 Constitution. These elec-
tions are a parody whose objective is to try to
close the “republican parentheses” to re-establish
the constitutional order.

But can the will of the Catalan people
nonetheless be expressed in them?
Obviously, even if it’s a parody, without a doubt,
a large number of voters will take hold of these
elections, notably by voting for the independen-
tist organisations, to once again show their rejec-
tion of the extorsion organised by the institutions
of the monarchy. They will do so despite their
mistrust of the independentist leaders. They can-
not forget the policies followed by the different
Catalan governments. They will also do it all
while knowing that the government has an-
nounced that, in any case, the electoral results
and the parliamentary majority that eventually
would come out of them would not be able to
govern in contradiction with the Constitution.
That’s to say that they would have to respect the
framework fixed by the monarchy, which means
the denial of rights and freedoms – beginning
with the right to auto-determination – as well as
the policies fixed by financial capital through the

2018 budget, which deepens the austerity meas-
ures, the clear cuts in social services, and which
announces a new reform of the retirement sys-
tem, to push for the development of the private
funds. They will vote without much illusion be-
cause of the bartered framework of these elec-
tions, to show the total impasse of the
government of the monarchy in broad daylight.

What is the feeling of the workers 
and peoples in the rest of the country?
Even though the workers are disoriented due to
the policies followed by the principal labour
party, the PSOE, of support for the monarchy
and its government, it is obvious that they are
sensitive to the fact that the Catalan people
should be able to exercise their right to decide.
All the polls, including those sous reserve, show
that a majority of the workers and citizens
throughout the country see in the measures
against Catalonia a threat against their own in-
terests. In Catalonia, 82% of the inhabitants pro-
nounce themselves for the right to decide, the
contradiction being that these elections will not
satisfy this demand. 

In these conditions, what could be 
the outcome?
Nobody is currently able to foresee with preci-
sion any plausible result whatsoever for these
elections, even though there is no lack of investi-
gations. The reality is that the revolutionary mo-
bilisation that rose up in Catalonia exposed the
regime. It showed to all the peoples and workers
of Spain the true face of the institutions inherited
from Francoism. It opened a new stage that
places on the agenda the common struggle of the
workers and peoples for the Republic. A new
stage that opens the way for a gathering of all the
labour and popular forces available against the
regime.
Through our newspaper, we fight to establish the
alliance of the workers and peoples, which cre-
ates ties of solidarity and common actions, to
face the regime, its government and its laws.
This battle requires that we now integrate the
fight in a common front against the reform of re-
tirement, for the repeal of the reforms of the
Labour Code and all the liberticide laws, partic-
ularly article 315.3 of the Penal Code, and of
course to finish with article 155, to end all the
penal proceedings against the members of the
Catalan government and to liberate the impris-
oned.
The government of the monarchy thinks it has
won a first round, but the dead-end situation in
the framework of these elections signals that a
new stage in the class struggle is opening in the
country. The conditions of the fight of the work-
ers and peoples are modified, but, at the same
time, the feeling of the necessity of a fight to-
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gether to face the regime, a regime supported by
all the European governments and world impe-
rialism, has been reinforced.
In this situation, the debates and conclusions of

the 9th OWC come just at the right time and per-
haps will feed the reflection currently carried out
by thousands of militants and workers through-
out the country.

Guadeloupe

Elie Domota
General secretary of the
General Union of the
Workers of Guadeloupe
(UGTG)

Yes, colonisation is a crime!
Why are you participating in the OWC
and what do you think of the discussion
being led?
It is important for the labour militants to be able
to meet militants from other organisations, to be
able to exchange, but also make contacts to cre-
ate ties of solidarity. On different latitudes, on
different scales, we are victims of the same op-
pression, of the same deregulation, of the same
privatisations, restructurings, and of war and
barbarity. And it is important for us to be able to
exchange between workers of the world that are
only separated by culture, which makes us differ-
ent and enriches us. Therefore, it is important for
us to meet, to exchange and, as we say where I
come from, to operate a “lyannaj” (collective -t
translator’s note) for solidarity, because interna-
tional solidarity is, for us, the UGTG in Guade-
loupe, an essential link in the struggle for social
emancipation and national emancipation. And
furthermore, in our country, we have had the oc-
casion to benefit from the solidarity of the ILC,
of the CICR, as well as many other organisations
throughout the world, during the different pro-
ceedings against us by the French judiciary.

Could you say more on these attacks, 
and particularly the proceedings 
underway against you?
A few years ago, our comrades were systemati-
cally summoned to the gendarmerie and taken
into custody, with DNA tests. We always said: we
are not sexual delinquents, we are union mili-
tants. Today, we have five comrades condemned
to a fine of 1,500 euros. But recently, the DNA
tests stopped with the latest summons. This can
be counted as a gain for the mobilisation of the
workers of Guadeloupe and international soli-

darity, and singularly from the Cicr, which inter-
vened with the judicial authorities. One hundred
seven comrades from the UGTG – and more than
that, since there are not only UGTG comrades –
were summoned before the tribunals, with
prison condemnations, transformed into days of
fines, to thousands of euros of fines, all this to
mussel social contestation. The solidarity we re-
ceived from France, Europe and America had an
effect and helped us to obtain discharges.
As for my own case, I am convened to Pointe-à-
Pitre next 15 March, for “violence in a meeting”.
This is a manoeuvre by Medef to criminalise the
action we are leading. We are the number one or-
ganisation in Guadeloupe, we are an organisation
that does not compromise itself, we are an organ-
isation of class struggle, confrontation and contes-
tation. We are not in the game of institutionalised
social dialog such as they want to set up.

You spoke of the colonial oppression 
in your speech, how does it incarnate 
itself today in Guadeloupe?
The LKP protocol, which was signed by the state,
by the Guadeloupian elected representative, pro-
poses some solutions, some leads of solutions, in
all domains. It was never implemented by the
state! Never! To implement these orientations
would amount to calling into question the ties
that chain us to France. The vocation of Guade-
loupe, for them, is not to develop; it has the vo-
cation to serve the interests of France. Today, the
system of production is being destroyed to the
profit of a system that focuses on white Creole
fortunes. So, the objective of those in power is to
make Guadeloupe a colony of consumption.
If we take the speech by the comrade from Re-
union, it exactly describes the same symptoms
that we see in Guadeloupe; however, Reunion is
20,000 kilometres away! We have a point in
common: French colonial domination. When you
look at the functioning of the system, we have
never been considered as French citizens. 
France’s objective, as the French comrade said a
few minutes ago, is to take and to keep the peo-
ples in submission and dependence. Today,
thanks to its colonies, France is the second mar-
itime power; the second power in nickel produc-
tion, thanks to New Caledonia; it has the best
satellite launch site in the world, thanks to
Guyana! It is rich, thanks to the biodiversity of
New Caledonia and Guyana! It is the number one
producer in the world of nuclear power plants:
the uranium is taken from Niger. France is the
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second producer of cacao in the world; it takes it
from the Ivory Coast! The number one French
petroleum enterprise takes it from Gabon and
Nigeria!
For us, the priority is to have an agriculture that
feeds Guadeloupeans! Today, our agriculture is
sugar cane and bananas, which are dedicated to
exportation. A normal country feeds its citizens,
this is food sovereignty! We now have only two
students out of ten who enter school and finish
high school! There’s a problem!
Macron forgets one thing: colonisation is a crime.
Land at someone’s home, rape them, pillage
them, kill them, is a crime. Becoming the owner
of the property of another people by bloodshed!
He says “colonisation, I haven’t known it”, but
who if not he continues to organise the profit
from this crime? Either he rejects the profits from
the crime and, there, he enters into the discussion
for reparations and restoration, or he continues
to benefit from the products of the crime, and he
is equally a criminal. With other organisations,
we fight for the restoration. Not reparations –
reparations do not replace what we have lost.

Give us back the land! You cannot own the prop-
erty of another through crime, we consider that
we are the heirs of the Indians and African
slaves. And this is the reason for which, with my
organisation we reaffirm our attachment to na-
tional independence and full sovereignty.
And it’s certainly for this that we are in the sights
of the French state, whereas others are never
bothered.
But there is a new situation: we have received let-
ters; the representatives of the French state ask
to speak with us… I was astonished: that makes
eight years that no one wanted to speak to us,
suddenly we are welcome in society. The strategy
is quite simple: they tried the whip, it didn’t work
because the more they hit us, the more we pre-
tend to not hear. So, they are trying pseudo-dia-
log…
They are aware of the impasse, of the fact that it’s
a disastrous situation: we don’t even have a hos-
pital, the hospital burnt down, replaced by a field
hospital! They are scared that the situation will
explode.

Spain

José Miuel Villa
Unionist of the General
Union of Labour (UGT)

The Republic 
and labour interests

Could you introduce your organisation
and the fight it is leading?
I am the organisational secretary of the Federa-
tion of Services, Mobility and Commerce
(FESMC) of the UGT.
In recent months, we have led a fight to defend
two comrades of the Federation who are part of
the three hundred unionists persecuted for going
on strike. We also mobilise against the project of
retirement reform. Under the pretext that the
system is bankrupt, the government wants to ex-
tend the retirement age and lower the amount of
pensions. This is to push the workers to sign up
for private insurance. This has not been followed
by the media, since all has been concentrated on
the events in Catalonia.

Could you give us your position on Catalo-
nia?
Contrary to what the media pretends, the class
struggle still exists.
I am for the right of the Catalan people to decide,
even though I am not an independentist. The de-
mand for independence is tied to the History of
Spain. In Spain, there is a deep movement to de-
fend the right to decide, with the support of the
majority.
A Catalan republic is incompatible with the
monarchy and the European Union. This is what
the independentist leaders haven’t understood.
They address themselves to the monarchy, to
Rajoy, to the European Union, to all the Euro-
pean governments, but not to the working class,
the Catalan working class in particular. An im-
portant sector of the working class, partially in
industry, is to be found in Catalonia. The workers
didn’t participate in the strike because they
didn’t feel concerned.
There is a danger for the union confederations,
the UGT and CCOO. The polarisation on Catalo-
nia could be a source of division. I discuss with
comrades and remind them that we defend class
interests, whether we be Catalan or Basque.
The current monarchic system, heir to Franco-
ism, constitutes a danger for all labour militants.
The members of the Catalan government were
arrested on the grounds that they had called for
demonstrations in the context of the referendum
(1 October, forbidden by the Rajoy government)
and, then, were pretendedly responsibly for acts
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of violence perpetrated by the demonstrators.
If this is possible, where is the limit? This is a sig-
nal sent by those in power to any militant that
would call for resistance against any counter re-
form whatsoever.

What is the meaning of this open world
conference for you?
The attacks are the same throughout the world.
But the class resists. I hope that the declaration

will help us to continue to fight together. Al-
though from very different union and political
horizons, we have no other way, as our enemies
take little time to agree.

France

Jérôme Legavre
Unionist Labour Force
(FO)

“There is an inseparable link 
between the fight to defend 
the vital rights of the oppressed
peoples and the fight 
of the workers in France 
to defeat Macron and his policies”

The comrades who preceded me evoked the of-
fensive of imperialism, as well as the resistance
to this offensive. However, the representative of
French imperialism, Emmanuel Macron, has, in
recent days, paid a visit to Africa. He was in
Burkina Faso a week ago and, three days ago,
right here in Algeria.
With the cynicism, arrogance and resentment

that characterises the little chief of French impe-
rialism, on tour in Burkina Faso, he dared to de-
clare: “Me, I’m young, I didn’t know colonialism.
Colonialism is behind us; it belongs to the past.”
And it’s true, he didn’t know the colonial period.
He didn’t know the revolutionary uprisings by
which the oppressed peoples grabbed their inde-
pendence.
Macron didn’t know that period, but Macron
perpetuates the colonial oppression, the imperi-
alist order, which is to say, imperialist war and
pillage.
Comrades, before the youth at the university of
Ougadougou, he dared to declare: “You should
applaud the French soldiers present in Africa.”
Oh, yeah! It must be recognised that the French
army is present in a number of formerly
colonised countries. It is installed, it intervenes,

it bombs, supposedly to fight against terrorism.
No, comrades, there are no wars against terror-
ism. Terrorism is a pretext for the conflicts im-
perialism needs to maintain the order in
conformity with its interests. It’s the pretext to
impose the chaos on which the big groups and
multinationals prosper, who fiercely compete to
pillage natural resources. They speak to us of war
against terror, and Macron asks the African
youth to applaud the French army in Africa, but
we know the record of imperialist intervention.
Entire regions are sent into chaos. And during
this time, Areva continues its juicy business. Dur-
ing this time Total continues to rake in profits.
Also during his visit to Africa, Macron declared
that the Franc CFA wasn’t his problem. Not his
problem? Who does he think he’s fooling? It’s the
Bank of France that controls the Franc CFA. 50%
of the currency reserves of the countries of the
zone CFA are deposited in the Bank of France.
And it’s the Franc CFA that is used as an instru-
ment of extorsion to impose murderous struc-
tural adjustment plans.
In France, this same Macron has launched into
an unprecedented offensive to liquidate all the
conquests taken through the class struggle. He
has just passed ordonnances that pulverise the
Labour Code. It must be said that he was able to
do it because he benefits from the leeway left to
him by union leaders with the motive that the
worst must be avoided. At this moment, and “as
long as it holds”, he wants to, rapidly, call every-
thing into question. 
Comrades, we have heard how in Burkina Faso,
in a country that threw out the dictator Com-
paoré, the day of Macron’s arrival, impressive
demonstrations took place, called by the youth
organisations and the support of the union or-
ganisations.
In France, if the labour leaders have effectively
contributed to leaving Macron’s hands free to at-
tack the Labour Code, at this very moment, an
enormous resistance traverses all the union or-
ganisations. In many sectors, such as that of
healthcare, chemistry, teaching, the will of the
militants to realise a common action against the
destructive plans of Macron is expressed.  The
ordonnances against the Labour Code will soon
be applied and will immediately be a factor of
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multiplication of conflicts. And the unions are
not integrated.
Comrades, there is an inseparable link between
the combat for the defence of the vital rights of
the oppressed peoples, for their national sover-
eignty, and the fight of the Workers in France to
come together with their organisations to defeat
Macron and his policies.
Elie Domota spoke this afternoon. He estab-
lished, in an implacable manner, the reality of
the French colonial oppression in Guadeloupe.
We include in our fight the unconditional sup-
port for the comrades from Guadeloupe facing
the French colonial oppressor.

We have fought in the French labour movement
to support the revolution of the Algerian people
against the French State. Today, we fight in the
labour movement to affirm, facing the govern-
ment of the French oppressor, the solidarity of
the labour movement of France.
Yes, comrades, in this context of the whole world
situation, what is at the centre is the place of the
working class and the independence of its organ-
isations. And I am sure that the exchanges in this
OWC, the continuation of these exchanges, are
for this a formidable point of support.

France

Stéphane Jouteux
Unionist CGT

“The union did what it was created
for: it protected the working class
from the exploitation of capital.”

Dear comrades,
I am a French militant, unionist in the General
Confederation of Labour. I specify that I speak
here in an individual capacity. I attentively lis-
tened to the speeches since the beginning of this
conference. I must say that I am part of a gener-
ation that has never known war. But I am also
part of a generation that is gripped by the extent
of barbarity that extends throughout the entire
world all the way to our own country.
Where have we been led by those who have ex-
plained to us, for years, that we can do nothing
but arrange capitalism to render it more socially
responsible?
What future do they offer today to the workers
and the youth, except a “frightening acceleration,
As Louisa Hanoune said yesterday, of the policies
of imperialism and the multinationals of gener-
alised dismemberment and decomposition?
We see today thousands of people cross the
Mediterranean, and sometimes die, in makeshift
boats to try to find refuge in Europe. Each day,
next to where I live, next to the Mediterranean
and near Italy, there are dozens of refugees that
try to cross the frontier. Many lose their lives be-
cause they fall from mountain paths in the mid-

dle of the night. Or because, seeking to avoid the
police, they mount train cars and die from elec-
trocution.
Despite the condemnations by the French state
through the judiciary, the police continue to send
minor take infant children back over the frontier,
these children that were fleeing war and the de-
struction provoked by imperialism to pillage the
wealth of their countries.
Some have even wanted to forbid the population,
by municipal order, to give these children wan-
dering the street something to eat. A few days
ago, the government published a circular from
the Interior Minister to reinforce the repressive
arsenal against the refugees. They are reinforcing
the number of assigned police and creating places
in retention centres to deport them. And at the
same time, they are closing beds and eliminating
posts of nurses and doctors in the hospitals.
This is imperialism in one’s own country.
At the same moment, the Macron government,
with the neutrality, or even the indulgence of
some union leaders who don’t see how to do
things differently, has promulgated a reform of
the Labour code to invert the hierarchy of norms,
in other words, to give business accords primacy
over the national collective agreements and the
Labour Code, to ease firings, to break the unions
and independent confederations.
Why, comrades?
Because the police that caught migrants in trains
and parked them in a station asked the rail work-
ers to watch them. And the union stopped this.
Because, in my own enterprise, the cleaning
women, who are in majority without a residence
permit and without a driver’s license, arrive at
work in the morning in the trunk of their em-
ployer’s car, where he had obliged them to cram.
And the union stopped this.
The union did what it was created for: it pro-
tected the working class from the exploitation of
capital.
This is why, comrades, that at the very heart of
imperialism, they want to break the union organ-
isations.



26

Recent history in France has shown that they are
not at the end of their difficulties, even though
they can count on those who, within the labour
movement, haven’t renounced defending capital-
ism, whatever it costs humanity.
The preceding government wanted docile
unions, ready to accept anything. And they got in
return the fierce combat by the French working
class. They wanted to associate the unions, and
they failed. Of course, they will continue. But we
too will continue to resist, and this is why we are
here today.

In France, like everywhere else, there is the re-
jection of discredited political personnel. This is
the resistance that is searching and that organ-
ises itself by newly posing the fundamental ques-
tions that the labour movement has tackled since
its origins, to have at our disposal an authentic
political representation able to resolve the prob-
lem of power.
So, yes, my comrades, be confident, confident in
our class, because we will win!



The 230 delegates from 42 countries adopted the following
declaration:

The situation is marked by the greatest world upsets, an un-
precedented crisis for imperialist domination, opening the way
for  the most dangerous adventures for Humanity.

Governments and regimes, even when fragile and in crisis,
attack the workers and the oppressed peoples in order to main-
tain the capitalist system.

The conference, at the very start of its plenary session, una-
nimously and with great seriousness adopted the following re-
solution:

''We, the 230 delegates meeting in the 9th Open World Confe-
rence (OWC) of the International Liaison Committee, supported
by nearly 700 political and trade union officials and anti-impe-
rialist militants from 60 countries, condemn with the greatest
force the provocation by D. Trump regarding his announced in-
tention to transfer the US embassy from Tel Aviv to El Qods (Je-
rusalem) with a view to making the latter the capital of the Jewish
State. We express our unconditional solidarity with the Palesti-
nian people in their struggle to gain their national rights.''

Throughout the conference, the speakers hailed the fight of the
Palestinian people for their inalienable rights. Numerous speakers
stressed the overwhelming responsibility borne by international
institutions and, over and above their crocodile tears, that of the
reactionary regimes and governments of the Middle East.

The participants in the conference reached the same conclu-
sion. Everywhere, the workers and the oppressed peoples are
confronted with a terrible crisis as a result of the decomposition
of the capitalist system. And they are resisting with dogged force.

On the pretext of ''fighting terrorism'', imperialist wars dis-
membering nations and sowing chaos are spreading on behalf of
the big multinationals which are competing ferociously with each
other in order to loot natural resources and basic commodities.

These wars are throwing millions of workers and young peo-
ple onto the roads of exodus. At the same time as the imperialist
governments attack the oppressed peoples, and increase their
military spending in order to do so, these same governments, in
the name of the crisis, are seeking to destroy all the gains of the
workers in the imperialist countries.

This offensive by imperialism dismembering nations is no-
tably expressed by the ''coup d'Etat'' process in Brazil and the
threats against Venezuela.

Colonial and imperialist oppression is clearly continuing and
worsening, with the complicity of those regimes concerned to
preserve their links with imperialism.

All the democratic and social conquests of the working class
are under attack, increasing the exploitation of workers and par-
ticularly women: privatizations, undermining of labor law, of col-
lective agreements, of the right to education and social
protection, of the right to healthcare, provoking the resistance of
the workers with their organizations.

The delegates of the 9th OWC hail and support the struggle,
waged internationally and in each country, to defend social se-
curity systems.

The right to strike is being systematically thrown into question.
The independence of trade union organizations is being at-

tacked, thereby threatening to destroy them through their inte-
gration.

Everywhere, the workers and the peoples are seeking to coun-
ter this offensive and defend their most vital rights, their social
gains, the national sovereignty of oppressed countries, drawing

new forces into resistance against the policies of imperialism,
policies of decomposition which particularly hit the youth, dri-
ving them into precariousness, war and emigration

Particular national situations aside, this resistance tends to
come up against the pressures which are brought to bear upon the
leaders of the popular and workers' movements to make them ac-
cept, accompany and even participate in all the low blows prepa-
red and implemented by the various governments which serve the
interests of Capital and which argue that ''there is no alternative''.

The OWC holds that, on the contrary, the bankruptcy and
chaos into which the capitalist regime is dragging Humanity are
not inevitable. That was what the more than 80 speakers at the
conference expressed. All of these speakers expressed the resis-
tance of the workers and peoples with their organizations and
who – on their own ground, that of the class struggle –  are sear-
ching for the way forward.

In this situation, the OWC hails all the struggles of the workers
and the oppressed peoples for their rights. It believes that nothing
is more crucial than to help preserve or strengthen the indepen-
dence of the organizations of the working class and the youth and
of all the processes of resistance which are under way within the
workers' movement, as explained by numerous speakers.

This conference, the richness of its debates and the quality of
its participants has demonstrated the need to maintain contacts,
to exchange all information and to continue this open discussion
among all the participants. The unity of the problems which are
posed, the need for international solidarity and of help for the
struggle to be waged in each country confirm this.

On January 4, 1991, the manifesto adopted by the Internatio-
nal Liaison Committee of Workers and Peoples at its founding
conference in Barcelona affirmed the confidence of the partici-
pants ''in the capacity of the workers of the whole world to free
themselves from the chains of exploitation and oppression, their
capacity to build a world where harmonious cooperation bet-
ween nations and workers will replace this world whose barba-
rity increases by the day (…).''

The OWC adopts for itself the conclusions of the 8th OWC held
in Algiers in November 2010 and reaffirms: ''This confidence is rein-
forced by the events which have taken place: in spite of  all the suf-
fering and all the destruction, the will of the workers and peoples
to resist and to fight, and who refuse to disappear, remains the es-
sential element upon which the future of Humanity reposes (…).

''We reaffirm: peace and brotherhood between workers and
peoples can only be made real by the workers and peoples them-
selves. They can only be realized on the basis of the satisfaction
of their most basic needs, which clash with those of the class of
exploiters, class which bears within itself war and bankruptcy.'' 

That is why we support the proposal of the coordination of
the ILC to examine the possibility that, in the coming months,
representatives of all the countries present meet again in order
to constitute an International Liaison Committee of the 9th OWC
in order to continue our exchanges and organize joint action and
international solidarity.
Against war and exploitation
For the defense of:
– the socio-economic rights of workers and young people;
– the independence of trade union organizations;
– democratic freedoms; 
– the sovereignty of peoples and nations.  

Algiers, December 10, 2017 ■
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