
 

●

www.eit-alger2017.org

Supplement to Letter n°6 October 2017

Preparation
of the 9th OWC



2

In the months following the decision to convene the 9th 
Open World Conference (OWC) of the International Liai-
son Committee of workers and peoples (ILC) in Algiers, 
labour militants, anti-imperialists activists, and militants 
for democratic rights, labour rights and the rights of peo-
ples have been preparing this conference “against war 
and exploitation”. We present here, in this special num-
ber of the Letter of the ILC – in accord with the decision 
by the members of the coordination of the ILC who met 
in Paris this past September – a compilation of interviews 
that these militants have granted, mostly published in the 

weekly newspaper of the Parti ouvrier independant (In-
dependent Workers’ Party – POI), in France, Informations 
ouvrières, an open forum of class struggle.

These interviews bear witness to the struggles led ev-
erywhere against imperialism and exploitation and for the 
sovereignty of peoples and the defence of the working 
class. They can’t be reduced to this publication. And oth-
er initiatives to prepare and ensure the success of the 9th 
OWC have been and will be taken. Surely, future publica-
tions will be able to echo the content of these interviews.

Mamadou Barra – Burkina Faso
  and Almoustapha Moussa – Niger........................................3
Marcus Sokol – Brazil............................................................5
Jean Bonald Golinsky Fatal – Haiti........................................7
Georges Goddard – Saint Lucia.............................................8
Elie Domota – Guadeloupe....................................................9
Davide Oxigène – Haiti........................................................10
Two members of the national bureau
  of the ODJ – Burkina Faso................................................12
Marcus Sokol – Brazil..........................................................13
Lybon Mabasa – South Africa /Azania...............................15
Antonio Jiminez Reyes and Ignacio Gastelum Ruiz
– Mexico...............................................................................16
Luis Mesina – Chile..............................................................17
Jordi Salvador Duch – Spain................................................18
Anton Vechkunin – Russian Federation.............................19
Kacem Afaya – Tunisia........................................................20
Lybon Mabasa – South Africa /Azania...............................22
Jordi Salvador Duch – Spain................................................24
Round table in Niamey – Niger............................................25
João Vasconcelos – Portugal................................................27
António Avelãs – Portugal...................................................28
Marcelle Dony and Vincent Dhoore – Belgium...................29
Castro Abdallah – Lebanon.................................................30

Contents
Two members of the national executive bureau
of the SET – Chad.............................................................32
Presentation of the OWC in Valencia – Spain...................33
Jacy Afonso – Brazil..........................................................34
Mamadou Diouf – Senegal................................................36
Marcus Sokol – Brazil.......................................................38
Lybon Mabasa – South Africa /Azania.............................41
Benoît Essiga – Cameroon................................................43
Bassolma Bazié – Burkina Faso.......................................44
Paul Essé Iko – Benin........................................................46
Chaibou Tankari – Niger....................................................46
Mamadou Drame – Senegal...............................................47
Yves Kodibo – Ivory Coast...............................................47
A meeting with militants in Lisbon – Portugal.................48
Yurichiko Sakai – Japan....................................................49
Yves Kodibo and Tape Djedje Apollinaire
– Ivory Coast.....................................................................51
Chiekh Diop – Senegal......................................................53
Ferray Aytekin Aydogan – Turkey.....................................55
Javier Marquez Gomez – Chile.........................................57
Julio Turra – Brazil............................................................58
Norbert Gbikpi-Bénissan – Togo.......................................60
Lybon Mabasa – South Africa /Azania............................62



3

Could you quickly present the situation in your coun-
try, Burkina Faso?

Mamadou Barro: The situation in Burkina Faso has been 
marked for several months by what we call “the post-in-
surrection situation”. An insurrection took place 30 and 
31 October 2015, during which the people descended in 
the streets to remove the head of the corrupt power of the 
Fourth Republic, the president, Blaise Compaoré. This 
movement, which was a groundswell, wide and deep, that 
put forward a certain number of important preoccupations 
of our people in terms of good governance of public af-
fairs, concerning democracy, since the trigger was the will 
of the president to seek yet another term after twenty-sev-
en years in power.

Thus, there were fundamental preoccupations of our peo-
ple that fed the mobilisation during this insurrection.

The power currently in place intervened after the defeat 
of an attempt by the old regime, with its private presi-
dential security regiment, to return to power; the people 
had defeated this presidential security regiment through 
a movement that was quite deep and very courageous – 
since people were shot on sight. So, we now have, after 
all these events, a situation in which elections were held, 
in November 2015, and a new power was put into place, 
but, as often happens in Africa, these elections were or-
ganised with money. And it happens that those who were 
the wealthiest were those who were fellow travellers of 
the former president.

What became of the popular preoccupations that led 
to the insurrection?

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 425, week of 27 October 2016)

“To put at the heart of the questions to be debated the questions of the emancipation
of the workers and of the imperialist wars that have caused such devastation”

They have been swept under the rug. There is even a 
real effort being organised to call the gains of the people 
into question. But, at the same time, as the people have 
not obtained satisfaction and have lost some of the illu-
sions they might have had at the moment of the elections 
concerning the perspectives of change discussed by the 
bourgeois parties and by what are called “spontaneous 
groupuscules”, which were born with the insurrection and 
contributed to the holding of these illusions, we can now 
say that these illusions are seriously dispelled.

And thus, the popular struggles are beginning anew on the 
level of the union movement as much as on the level of 
the popular classes who, on questions touching their daily 
life – housing, water, electricity, etc.— the populations in 
neighbourhoods and villages, including the peasant world, 
have begun mobilising, and the general frame of mind 
is to struggle to have the people’s demands taken into 
account, for more democracy, for a decent life, for more 
freedom. To the point that, according to the press, the 
government, which received representatives of the union 
world yesterday, has asked for a “social truce” … The 
union movement’s response was that sickness and famine 
know no such “social truce”. So, it is not a question for us 
to have a “social truce”.

How is the union movement, in particular, acting in 
this situation, and how do you see the contacts on the 
international level?

The labour movement is reacting with an accentuation of 
the class struggle, with a very sharp class consciousness. 
And we also note, which is very important, that even 
among the poorest people: anti-imperialist consciousness 

Mamadou Barro, general secretary of the federation of 
the national unions of education and research workers, 
member of the CGTB, Burkina Faso

Almoustapha Moussa, general secretary of the national 
training and education union of Niger, member of the 
confederal executive bureau of the General Confederation 
of Free Unions of Niger
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is ripening. This is extremely important, since it means 
that on the questions of class position, of the defence of 
worker and popular interests and of the anti-imperialist 
struggle, the action that the International Liaison Commit-
tee of workers and peoples is leading is important for us 
and can serve as a support.

New perspectives of work can open and be defined, and 
these are windows that open on the world and which 
interest the workers of Burkina Faso who seek to invest 
themselves on this level in the anti-imperialist fight, 

“We think that collaborating with the ILC will lead to the establishment
of lines of cooperation, mutual help and reinforcement of abilities.”

Could you quickly present the situation in Niger?

Almoustapha Moussa: Niger has just left an electoral pe-
riod. We have qualified these elections as “tropical” elec-
tions, and, today, it’s “gut democracy”, which is to say that 
all the parties seek to conquer power, and certain organisa-
tions of civil society have the same goal. And so, the real 
struggle is being abandoned, to the benefit of this regime 
in the service of you know who. Beyond this aspect, the 
country is facing security threats: to the east, it’s Boko Ha-
ram, and to the west, 22 October, it was the high security 
prison of Koutoukalé that was attacked, and, before, in the 
Tahoua region, twenty-three military officers died as a re-
sult of jihadist attacks.

Concerning all these attacks, at our union centre, this past 
1 May, we said that there are people ordering all these at-
tacks, and there must be investigations, including on the 
international level, to be able to identify those responsible. 
The union centres that we are and the organisations of civil 
society are strongly concerned since, if we are not careful, 
there will come a time when we no longer have a country. 
This is why we think that the meetings with the Interna-
tional Liaison Committee are extremely important, which 
can allow us to understand the true stakes that are found 
behind all this and to see which attitude to adopt when 
faced with new situations. We think that collaborating with 
the ILC will lead to the establishment of lines of coopera-
tion, mutual help and reinforcement of abilities, since, to-
day, a new generation of unionists is coming which, sadly, 
has quite feeble analytical abilities. Therefore, we hope to 
greatly strengthen our abilities, with the cooperation of the 
ILC and in the Open World Conference being prepared for 
2017. And we hope, Inch’Allah, to be able to participate in 

this meeting, to be able to bring qualitative changes to our 
country, because the people need them.

I invite you to come to Niger: you will see thousands of 
children who no longer go to school, the living conditions 
of the population; you will find the very precarious situa-
tion of the population. We are concerned, and this is why 
we will take advantage of our relations to be able to engage 
in the struggle to save this people that very much needs it.

Concerning education in our two countries.

Mamadou Barro: We are both education union leaders, 
and so maybe a few words could be added on this ques-
tion… With the general scheme of the country that has 
been described, it I clear that the situation of the social 
sectors, where we are union leaders, is heavily affected. 
Sometimes, we say of our governments that instead of 
eliminating quality public education, they tolerate it. Be-
cause when you see the measures taken, classes of a hun-
dred twenty students, classes held without the minimum 
of supplies … We have scientific programs in our middle 
and high schools where students, from 6th grade on, never 
set foot in a laboratory; they are in establishments with no 
library. And, in these conditions, naturally, the failure rates 
are extremely high, and it’s effectively a way to destroy 
the most important resource of a country: human capital. 
There are mobilisations, there are interpellations of the au-
thorities. And on this terrain our unions are fighting, and 
we have been quite happy to observe that, on another scale, 
perhaps taking into account the scientific and technical de-
velopment in France, well, our French comrades are lead-
ing the same struggles.

which is led by the working class in each country. It is 
therefore really important for us that this Open World 
Conference of the ILC, foreseen for 2017, take place and 
that it be able to place at the heart of its questions to be 
debated the questions of the emancipation of workers, of 
the imperialist wars that cause so much devastation in our 
countries. Of course, there is the question of terrorism, 
but we see that it serves imperialist interests a great deal, 
in one way or another. Hence what we do and what we 
hope for.
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Could you sum up the situation for us?

We are on the eve of the nation day of strike of 11 No-
vember, called for by the CUT (Unified Workers’ Centre 
– editor’s note). The illegitimate Temer government has 
obtained from the putschist Congress the vote to annul 
Lula’s most progressive decision, the new petroleum leg-
islation. This does not mean that it’s the end of the state 
presence in the exploitation of oil, but it’s the end of the 
30% minimum participation in the framework of Petrobas, 
whose revenues, remember, were institutionally destined 
for education and healthcare.

The second measure, already adopted in the House and 
which is now passing before the Senate, is an austerity 
measure that freezes public spending for the next twenty 
years. As far as I know, there is no other country which has 
dared to adopt so brutal a measure.

The Supreme Court has just voted, yesterday, on a question 
that has dragged out since 1988: the right to strike in civil 
service. It seeks to limit the right to strike in this sector by 
declaring that the days of strike will no longer be paid. In 
the private sector, the days of strike are negotiated, in civil 
service, no; either they are payed or they are not. Today, 
on the eve of the day of strike of 11 November, they have 
decided that the days of strike in civil service will no lon-
ger be paid … A thousand schools are already occupied 
throughout the country, as well as around a hundred feder-
al schools (the equivalent of the French IUT) and around 
forty universities. It is a largely spontaneous reaction, it 
must be said, against the heart of the measures of recession 
concerning public spending. All of it is accompanied by a 
measure that was not voted on but is already in effect: a 
reform by decree of secondary education. Philosophy, so-
ciology art and physical education have been pulled from 
the curriculum, and the other subjects, with the exception 
of the language and mathematics, have become optional. 
The beginnings of a mobilisation are underway, and we 
will see in the coming days what effect they have.

In these circumstances, there is the charging of Lula … In 

Markus Sokol, member of the national direction of the Workers’ Party (PT)

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 426, week of 3 to 9 November 2016)

Brazil

reality, the judicial apparatus began a process of persecu-
tion against the PT some years ago, with the help of the 
media and in liaison with national and international busi-
ness, and has personally targeted Lula for a year. To under-
stand the situation, we must return to the impeachment (the 
ouster of Dilma Rousseff – editor’s note) and especially to 
the municipal electoral defeat that the PT has just suffered. 
30% abstention (in a country where voting is obligatory), 
forty million blank or null votes. In these elections, the PT 
lost ten million votes.

Obviously, the charging of Lula, his condemnation and 
imprisonment, would be a significant step in the offen-
sive against the organisations. First, it must be noted that 
this government is quite fragile. It is obliged to act like an 
all-powerful government, but it isn’t one. How far can it 
go? It is obviously still a question of the balance of power. 
But we must recall that this government was not elected 
and that surveys show it to be less popular each day.

From the institutional point of view, there is a certain gang 
war. For example, the federal police, last Friday, invaded 
the Senate to arrest four “legislative” police officers (those 
who work uniquely in the Senate). Why? Because they had 
discovered that the federal police had conducted illegal lis-
tening, without a federal judicial order.

And so, the federal provincial judge accused the president 
of the Senate of obstruction of justice, as had been the case 
for the leaders of the PT who, in the American manner, ad-
vocate a judicial system that informs people of the accusa-
tion before condemning them… This has caused a chock.

But, let us get back to the current situation: a fragile gov-
ernment… with a programme of war. I will take the oppor-
tunity to say that the measures by the Temer government 
go well beyond the calling into question of the conquests 
that the masses had won during the Lula-Dilma period. 
The spending freeze goes beyond the 1988 Constitution, 
and the announced counter-reforms concerning Social Se-
curity and labour laws bring us back to the situation of 
nearly a century ago. There is therefore a struggle against 
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the Temer government, which is not guaranteed to make it 
to the end of its term in 2018.

The watchword becoming more and more popular in the 
country is “Out Temer!”. And this watchword is tied, by 
the activity of the CUT, the landless movement and other 
organisations, to another watchword that can be translated 
as “Don’t touch our rights!”

What can you say about the next open world confer-
ence of the ILC?

People have explained to us, day and night, that the solu-
tion to face the world market is the new bloc “BRICS” 
(acronym for the bloc including Brazil, Russia, India, Chi-
na and South Africa – editor’s note). The last meeting of 
the BRICS bloc welcomed Mr Temer, the putschisht, in 
a completely natural manner. Shouldn’t we look for an-
other solution? A few days ago, an important meeting was 
held in Recife (an important region in the Northeast) with 
a hundred militant leaders, in full municipal electoral cam-
paign – which isn’t an easy situation – around “Itinerant 
Dialog” – I’ll come back to this. A former deputy spoke. 
I cite him from memory. In his speech, he said that, faced 
with the putsch, faced with the electoral defeat, the revi-
sion of our politics must go back to our roots. These roots 
include healthy international relations on this subject. This 
deputy was present at the Algiers conference, he is not a 
member of the ILC. This spontaneous reflection by a offi-
cial indicates a state of mind.

The euphoria is over, people want explanations, in Bra-
zil and everywhere, because things are connected. It isn’t 
by chance that the Brazilian working class nationalised oil 
and created its energy independence. Today, the role of 
the working class for the defence and conquest of national 
sovereignty is major.

What is the situation within the Workers’ Party?

The internal situation of the PT is very important. Why? 
The crisis of the PT isn’t helping in finding a political solu-
tion, in the eyes of the masses, as in another time. And it’s a 
burden, including for the officials and militants who inter-
vene in the organisations and who ask themselves: “Where 
are we going?” Our campaign for the reconstruction of the 
PT is therefore totally tied to this question, and there are a 
number of PT officials, founders, current and former MPs, 
union leaders, officials in the popular movement and young 
people who are asking themselves. How did we get here?

The is necessarily an assessment to be made, and the sev-
enteen points that we have defined for “the reconstruction 
of the PT” put the accent on the adaptation to the institu-
tions since Lula’s first term. The political alliance with the 
very people who would later be the organisers of the coup 
d’état, the concessions to financial capital by taking adjust-
ment measures during Dilma’s second term, are responsi-

ble for the current situation. This adaptation has had con-
sequences on the internal life of the PT for fifteen years, 
where the mode of electing leaders through assemblies of 
militants, in accordance with the traditions of the labour 
movement, has been replaced by sorts of internal primaries 
permitting anyone to participate. And there is a growing 
feeling that we can’t go on like this. Last year, the situa-
tion was already dire. A motion, founded on a manifesto 
signed, notably, by four hundred leaders of the CUT (from 
all currents of the PT, the leadership included) obtained 
42% of the votes in the congress of the PT. This motion 
said that we must change the policies of the government. 
The leadership of the PT didn’t listen.

Will the leaders be able to assess the event and be equal to 
the task? In this situation, we are helping to make this hap-
pen, because it is possible. We have thus begun what has 
been called “Itinerant Dialog”. Let me explain: a few years 
ago, we implemented “PT-ist Dialog and Action” (DAP). 
From a non-binding discussion, it became a current of dis-
cussion, albeit not formalised as a current in the PT, which 
ran in the PT’s internal elections. Now, we are implement-
ing “Itinerant Dialog”: meetings are organised with mili-
tants of very diverse origins around the seventeen points. 
With a return to internal elections by a show of hands, de-
mands such as political reform by a sovereign constituent 
assembly, as well as agrarian reform… We present it as the 
basis of a debate. It must be acknowledged that there is an 
unheard-of crisis at the level of the leadership of the PT. 
The decision to organise or not, and in which conditions, 
an extraordinary congress has already been postponed four 
times. The is not a vote against the holding of an extraor-
dinary congress, which would be logical, no, there is a dis-
cussion, but the decision has been postponed four times!

I want to insist to the readers of Informations ouvrières 
on the gravity of the situation. The disaster of the results 
of the PT in the municipal elections has created a situa-
tion of despair. However, since despair does not make for 
anything good, there is thus the proposal of a unified front 
or fusion with the PCdoB (the former Communist Party) 
and the PDT (Democratic Workers’ Party – editor’s note, 
nationalist). Another “solution” is at work, which is the di-
vision of the PT. A current of the PT, Socialist Democracy, 
and other extreme left groups, by associating themselves 
with “radical” MPs, denounce the corruption in the PT, for 
reasons that can be understood – but which are not exactly 
legitimate. It’s a marriage of circumstance between those 
who will stop at nothing to get re-elected and those who 
are building a wall of pretendedly “left” criticisms. The al-
ternative would thus be: if the fusion does not work, there 
will be a split. While the revolt of the base is real and sin-
cere, these actions favour a dangerous situation: it is pos-
sible that there will be, if not a split, at least a significant 
fragmentation in the PT.
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Could you introduce yourself?

I am Jean Bonald Golinsky Fatal, general secretary of 
the Confederation of Public and Private Sector Workers 
(CTSP). I participate in all that could change the situation 
of female and male workers and the Haitian people.

I am a member of the inter-union Committee for the reform 
of the Labour Code, member of the tripartite Committee 
for the elimination of child labour, lawyer by profession 
and a teacher. As for the CTSP: it’s a union confederation 
created 9 December 2008 from an awareness on the part 
of workers concerning the repeated attacks by the govern-
ment of the time and the waves of privatisations unleashed 
by that government, in a context where, for a union to ex-
ist, it had to be docile and submissive to the powers that be. 
The CTSP is a real confederation, composed of the unions 
of workers in electricity, free zones, brewing, construction, 
education, healthcare, the post, services, etc.

What is the current situation in Haiti?

Haiti is often represented as the poorest country of the 
region; I believe this to be false. Because it’s a country 
impoverished by the imperialist powers with the complic-
ity of Haitians. The situation of the country has been dire; 
now, it’s a catastrophe. However, after the term of Michel 
Joseph Martelly, representative of the extreme right, the 
situation has become even more complicated because the 
people are becoming poorer. Commandant Chavez signed 
the Petrocaribe programme with Haiti, and the government 
pillages these funds for phoney programmes. The passing 
of hurricane Matthew worsened the situation, not to men-
tion the earthquake, which caused enormous damage in 
Haiti, but which gave the possibility to Bill Clinton, at the 
head of a classic mafia, to misappropriate around twelve 
billion dollars destined for the reconstruction of Haiti (see, 
as an example, the documentary of Raoul Peck).

Furthermore, the UN occupation troops have aggravated 
the situation by infecting thousands of Haitians with chol-
era. Now, the presence of the Minustah is an affront to the 

Jean Bonald Golinsky Fatal, general secretary of the Confederation of Public and Private Sector Workers (CTSP).

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 429, week of 24 to 30 November 2016)

Haiti

“The presence of the Minustah is an affront to the dignity of Haitians”

dignity of Haitians, Haiti being the first Black independent 
Republic in the world. Haiti is a land of freedom: if Obama 
is president of the United States today, it’s thanks to Haiti.

I don’t understand how Obama can accept to come and 
humiliate Haiti. This occupation of Haiti came about in a 
context when Haiti was celebrating two hundred years of 
independence. The imperialist powers, to show their rage 
concerning this independence, have done everything pos-
sible to boycott the celebration. In the same year as the 
celebration, they invaded the country. France, to have re-
venge on Haiti, came to occupy the North, where the indig-
enous army had beaten it. Then came the Minustah, which 
brought cholera. There is a struggle by Haitians, along with 
their friends, notably from the CUT-Brazil, the UGTG, 
from the ILC, etc., to rid the country of the Minustah. The 
working class is leading a struggle, first for survival, then 
for dignity. The minimum wage is less than five dollars 
per day and over 40% of the Haitian population is unem-
ployed. The employers think that they are according the 
favour of working to the workers, which goes to show that 
work, for them, is a merchandise.  Work is a right. So, the 
workers fight to be respected and to have a decent job.

How do you conceive of the participation of your union, 
the CTSP, in the open world conference?

The CTSP conceives of this conference as a platform for 
resistance to imperialism, where the men and women who 
do not want to die on their knees come together in soli-
darity to develop strategies for the struggles to make the 
final assault and achieve definitive victory, since we must 
defend ourselves. The CTSP has brought its contribution 
to the world labour movement through its support for the 
victims of repression and discrimination in South Korea, 
Pakistan, Guatemala, etc. It unceasingly gives its support 
to the workers of Brazil and against the institutional coup 
d’état by the right wing of this country, and we participate 
in any initiative that could give better working and living 
conditions to the workers of the world.
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Could you introduce yourself?

I am Georges Goddard, general secretary of the National 
Workers’ Union of Saint Lucia, a nation of around seven-
ty thousand peoples in the East of the Caribbean. We are 
about twenty miles South of Martinique, with which we 
share a French colonial past (the “French West Indies”). 
Because of this, we speak a French creole along with En-
glish.

My organisation has a base of some six thousand members, 
which is a significant number in regard to our tiny popula-
tion. We think, nonetheless, that, with the other unions, the 
union density could be greatly improved.

What is the situation in Saint Lucia today?

The organised working class has struggled for union and 
democratic rights since the forties, when the first viable 
worker organisations were formed. They were at the fore-
front of the fight for the right to vote and for independence. 
More recently, we have seen attacks against labour laws, 
calling into question the gains won by the movement 
throughout the years.

A recent piece of legislation concerning the “rights of suc-
cession” was even targeted and repealed. This law sought 

Georges Goddard, general secretary of the National Workers’ Union (NWU)

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 430, week of 1 to 7 December 2016)

Saint Lucia

to ensure that employers don’t de-unionise their workforce 
through mass firings. It sought to achieve this goal by guar-
anteeing that collective agreements and the rights to col-
lective negotiation remain, despite the firing.

It must be noted that one of the challenges of the working 
class, here, lies in its segmentation, which makes it that it 
isn’t really a large movement able to organise a sustained 
solidarity campaign to face such assaults.

How do you conceive of the participation of your union, 
the NWU, in the open world conference?

The NWU can contribute by sharing the lessons of our 
union and, more largely, of the labour movement, notably 
concerning the possible evolution of labour laws, while 
taking into account the particularities of the different juris-
dictions. We also think we can learn from the experiences 
of the international movement concerning the develop-
ment and the deepening of solidarity, so important in this 
period of globalised exploitation of labour and of unprece-
dented concentration of capital, which remains the seal of 
imperialism.
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Today, the French state, at the request of the grandchil-
dren of slavers and the bosses of BMW, has decided to 
bring you before its “justice”. Why? How do you inter-
pret this provocation?

A few days ago, Thursday 17 November, I was summoned 
to the gendarmerie, being the object of a complaint for “vi-
olence in a meeting” deposed by a manager of BMW, the 
property of the president of Medef of Guadeloupe.

It’s a manifestation of the will to demonise the UGTG. 
Once again, our organisation is attacked by attacking its 
general secretary in an effort to silence us. These attacks 
come at the very moment when the UGTG:

• Denounces the firings by BMW of nearly all of our union 
section, and of our delegate for having used his cell 
phone, for having spoken creole to his superior and for 
having taken too much time to accomplish professional 
tasks, after thirteen years of seniority; and this without 
the authorisation of the labour inspectorate. To this day, 
no proceedings by the prosecutor, despite the minutes of 
the labour inspectorate;

• Denounces the famous pact for youth employment 
signed between the government, local authorities and 
Medef-Guadeloupe, which combined the total exonera-
tion of fees and the financing of pay without any contri-
bution from employers;

• Denounces the opposition by Medef to any branch ne-
gotiation in Guadeloupe, notably concerning pay;•Re-
affirms its engagement for a free, sovereign and inde-
pendent Guadeloupe, free from capitalist and colonialist 
domination;

• Begins its propaganda in the framework of the elections 
in very small businesses (TPE).

Elie Domota, general secretary of the UGTG

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 431, week of 8 to 14 December 2016)

Guadeloupe

The French state prosecutes Elie Domota

This Thursday 17 November, several tens of militants were 
present to say no to the repression. Several representatives 
of political and union organisations like the CGTG, FO or 
SUDPTT GWA were present. The unions have already ex-
pressed the wish to call for a mobilisation at the end of 
May 2017.

We know that determination, engagement and solidarity 
are what will allow us to push back the repression. We 
have now informed the Cicr, the International committee 
against repression, of this situation. Very soon, one of our 
leaders will be present in Algiers at the meeting of the co-
ordination of the ILC, in the framework of the preparation 
for the open world conference. On this occasion, he will 
call to all the delegations present for solidarity.

Obviously, these attacks strengthen us and encourage us to 
continue the struggle. Only a month ago, the UGTG made 
a declaration on the situation in Guadeloupe, a declaration 
distributed by the tens of thousands in the businesses and 
communities of the archipelago.

As announced, the UGTG called for a day of mobilisa-
tion, 18 October 2016. How did it go? What form did 
it take?

This past 18 October, we made the choice to mobilise in 
businesses. Over fifty strike pickets were set up and held 
by striking workers throughout the day. Some even contin-
ued the strike movement after the 18 October.

Our principal demands:

• The opening of branch negotiations in all sectors of ac-
tivity on qualifications, classifications, pay, employment 
and training;

• The application of the LKP agreement of 4 March 2009, 
notably on the provisions relative to the emergency em-
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ployment plan and the training of the youth, on the right 
to an educational pathway and excellent university, on 
collective transportation, on waste treatment, on wa-
ter management, on prices, on healthcare and the fight 
against chronic diseases, on social welfare, on union 
freedoms;

• The full and complete application of the Bino agreement 
of 26 February 2009;

• The respect of all the agreements, the stoppage of firings 
and the reinstatement of fired employees;

• The right of Guadeloupeans to work in Guadeloupe;

• The respect of union freedoms, or the representative bod-
ies of personnel and workers’ organisations;

• The defence of the public services of education and 
healthcare;

• The defence of the rights and gains of the workers;

• The repeal of the laws of compensation of slaveholders 
and the restitution of goods and lands

18 October also allowed us to measure our forces in dif-
ferent sectors.

In several sectors of activity, the mobilisation still con-
tinues today; in others, the workers signed agreements 
… Can you explain?

In several companies, the mobilisation has continued. No-
tably, it’s the case at the Employment agency, at Social 
Security and at the town hall of Basse-Terre. The workers 
were right, since the mobilisations has payed off with vic-
torious agreements for the working class. These days, it’s 
the employees of service stations who have mobilised to 
demand the holding of annual obligatory negotiations. At 
the same time, we have seen a series of barricades organ-
ised by angry users who demand tap water. More than ever, 
the struggle must continue in this way to put our water 
under the direct control of a public establishment for the 
management, production and distribution of water, to be 
done with the pwofitasyon, to return to a just and fair price 
and to stop the outsourcing of all such public services to 
private operators.

What can be said about the period of preparation for 
the coming elections?

It can be said that the situation is marked by the organi-
sation of elections that are, in reality, fraudulent and un-
der the military occupation by UN forces in the country. 
The situation is also marked by a global understanding 
between different political sectors in the country, with the 
great imperialist powers, to organise sham elections with 
the unique goal of putting an anti-people and anti-work-
ing-class government into power.

Concerning the fight of the working class and the Haitian 
people, it can be said that, despite the conspiracy, the pres-
sure, the repression, the attack in all its forms, the exploita-
tion and the domination by imperialism and local leaders 
against the working class and the Haitian people, the class 
resistance by all the union organisations in the country 
continues, to denounce exploitation and the repression of 
unions.

The minimum wage of less than five hundred gourdes can-
not ensure the reproduction of the physical force of the 
proletariat. With such a wage, the proletariat finds itself in 

David Oxygène, general secretary of the Movement of Liberty and Equality of Haitians for Fraternity (Moleghaf)

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 432, week of 15 to 21 December 2016)

Haiti

“The Minustah is nothing other than an occupation force in the country,
which is the principal reason why more and more individuals and organisations

are opposed to the renewal of its mandate.”

a situation where it is impossible to meet their nutritional 
need and those of their families. With the continued rise in 
the price of basic necessities, their pay worsens more and 
more. The absence of means of collective transportation, 
the forced contributions and the character of working con-
ditions and the other contributions taken out of pay make 
the material situation of workers even more precarious. 
The workers vegetate in inhuman conditions, languishing 
in filthy cramped conditions, deprived of any effective 
system of Social Security. All these situations are pushing 
the workers to struggle in the factories and companies. In 
the industrial park, in Sonapi, in Caracol, which are free 
zones, but also in public and private enterprises, the work-
ers, through the different organisations, keep up their daily 
struggle against exploitation.

The Minustah was installed in Haiti due to a call for help, 
dating to 29 February 2004, from the interim president of 
Haiti, Boniface Alexandre, through the permanent repre-
sentative of Haiti to the UN. 9 July 2004, a siege accord 
was signed between the UN, represented by Adam Guindo, 
and the Haitian government, represented by the then Prime 
Minister, Gérard Latortue, concerning the status of UN op-
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erations in Haiti. This siege agreement defined the status of 
the Minustah and its members, the privileges and immuni-
ties accorded to them, their responsibilities, the mode of 
settlement of disputes, etc.

So, for twelve years, the country finds itself under mili-
tary occupation, following a coup d’état fomented by the 
United States and its agent, USAID, in concertation with 
the traditional political parties and anti-people politicians.

For twelve years, the popular, progressive, union and revo-
lutionary organisation have led a permanent anti-Minustah 
resistance to say no to this occupation force that tramples 
underfoot the sovereignty of the Haitian people, that mas-
sacres the popular masses, that crushes workers at protests 
against exploitation and miserable pay. It can be noted that 
in the last seven years of the presence of Minustah in the 
country, the coordination for the pulling out of UN troops 
has been the principal moving force in the fight against 
military occupation in the country, with its different organ-
isations: the Moleghaf, the Mela, the Syntart, the CTSP 
and the newspaper Haïti Liberté, etc.

The Minustah is increasingly criticised, denounced by all 
sectors of the country. The Minustah has failed in its mis-
sion, assigned by resolution 1542 (2004), of guarantee-
ing peace, establishing the rule of law, security, etc. The 
Minustah is nothing other than an occupation force in the 
country, which is the principal reason why more and more 
individuals and organisations are opposed to the renewal 
of its mandate, by organising various protest movements to 
demand its immediate withdrawal. And the other reasons 
evoked by the organisations fighting against the Minustah 
are, among others, the multiple atrocities committed these 
twelve years by the soldiers of this mission in the country, 
especially in lower class areas, the increase in the climate 
of insecurity in the country despite their presence and the 
introduction and subsequent propagation of cholera in Hai-
ti.

How do you see the participation of your organisation 
in the open world conference?

It must be noted that it’s the first time that Moleghaf will 
participate in this open world conference, and this partic-
ipation will be a very good experience for Moleghaf and 
myself, as the general secretary of the organisation. For 
several reasons. This conference will give Moleghaf the 
possibility to meet other class organisations and also to 
present its ideas. It will open a new perspective for Mo-
leghaf in the class struggle. It will be the possibility for 
Moleghaf to describe the situation opened in the country, 
on all levels, in the presence of other class organisations. 
And the international solidarity with Haiti will be rein-
forced, to continue the struggle against the military occu-
pation of the country which has lasted twelve years.

Moleghaf will bring its experiences of struggle in Haiti and 
will share them when it speaks, if possible. Moleghaf will 
bring the contribution of the long path travelled for seven 
years in the struggle against the occupation of Haiti. And 
this contribution by Moleghaf, as a revolutionary organisa-
tion defending the working class, will be a new stitch in the 
world labour movement, for its advancement and for the 
continuity of the permanent combat against the exploita-
tion of man by man throughout the world. What is of inter-
est for the Haitian people is that the open world conference 
is always a conference that addresses the great problems 
of humanity and which makes decisions in the interest of 
workers and the people in general throughout the world. 
It’s firstly in this way that it could be in the interest of the 
Haitian people, who depend on its struggle for its emanci-
pation. And then, it could be in the interest of the Haitian 
people based on its organisations that will participate in 
this open world conference, who will organise debates and 
other activities, by making a summary of the conference to 
allow workers and peoples to continue to remain standing 
in their struggle against war, exploitation and domination.
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Could you present the Democratic Youth Organisa-
tion?

The ODJ is a democratic organisation of young people 
with a revolutionary and anti-imperialist orientation cre-
ated 7 December 2000 in Burkina Faso. Young students 
and workers were organised in unions, but not the young 
farmers, informal sector workers and artisans (1). The 
ODJ is installed in the forty-five provinces of Burkina 
Faso. We work to raise the raise the consciousness of 
the youth about social democratic politics, we help them 
to organise to defend their interests, be it on the level of 
workers, farmers, gold washers or shopkeepers (2).

The ODJ, from its creation, has organised consciousness 
raising debates to explain to the youth the political situa-
tion in their country. The youth played a role at the fore-
front of the insurrection of 31 October 2014 that got rid 
of Compaoré (3). What role did the ODL play? In 2012-
2013, we launched the discussion: insurrection is the only 
means to get rid of the dictator.

Many people didn’t believe it. We told them that those 
who say that insurrection couldn’t come to Burkina or 
elsewhere in the world were wrong. We said that, with the 
crisis of the capitalist and imperialist system, insurrection 
was possible to get rid of Blaise. We held a meeting, 20 
June 2013, to say so, as well as that he couldn’t leave 
with elections.

With the coalition against expensive living (CCVC), we 
worked to raise the awareness of the youth (4). The D 
day of the insurrection, the youth of the ODJ went out in 
the streets in Oudadougou and throughout the country. It 
cost the lives of five ODJ comrades, over seventy were 
wounded.

After the insurrection, we said that it wasn’t over: Blaise 
was gone, but capitalism and imperialism were still in our 
country. France was still present. It was the French army 
that took Blaise to the Ivory Coast to shelter him.

Two members of the national bureau of the Democratic Youth Organisation (ODJ)

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 432, week of 15 to 21 December 2016)
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France had him replaced by his aid de camp, Lieu-
tenant-colonel Isaac Zida. He came to say to us, 31 Oc-
tober, on Revolution Square, that he wanted to help the 
people. He presented himself as a revolutionary! He was 
accompanied by Balai citoyen and the CAR (Anti-Ref-
erendum Collective) (5). ODJ was there: we said that he 
was a pawn of French imperialism. He wasn’t able to fin-
ish his speech.

2 December, we called to the youth and people to go out 
in the streets to denounce what was a coup d’état, to say 
that they didn’t want Isaac Zida in power. He was re-
placed by Michel Kafando (6), who was an ally of French 
imperialism in the nineties. Zida became his Prime Min-
ister!

How did you oppose the September 2015 coup d’état?

We saw the signs of a coup d’état. At several councils of 
ministers, the RSP, the regiment of presidential security 
(7), took them hostage. The ODJ said that there could be 
a coup d’état or a reactionary civil war. We held our youth 
meeting, which ended 13 September, we prepared our-
selves. The coup d’état led by the RSP took place on the 
16th. We called to the youth to go out in the street and to 
mobilise to thwart the coup d’état.  And the young really 
went out. The CCVC called a general strike throughout 
the territory. It was respected, the people were out. There 
were barricades, despite real gunfire. At the end of three 
days, the RSP could no longer leave its barracks. The 
people encircled them. In the outlying neighbourhoods, 
we organised the resistance, barricade by barricade. We 
knew that the French agreed with the coup d’état. The 
ECOWAS (8) arrived on the 17th. The 18th, Hollande de-
clared: “Beware, those who go against the accord passed 
by the ECOWAS!” There were the political parties and 
the putschists.

The accord, it was the amnesty of Biendéré and all the 
putschists, who had to return power to the transition. The 
RSP would remain in place, not be dissolved. The block-
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ing of the friends of Compaoré from running in elections 
would be lifted.

With the force of the mobilisation, the 18th, the parties be-
gan to pull out of the accord. Pressure was put on the bar-
racks. The 19th, the soldiers in the garrisons descended to 
Ouaga to support the mobilisation. They launched an ulti-
matum to the RSP to disarm it. The RSP was dissolved.

What were the objectives of the days of solidarity with 
the peoples of Africa that you organised?

It was an idea that we took to heart as a political organi-
sation with a revolutionary, patriotic and anti-imperialist 
orientation. We wanted to give the working-class youth 
the maximum amount of information on what imperialist 
domination is and the concrete mechanisms of this dom-
ination. We wanted to take this question out of strictly 
intellectual circles.

Secondly, our objective was to create real solidarity in 
Africa and throughout the world. In Africa in particular, 
because we think that we are practically all in the same 
situation. It must be seen if we can agree to combine forc-
es to lead the struggle for liberation. The original objec-
tive wasn’t for the ODJ to carry this day alone, but with 
other youth organisations. We took it up a bit late.

How do you see the future of your relationship with 
the ILC?

We want to maintain the ties with those who weren’t there 
as with those who were, such as the ILC. If the ILC thinks 
that this day is pertinent, we are ready to maintain and 
reinforce relations.

_____________________

(1) Informal sector workers.

(2) See above note.

(3) Blaise Compaoré took power in 1987 through a bloody coup d’état against 
his friend, Thomas Sankara, then head of state and opposed to the payment of 
the debt. The latter was assassinated.

(4) The Coalition against expensive living ifs a framework for action bringing 
together labour confederations, notably the CGT-B, autonomous unions as well 
as democratic organisations. The ODJ participates.

(5) Balai citoyen (citizen broom) is a “civil society” movement in the tradition 
of Sankara that gave its support to the “transition”. It is the same for the CAR.

(6) Kafando has already participated in several governments, the first being in 
1982.

(7) The RSP was the praetorian guard of Compoaré, on the front line in leading 
the repression.

(8) The ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) is one of the 
drive-belt institutions of imperialism, particularly French, in the region. 

Could you paint us a picture of the situation developing 
in Brazil?

Nine months after the coming to power of the putschist 
government, all the social and economic indicators are 
worsening: unemployment, public services, all that can 
be expected from a government that was put into place to 
satisfy the needs of the oligarchy and the bourgeoisie and, 
above all, to serve the interests of American capitalists, to 
the detriment of the Brazilian people.

Although there wasn’t an uprising at the moment of the 
judico-parliamentary putsch, the conditions have intensi-
fied, evolving toward an explosion that could happen at 
any moment. The explosion that took place in January in 
the Brazilian prisons, causing hundreds of deaths, is an 

Markus Sokol, member of the national direction of the Workers’ Party, leader of the current O Trabalho
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illustration of this situation. Even though originated in a 
gang war between inmates, the basis remains the inhuman 
conditions due to cuts in the operational budget of prisons, 
where the vital minimum is no longer guaranteed.

Then, in February, there was a crisis which developed in 
the police. A rebellion of ten thousand soldiers broke out 
in the state of Espirito Santo, and movements of the same 
type, founded on salary demands, happened in several 
other states, notably in Rio. Two weeks before the start of 
Carnaval, you can imagine the worry that this can create. 
A veritable panic took root in Espirito Santo: these were 
veritable scenes of war that were shown of television, 
with, on one side, gangs taking advantage of the absence 
of police to settle their scores, but also, on the other side, 
scenes of looting of stores provoked by galloping extreme 
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poverty. The army was called in, which is allowed in Bra-
zil in exceptional circumstances, but which is now tend-
ing to generalise. Certainly, this wasn’t a state of siege on 
the national level, but there was a deployment of the army 
that alarmed even the political sectors that didn’t expect 
this scenario with the putsch, but which rather saw in it a 
means to “stabilise” the situation.

However, the opposite is now happening. It is therefore a 
general situation which is degrading, marked by a govern-
ment bogged down in affairs and corruption: several min-
isters accused by the Supreme Court are trying to manoeu-
vre to save the regime.

What has been the reaction of workers to these poli-
cies?

The popularity of president Temer collapses more and 
more each day (10% satisfaction today). The essential el-
ement that will be equal to the task of creating a solution 
is, obviously, the working class. Because, although there 
are proceedings against Temer himself, although ministers 
stand accused, posing the question of the Supreme Court 
taking power, the Temer government nonetheless contin-
ues to pass in Congress, with the support of the conserva-
tives, all the measures that imperialism asks of it.

Next 15 March, the National Confederation of Education 
Workers (which counts over a million primary and sec-
ondary school teachers) has decided to call for a strike of 
unlimited duration. This decision was taken at its last con-
gress, which just took place in January. It was noted that 
during the congress, the direction had proposed a twenty-
four-hour strike, but the pressure led it to reconsider its 
position and, in the end, call for an unlimited strike, adopt-
ed with two principal demands: the respect of the law that 
fixes the national salary ceiling and against the reform of 
Social Security.

A few days ago, three massive first assemblies of teach-
ers were held in three different states, which voted for the 
strike. How far will this movement go? I don’t know, we 
will see, but this question of the reform of Social Security 
is explosive, it touches all the workers. And it’s at this mo-
ment that the government chose to announce the flexibili-
zation of labour laws.

The CUT has therefore decided to call for a national day of 
strike in solidarity with the teachers, “against the reform of 
Social Security and against the reform of labour laws”, a 
day of “national paralysis”, as we say here, for 15 March. 
There were a few hesitations, but, in the end, the proposi-
tion was adopted by other union centres, and, therefore, 15 
March, there will be a national strike.

We must also address what is going on within the PT, which 
is preparing its VI Congress. It was convened after the de-
feat in the last elections of the past year, which were a dis-
avowal of the official line. The leaders argue that they were 
the victims of persecutions (which is true, in a way), but 
they themselves contributed to the destitution, and there 
is therefore an assessment to be made of the last period. 
Against the manoeuvres of the apparatus, of alliance with 
putschist forces, the base revolts and mobilises to change 
the policies of the direction. It is in these conditions that 
the next congress of the PT is being prepared.

As for us, we are oriented on the “reconstruction of the 
PT”, because it isn’t only a question of overcoming an 
electoral defeat, but a putsch, followed by a brutal elector-
al defeat. So, we must return to the foundations of the PT 
to rebuild it.

In this situation, where are you in the preparation of 
the open world conference?

Obviously, the situation has been quite tense these last ten 
years, but this brings Brazil back to the world situation as it 
is. You could have the impression that Brazil was an excep-
tion, a sort of sphere in Latin America with a few conflicts, 
perhaps, but in which things could evolve peacefully… 
Today, all that is over. So, the interest of any conscient la-
bour militant for what is happening in the world has grown 
tenfold in the last period, to try to use it to understand what 
is happening in our country.

Of course, there is an easy explanation: the world is moving 
to the right… Trump, what’s happening in Europe, etc. Is 
it so simple? No, of course not. Even in Brazil, the people 
didn’t vote for the right. There was an enormous increase 
in abstention, a totally new phenomenon in Brazil, which 
is a country, remember, where voting is obligatory. So, it’s 
very well a question of the responsibility of the leadership 
of the majority party that was posed.

And it’s in these conditions that we have started to prepare 
the world conference. We must nonetheless recall that we 
are on the eve of Carnaval. But what is significant is that 
we have massive support from members of the direction 
of the CUT, senators, deputies, who have decided to sup-
port this world conference. And then, once Carnaval has 
passed, we will take measures to enlarge this support to 
other contacts, other leaders of popular organisations, oth-
er MPs, intellectuals, etc. I believe that we can constitute a 
truly representative delegation, self-financed, based on the 
will to meet other militants and make ourselves known to 
them.
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Could you say a few words about the preparations in 
South Africa for the open world conference?

I must start by saying that the initiative to convene an open 
world conference is extremely important for the workers 
and peoples of the entire world, notably in this situation 
of crisis opened and aggravated by American imperialism, 
notably after the election of Trump.

We are in a situation where wars in the Middle East have 
led to the exile of millions of refugees throughout the 
world, where the dismantlement of African nations and the 
wars underway in Africa – a situation we have talked about 
for a long time – are an obvious reality. This is combined 
with the expansion of unemployment and firings through-
out the world and thus the collapse of the situation of the 
working masses throughout the world.

Therefore, this open world conference allows us to pose 
these questions not only in each country, but also on the 
world level, and to help the workers and peoples to combat 
this situation. Also, the call for the preparation of the open 
world conference is, for us, a means to help to organise 
workers in the labour movement and in the political organ-
isations willing to fight.

In Azania, we addressed ourselves to the union movement, 
we addressed the invitation to youth organisations, and we 
also addressed it to political organisations, to propose that 
they support the initiative for the open world conference. 
Because war and exploitation have now become a reality 
on the world level.

The preparation, like the organisation of the conference, 
we lead it daily in the sense that we continue this discus-
sion in the labour movement with the militants who have 
agreed to support the OWC.

And since the call for the OWC was launched, last 29 May, 
we haven’t stopped addressing ourselves to union and po-
litical militants for them to support the conference. We 

Lybon Mabasa, president of the Socialist Party of Azania (Sopa) and member of the international coordination of the ILC
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think that this will allow the workers to directly organise 
in their countries, on their own positions, whether in dom-
inated countries or in imperialist countries.

What is the situation in the Cosatu Centre?

Since 1985, the majority of the workers in Azania have 
been grouped within the framework of the Cosatu. And 
since that date, throughout this period, despite our fight 
for the Cosatu to preserve its independence from both the 
government and big capital, the Cosatu has been aligned 
with the policies of the ANC (which then became the party 
of the government) as well as the demands of big capital. 
Throughout the years, we have seen an ever-deeper inte-
gration of the Cosatu in the plans of the government and 
big capital, at the expense of those of the Cosatu.

More and more, unions have thus shown their disaccord 
with the orientation of the Cosatu, but none has had the 
courage to break with the traditions and methods of the 
Cosatu. And we reached a point where the government – in 
which the Cosatu is effectively integrated – opened fire on 
the workers, causing the deaths of nearly forty miners in 
Marikana. Marikana was a bastion of the principal union 
of the Cosatu, the NUM, the National Union of Miners. 
The miners revolted against the NUM and its integration in 
the plans of the mine bosses. The NUM had indeed taken 
position for the bosses against the miners. Not only did 
the NUM not condemned the repression by the police and 
bosses against the miners, but it condemned the miners by 
taking up the argument of the government and the mine 
bosses, declaring that the strike by miners demanding a sal-
ary that would let allow them to live was an illegal strike.

Faced with this, the workers and miners organised in the 
Cosatu and the NUM started asking themselves what was 
the interest of an alignment of the Confederation with the 
plans of the government and big business. And at the con-
gress of the Cosatu that followed the Marikana massacre, 
the workers clearly showed that they no longer agreed to 
support the line of the Cosatu apparatus. Things reached 
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a point where the Cosatu decided to expel from its ranks 
Zwelinzima Vavi, who was the general secretary of the Co-
satu.

Where are we in the creation of a new union confeder-
ation in South Africa?

Vavi immediately turned to the Cosatu unions that had 
shown their disaccord with the orientation of the union 
centre and to the independent unions that had clearly posed 
the question of creating a union in competition with the 
Cosatu. Other unions then left the Cosatu to join in the cre-
ation of a new union confederation. These unions quickly 
represented the majority of the unions not only within the 
Cosatu but also outside it. There are now nearly thirty-one 
unions that have clearly taken a stand for the creation of a 
new union confederation. The majority of these thirty-one 

unions come from the Cosatu and left it, and the rest come 
from independently created unions.

If we make an initial assessment, it is clear that this new 
confederation would already be more significant than the 
Cosatu has ever been. These unions engaged in the con-
struction of a new confederation have already clearly af-
firmed their independence and their refusal to align them-
selves with the orientations of the government and big 
capital. They have also gotten in contact with independent 
union federations that have agreed to join this new confed-
eration.

Today, these unions are engaged in the final period of 
preparation for the official launch of the new confedera-
tion, whose founding congress will be held the weekend 
of next 24 May.

What is the situation of teaching workers in the face of 
the structural counter-reforms?

A. J. Reyes: Last year, we energetically stood up against 
the policies imposed by the Peña Nieto government con-
cerning teaching, in particular, against the policy of eval-
uation-firing suggested by the OCDE and backed by the 
SNTE. We provoked a movement in nearly all the states of 
the country and a hundred-twenty-day strike, which began 
15 May 2016 in five union sections counting over 400,000 
workers, with the National Coordination of Teaching 
Workers (CNTE) (1) at its head. We succeeded in delaying 
the evaluation-firing by a year.

Our fight now has the goal of repealing this counter re-
form, falsely called “educational”, the rehiring of teachers 
fired for having refused to present themselves for “eval-
uation” (around 500), the restitution of withheld pay and 
the freeing of our political prisoners. It’s with the goal of 
continuing the fight that we are preparing the XIII National 
Ordinary Congress of the CNTE (24, 25 and 26 March).

What do you think of Trump’s threats against Mexico?

I. G. Ruiz: At the same time that Trump arrived in the gov-
ernment, the president, Peña Nieto, ordered a sharp rise in 
the price of fuel (his “coup de force”), which has given 
birth to an enormous national movement that obliges him 
to not implement further increases. It is in this way that we 

Antonio Jimenez Reyes, member of the executive committee of section 12 of the National Union of Teaching Workers (SNTE) 
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protest against the reforms of Peña Nieto and against the 
threats by Trump, seeking to expel thousands of refugees 
without papers, our compatriots among them, and to com-
plete the construction of the border wall, while at the same 
time revising the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) to get a hold of even more of the nation’s wealth. 
The government, with Peña Nieto and Videgaray (Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, formerly of Finance) at its head, after 
having imposed the coup de force on fuel, accepts the ex-
pulsions, the wall and the revision of the treaty behind a 
smokescreen of calls for “national unity”.

Concerning Baha California, we see Mexicans, people 
coming from Central American countries and now Hai-
tians, as well as Africans trying to get to the United States, 
with widespread death and bad treatment provoked by the 
“coyotes” (as the delinquents who smuggle people to the 
United States are called in Mexico) …

How do you plan to organise the open world confer-
ence, of which you are signatories?

I. G. Ruiz: We have proposed a bi-national meeting to 
several unions in southern California, in the United States, 
which could take place in San Diego (2), with the goal of 
looking at the problems of the workers of the two sides of 
the frontier and to invite them to the world conference.

At the national congress of the CNTE, we will explain the 
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Could you give us a brief history of what happened to 
Social Security in Chile and what is the current situa-
tion of the workers on this question?

The discussion began in the Confederation of Bank Work-
ers and Assimilated Unions (CSTEBA), because it was in 
the financial system that the alarms first sounded indicating 
that the system wouldn’t work and that future retirements 
were in danger. The bankruptcies of 2008 proved we were 
right, and from then on, we took on the task of discussing 
with other sectors of workers, with students and the gener-
al population (…).

What is your assessment of the campaign, in 2016, in 
particular? What categories of unions are assembled in 
the movement?

Luis Mesina, leader of the Confederation of Bank Workers and Assimilated Unions (CSTEBA), 

Spokesman for the platform “No + AFP!”

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 446, week of 30 March to 5 April 2017,  read in O Trabalho, n° 803)

Chile

O Trabalho, newspaper of the current of the same name in the Brazilian Workers’ Party, interviewed Luis Mesina, 
general secretary of the Confederation of the Employees of the Bank of Chile and spokesman of the movement 
“No + AFP” (“Down with the AFP” – translator’s note). AFP is the acronym for the pension fund management organ-
isms created by the Chilean dictatorship in 1981, after Pinochet had privatised public Social Security in the coun-
try. A union leader of banking sector workers, Mesina fought the military dictatorship and, since the beginning of 
the 2000s – and more intensely starting in 2008, with the debut of the crisis of the capitalist system (the bankruptcy 
of Lehman Brothers) –, he launched the campaign “No + AFP” alongside other sectors.

A very positive assessment, to the extent that, in terms of 
consciousness, the workers took a leap forward. Nearly 
everyone has mastered the basics of what needs to be un-
derstood in the social security model. As for the categories, 
the different sectors of workers have identified with this 
struggle, passing over the union leaders who, for partisan 
reasons, are against our campaign. The mobilisations bring 
together miners, fishermen, dockworkers, students, bank 
employees, healthcare associations, state employees, edu-
cation workers, poor people, etc., which allows us to cover 
all the national territory. A new march is convened for 26 
March.

How is it being prepared, what is its objective? What 
are the next steps?

goal of the open world conference and propose sending a 
delegation. Also, we have a national meeting, 8 April, of 
the group Dialog Between Workers with this same objec-
tive.

In Baha California, there is a large movement in defence 
of water. A transnational company (Constellation Brand) is 
trying to install itself in our city to seize the water neces-
sary for agricultural activities, domestic use, schools and 

hospitals, etc. It’s a good moment to introduce the works 
of the world conference.
_____________________

(1) The National Coordination of Teaching Workers (CNTE) is a mass tendency 
of the National Union of Teaching Workers (SNTE). The leaders of the SNTE 
back and encourage all the structural counter-reforms.

(2) An American city near the Mexican border.
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We hope to take another quantitative leap, which will al-
low us to exert a greater pressure and consolidate the cam-
paign to end with the AFP, currently concentrated in two 
American holding institutions that avoid paying taxes, thus 
harming the public treasury. When this bankruptcy hap-
pens, there will be a chain reaction. In 2017, there will be 
a presidential election in Chile.

How does the campaign “No+AFP” use this?

The context is particularly complex, since certain groups 
are trying to capitalise on the movement, while it hasn’t 
defined the path it will take. The idea for us to democrati-
cally decide the way that we can put forward our proposi-
tion in this period covering a large part of the year.

You are one of the signatories of the call for the open 
world conference to be held in Algiers. In what way can 
this activity help your movement? And, inversely, how 
can the struggle of the workers of Chile be a help to the 
struggle of workers from other countries?

We hope that the workers of the whole world and of the 
OWC in particular will support our demands in solidarity. 
This struggle isn’t solely our own, to the extent that the 
capitalist tentacles are quickly moving to appropriate the 
workers’ contingency funds, and, sooner or later, they will 
try to do it throughout the world, as has already taken place 
in Brazil, for example.

What are the principal elements of the current situa-
tion in Spain?

To paint a picture of the Spanish state today, you must 
summarise two or three big problems. The general context 
is definitively marked by the crisis of the regime, born in 
1978 with the death of Franco. These forty years of exis-
tence are now over. 

All the institutions originating in the pact with the Fran-
coists are in a profound crisis: the monarchy is in crisis. 
The judicial system is in crisis. Democratic rights are in 
crisis: we have never known such a concentrated monop-
oly of information systems and the media. Once again, we 
see judges open affairs for political reasons – and, as you 
know, there are now proceedings against 300 unionists, 
and there are over 400 independantist militants also prose-
cuted concerning the Catalan question.

In concrete terms, how is this crisis manifested in the 
institutions?

Political and financial corruption have invaded the country. 

Jordi Salvador Duch, deputy of the Republican Left of the department of Tarragona to the Cortès (the Spanish National Assem-
bly) and member of the international coordination of the EIT

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 447, week of 6 to 12 April 2017)

Spain

A corruption directly tied to the old parties that emerged 
from the transition, in particular, the two principal parties 
that were its product: the Popular Party (PP) and the Span-
ish Socialist Workers Party (PSOE). The latter is in free 
fall and no longer has any idea of where it is – I’m not 
talking about its base of militants, but its leaders. And I can 
say it all the better, now that I’m a deputy in the National 
Assembly in Madrid. The impression given by the Social-
ist Party today in Congress is that of a party depressed, 
defeated, bureaucratic and with no more illusions. On the 
other side, the Popular Party, totally submerged in a brutal 
corruption crisis, has governed – or rather merely survived 
– for fourteen months on nothing but the remains of the 
laws that it had approved at the moment when it still ben-
efitted from an absolute majority. And the paradox of the 
situation is that the government only functions because the 
Socialist Party supports it.

This government, albeit weak, is nonetheless hitting 
quite hard.

Indeed, it has entered a phase of final liquidations of what 
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little rights, freedoms and social state still exist in the 
country. Two points of resistance have now crystallised 
on two fundamental questions: the first is retirement. The 
retirement system, in deficit, nevertheless represents 110 
billion euros. After the explosion of the housing specula-
tive bubble, the financial system had urgent need of get-
ting its hands on it. Retirements must thus be miserable to 
“oblige” people to sign up for private supplements.

And the second point of resistance is the dockers’ strike. A 
victorious strike!

How did the dockers win?

The dockers represent the last sector in the country that 
still benefits from collective rights: with good salaries and 
good working conditions. This is thanks to the unions and 
the fact that if they block the ports, they block the world! 
The European Union has launched a programme of liber-
alisation of the sector, the last not to have been liberalised. 
From there, the Rajoy government implemented the direc-
tive, but with three extra steps and a media campaign to 
present the dockers as privileged. To eliminate the collec-
tive rights of dockers was to integrate their sector of the La-
bour Code in the current excessive deregulation in Spain: 
temporary work, subcontracting, externalisation, social 
dumping through foreign fleets, etc. It’s another chapter in 
the class struggle that is being played out. A turning point 
has perhaps been passed: for the first time since 1979, the 
dockers – with the support of the opposition to the Rajoy 
government – have brought down a statutory order (pro-
mulgated by the government as an emergency procedure): 
a signal to say the possibility of victory exists.

You speak of the “old” parties, but there is also Podem-
os. Could it represent a new force on the left in Spain?

It’s difficult to say. I still can’t tell what direction Podem-
os wants or will go. I continue to be very sceptical. A left 
party in Spain must be clear on two questions: the fight for 
the Republic and the class struggle. However, I have never 
heard Podemos use the language of class struggle and have 
never even heard them pronounce the word Republic! No 
Podemos deputy has pronounced the word Republic in the 
Assembly. Myself, an independantist, I am the only one to 
pronounce it! 

The Socialist Party having no more credibility, the same 
thing is happening as everywhere else – in the United 
States, in France, In Europe, etc. It’s not so much that the 
right is winning, but rather that the left is losing. In a way, 
the votes for Rajoy, or the votes for Trump, are those that 
they’ve always had. They only win because abstention 
is growing. The hope that remains is currently placed, in 
large part, in Podemos, but if this hope doesn’t materi-
alise itself, there’s nothing left. And this new party, which 
doesn’t yet have a defined theoretical or ideological basis, 
is also in full internal crisis, essentially placed on the mar-
keting power of their “new” language: vague, catchall, de-
liberately undefined. To speak of rights for all, rather than 
national sovereignty, is quite practical; everyone – men, 
women, retired people, etc. – has the right to think that it’s 
talking about their rights. If I speak of workers’ rights, I 
speak of something well defined. But if I say: hegemony 
from below, who are those on high and those below? For 
all these reasons, rather than say “podemos” (we can), I 
prefer to say “por ahora, veremos” (for the instant, we will 
see – translator’s note).

“Sunday 26 March, demonstrations against corruption 
took place in Moscow. In France, the media covered this 
event, notably the arrest of an “opponent” in the Russian 
capital. You must understand that these demonstrations are 
officially banned, but that they were called by the “oppo-
sition”. We published a tract that said “Corruption!” Thus, 
shouted the bourgeois opposition that called for the demon-
strations! The fact the Ousman had offered Medvedev a 
dacha valued at 4.5 Billion roubles does not correspond to 
the situation of the entire country. He is not alone, far from 
it (…). In concrete terms, it is not a question of corruption 
but rather of private property! Will they confiscate Med-
vedev’s property?! They, who are simply “brigands and 
thieves” (…). He and others live well, here and elsewhere 

Anton Vechkunin, member of the coordination of the ILC, member of the Workers’ Revolutionary Party

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 447, week of 6 to 12 April 2017)

Russia

in Russia. In reality, it is a question of taking back from 
these millionaires the wealth monopolised through privati-
sations! In effect, there will be no democratic rights within 
the framework of private property. Equality between the 
millionaire rich and poor workers isn’t realistic! Down 
with private property! Down with nationalisations! Live 
the power of the working people!”

In the recurrent conflicts that oppose workers and their em-
ployers for the payment of salaries, the forces of order are 
regularly the first to “invite themselves” to displace strik-
ing workers,” explains Anton, “while the employers, who 
solicit the courts, still lose money. The perspectives of the 
world conference notably fit into this framework.”
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Six months after the formation of the Youssef Chahed 
government, what assessment do you have of the eco-
nomic and political situation in your country?

The country is living a deep crisis on all levels, political, 
economic and social. Although the crisis has been some-
what attenuated concerning the security situation, the dan-
ger of terrorism remains ever present, especially after the 
discovery of homes housing arms and terrorist groups. 

On the social level, there is the congress of social move-
ments, bringing together tens of representatives of social 
mobilisations, some of which have lasted over a year. As 
for the political level, the government is built on the basis 
of a political coalition and lacks a project or a social and 
economic programme. This is why it has no unified policy.

Economically, the country is permanently living a situation 
of crisis that can totally paralyse the government, espe-
cially since the IMF demands the application of whatever 
structural adjustments it deems necessary, namely signifi-
cant cuts in the budgets of public institutions.

What we observe, as you say, is that the social mobili-
sations now continue unabatedly, notably the large mo-
bilisations initiated by primary and secondary school 
teachers and those of the healthcare sector, while the 
government offers no perspective of responding to the 
demands of teachers and the medical corps.

There is no solution, because the government has no solu-
tion to propose. As concerns the healthcare sector, the gov-
ernment carries the responsibility for the degradation of 
the working conditions of medical personnel, whether it’s 
the flagrant lack of care personnel or that of medical equip-
ment. It is obvious that the accidents that could result from 

Kacem Afaya, former assistant general secretary of the UGTT,

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 447, week of 6 to 12 April 2017)

Tunisia

“The decision to ally ourselves with NATO threatens the sovereignty of our country.”

this shortage serve to discredit the public hospital institu-
tion to further promote the private sector. As concerns the 
teaching sector, the government has turned a deaf ear for 
a year to the professional demands of teachers, precisely 
because the government has no ties with the demands of 
the teaching corps as a whole, and, also, because the gov-
ernment hasn’t helped it to propose solutions to emerge 
from the crisis.

You said that the situation of crisis results from the 
inability of the government to propose solutions able 
to emerge the country from the crisis. So, what is the 
solution?

The government must re-establish a little bit of credibili-
ty with the citizens. But when we find ourselves before a 
governmental team where each minister elaborates his pro-
grammes of action by guesswork and from day to day, the 
mobilisations then take the form of a direct counter-offen-
sive against the attacks led by such and such minister and 
not that of a response to a governmental policy. It’s easy to 
denounce the pillaging funds, the IMF and private banks, 
but the government turns to them because its policies are 
not founded on social justice and equity between citizens. 
You can’t tell workers that you can’t consent to a raise in 
salary or the improvement of working conditions at the 
same time as you hand out billions of dinars in the frame-
work of the general amnesty. You can’t make the working 
classes tolerate the crisis and not proceed to a fair fiscal 
adjustment. The standard of the fight against corruption is 
carried around as if corruption was a ghost to be fought.

This situation is largely responsible for the hopelessness 
that is pushing certain young people into the clutches of 
terrorist movements. Are the policies pursued by the 
government largely responsible for the rush of young 
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people toward terrorist groups?

Indeed, it is the principal factor responsible because treat-
ing the problem of terrorism can’t be done without going 
to the bottom of things, in other words, without taking an 
interest in social demands.

At the last congress of the UGTT, you presented a plat-
form that dots the i’s concerning the chaining of our 
country to imperialism and the grip of its political and 
financial institutions on the conduct of governmental 
policy. And you establish a direct link between the de-
velopment of terrorist actions and the policies pursued 
by the government. Your platform had a wide reso-
nance on this congress of the UGTT.

Today, since I wasn’t elected by this congress, I can only 
speak as a citizen concerned by the affairs of his country 
and its future. And the assessment of the impact of our plat-
form can only be made by the union leaders themselves, 
which will hinder the possibility for the majority of the 
working population to have access to healthcare and accel-
erate the putting into place of a two-tier medical system.

In effect, the security of our country is dependent that of 
its neighbours. But it also dependent on its own politics. 
Algeria, in our opinion, is quite attentive to what happens 
in Tunisia and the role played by Islamists, especially 
when we know that they have given substantial aid to the 
Islamist movement in Algeria, in a time when the political 
assassinations committed in Tunisia remain unpunished. 
As for our neighbour Libya, it has literally exploded un-
der the pressure of military operations led by imperialism 
and armed groups that swarm the country and have seen it 
break up into three entities.

But in the situation in which we are now living, what to 
think of the alliance concluded by Béji Caïd Essebi as 
a strategic ally of NATO? Isn’t it dangerous, when we 
know that the principal component of NATO, the Unit-
ed Stated, is coming to disintegrate all the countries of 
the Middle East and North Africa to recreate geopoliti-
cal entities in accordance with its designs?

First, we must not forget that it is the policy of military ag-
gression conducted by the NATO powers that is generating 
all the terrorist manoeuvres and that it instigated, armed 
and led the terrorist movement known as Daesh. As for the 
strategic choice made by Béji Caïd Esssebi to ally himself 
with NATO, it undermines the sovereignty of our country 

and must be tied the whole of the policy of aligning with 
the demands formulated by the political and financial in-
stitutions of imperialism. A policy of alignment that stems 
from the structural adjustment plan imposed by the IMF in 
1986, followed by the second plan put into place in 1995, 
then by the association agreement with the European Union 
in 1995 and now completed by the deepened and complete 
free trade agreement. All this, and since 1986, constitutes a 
single policy of submission to the programmes dictated by 
international financial capital.

The files on political assassinations, those of Chokri Be-
laïd, Mohamed Brahmi and Lotfi Nagdh, despite the 
very large mobilisation led by defence collectives, re-
main silent on those who ordered these criminal opera-
tions targeting labour and democratic militants.

We know quite well that the Islamist movement Ennahdha 
greatly helped the deployment of jihadist groups during the 
period when it led the government. The numerous declara-
tions made by Mohamed Ghannouchi to cover the training 
of jihadist groups with a white veil, pretending that it was 
nothing but sports training, the movements in full impunity 
of armed groups in the forest of Chaâmbi and the multipli-
cation of illegal construction of places of worship where 
arms have been stocked, clearly indicate that the Ennahdha 
movement bears the primary responsibility for these crim-
inal operations. It is clear that, the day after the revolution, 
they had to silence the voices raised to open the path to 
rupture with the former regime and its Islamist allies.

You are a signatory of the call of the ILC and you will 
participate in the open world conference, to be held 
in October 2017 in Algiers. What does this conference 
represent for you?

The call of the ILC against war and the exploitation of peo-
ples is an excellent support for us to intensify the mobilisa-
tion against the threats that weigh on our country. War is at 
our frontiers and we must unite our efforts with our North 
African brothers to confront the manifest will to install 
terrorist cells in our country to facilitate its disintegration. 
But war is also being waged against the rights of the people 
to a decent and dignified life, while the reform plans dic-
tated by the European Union and the IMF are multiplying 
to impose the liquidation of all the gains concretised the 
day after Independence and to remove all the obstacles to a 
“profound and complete”, as the title of Aleca says, priva-
tisation of all the sectors of the Tunisian economy.
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What is the current situation in South Africa?

The current situation in South Africa is becoming increas-
ingly unstable, day by day, firstly because of the internal 
wars in the party in power, the ANC, which finds itself in 
opposition to its own president, Zuma. However, up till 
now, the ANC had given an image of unity, while Zuma led 
not only his own cabinet, but also the ANC itself, his own 
political organisation.

Today, the historic partnership that had always been con-
sidered as a strong alliance between the ANC and the Co-
satu is itself weakened, the Cosatu entering into opposi-
tion to the ANC. And this also has consequences for the 
big South African companies, such as air transportation 
or electricity, where these services now literally need to 
be saved because those placed at their heads are incapable 
of economically stabilising these companies. And this is 
because the government has shown itself incapable of hav-
ing the Black majority benefit from what existed in South 
Africa.

Twenty-five years after the freeing of Mandela in 1995, 
and thus the rise to power of the ANC, of the ANC govern-
ment, the Black majority remains without land. The Black 
majority still remains confronted with housing problems, 
there are not enough construction sites to satisfy the needs 
of the Black majority. The government continues to submit 
to Parliament and pass laws which all specify that there 
will be no expropriation without compensation. And Zuma 
doesn’t stop explaining that the question of expropriation 
must indeed be posed, but not without compensation. This 
is for the peanut gallery. Zuma even pretends that he didn’t 
participate in the compromise with Codesa, which is false: 

Lybon Mabasa, president of the Socialist Party of Azania (Sopa),  
member of the international coordination of the ILC

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 448, week of 13 to 19 April 2017)

South Africa – Azania

he was a part of it, and it’s a compromise that has led to 
the current situation of poverty and lack of rights for the 
Black majority.

Direct attacks are now taking place against social services. 
Last month, for example, retirement pensions threatened 
to not be paid, because the minister in charge of the pay-
ment of these pensions wasn’t up to doing it, although she 
is quite close to Zuma. All this because the Putin-Zuma 
agreement on the construction of a nuclear power plant in 
South Africa will cost a trillion rands, or a hundred bil-
lion dollars. Despite the opposition of the majority of the 
population, including his in own cabinet, to this nuclear 
plant project, Zuma persists, even sacrificing the people’s 
need for education, agrarian reform and social services. 
Two days ago, Zuma fired his Finance Minister, despite 
the requests by the Vice President of South Africa, the gen-
eral secretary of the ANC and the president of the ANC in 
Parliament to give up the idea of dismissing this minister. 
Zuma did it, and everyone considers that he got rid of him 
to take the reins of the finances of South Africa, notably 
mineral resources. Following the dismissal of the Finance 
Minister, the press made declarations explaining that at 
midnight, Friday morning, Zuma was no longer president 
and that at five past midnight, he became the dictator of 
South Africa.

Everyone is persuaded that Zuma therefore decided to ex-
ercise power individually and be the sole decider of orien-
tations. Hamed Kathrada, a comrade of Nelson Mandela 
who died recently, as well as his partner, Barbara Hogan, 
who was herself long imprisoned during the apartheid re-
gime, are two historic leaders of the ANC. They publicly 
declared that Zuma had become completely insane. Fur-
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thermore, at the funeral of Hamed Kathrada, his family re-
fused to let Zuma attend.

Despite everything, the mobilisations by the Black ma-
jority to win the rights denied it continue. The number of 
mobilisation on the questions of agrarian reform, housing, 
education and, generally speaking, for better living condi-
tions throughout the country confirm it. The labour move-
ment is in the process of recomposing, restructuring itself 
anew, notably by freeing itself from the supervision for-
merly exercised on the unions by the party in power.

How is the creation of the new independent union con-
federation coming?

This process of creating a new union centre began when 
the large union of the Numsa was excluded from the Co-
satu. At the time, the Numsa was the largest union in the 
Cosatu, and when the Cosatu excluded the Numsa, the lat-
ter received the support of nine important Cosatu unions. 
When the Cosatu then excluded its general secretary, Vavi, 
he launched, along with Numsa the perspective of a new 
union confederation. He declared from the start that this 
new union centre would not be part of the partnership be-
tween the government and the Cosatu and that it would 
be independent from both big capital and the government. 
They then addressed themselves to numerous unions, some 
which were members of the Cosatu, others which were 
members of independent federations, still other unions that 

weren’t in any confederation or national federation, and 
their efforts were crowned with success because, now, the 
official launch date of the new union confederation is set 
for this 21 April.

Already, 19 important unions have decided to constitute the 
new union confederation. Among them are found the very 
large food industry union, the Fawu, which has 150,000 
members. From now till 21 April, there could be 25 unions. 
This process of creating an independent union confedera-
tion has effectively turned the Cosatu into an empty shell. 
And the government which has, until now, always relied 
on the Cosatu, including for organising its own electoral 
campaigns, now suffers.

We have been able to meet a certain number of the unions 
that will make up this new confederation. We have had 
long discussions with these unions, we have been able to 
share our points of view, notably on the fact that the fight 
on the agenda is the improvement of the living conditions 
of the Black majority, and notably the defence of the rights 
and demands of the working class. We discussed at length 
that the fundamental error made at the creation of the Co-
satu had been, exactly, its intrinsic tie to the ANC and the 
government, at the numerous meetings where these unions 
invited us to speak. I think that this process of creating a 
new independent union confederation is perhaps the major 
event since the turning point of 1994.
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“The Catalan question, in Spain, is currently one of the 
most fundamental questions. The situation is confusing 
and complicated, and it is difficult to tell correctly what 
is happening, but the constant is that the Catalan people 
have demonstrated for their right to decide for seven years. 
Today, 80% of the population are for a referendum, what 
we call “the right to decide”, in other words, self-determi-
nation. No later than 29 March, something unheard of hap-
pened in the Congress of Deputies of Madrid. For the first 
time, a deputy got expelled from the chamber, by judicial 
order, because he had provided the ballot boxes permitting 
the plebiscite concerning the independence of Catalonia 
(1). However, this plebiscite was not executive, it was – as 
its name suggests – only a plebiscite.

We are in favour of the struggle and of the alliance of 
workers and peoples, and we know that not far from here, 
in Catalonia, there is at this moment a peaceful and dem-
ocratic fight by the Catalan people for their right to vote 
and exercise their self-determination. But these are things 
completely unknown beyond the Pyrenees. Therefore, I 
am speaking of it to you with all the more force. I’ve al-
ready said it on other occasions, but I repeat, there are now 
more than four hundred independantist militants in Spain 
hit with judicial procedures. These are serious matters 
which, in my opinion, will lead to others just as serious in 
coming months. We fear, in effect, that the repression will 
intensify. In this situation, the solidarity of peoples – first-
ly, those of Spain, and of all the peoples of the world – is 
fundamental.

Jordi Salvador Duch, deputy of the Republican Left of Tarragona to the Cortès,

Member of the international coordination of the ILC

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 448, week of 13 to 19 April 2017)

Spain

As a deputy in the Congress of Madrid in the name of an 
independantist party, I am also for the struggle of all the 
peoples and of the working class for their emancipation. 
That the grand bourgeoisie fills a theatre is one thing, but 
when millions of people demonstrate ceaselessly, it’s that 
there is something else. My own mother, at over 75 years 
old, was a cashier at Carrefour her whole life. Protesting 
isn’t her thing, but she is now in the street!

It must be understood that what is at stake is the opening of 
a process creating a new Constitution, with elections and 
a democratic debate that lays everything on the table: the 
right to self-determination, secularism, the Republic, etc. 
And in this situation, who are the interlocutors? The re-
gime? The Popular Party? The question of the right of the 
Catalan people to decide its own fate is a challenge to all 
the political forces now in power on the national level, on 
the local level, with an absolute majority or not, including 
those supposedly of the left…”

_________________

(1) Francesc Homs, deputy to the Cortès and spokesman for the Cat-
alan formation Pdecat, was condemned, last 29 March, to ineligibility 
for three months and to give up his seat as deputy by judicial order for 
having participated in the organisation of the plebiscite of 9 November 
2014, during which two questions were posed: do you want Catalonia 
to be a state? And if so, do you want this state to be independent? 80.7% 
percent of voters responded yes to these two questions, and over 2.3 
million people participated in this consultation, which the Spanish gov-
ernment had forbidden.
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A.M.: All those who fight for the defence of the rights of 
workers and the youth, the independence of labour organ-
isations, for democratic rights and freedoms, for the sov-
ereignty of peoples and nations, have their place. We will 
continue to accumulate signatures and prepare the delega-
tion of Niger to this conference that will take place in Al-
giers, 5 to 8 October. The core has been put into place, and 
we will be able to engage in the fight for Niger to be able 
to go to this conference with contributions.

M.G.: The insecurity was created for the sole motive that 
we are a uranium producing country. Two out of three 
lightbulbs in France are lit with current supplied by Ni-
gerien uranium. Instead of jealously guarding of our sov-
ereignty and investing in the mining of this rare mineral, 
the Nigerien state hasn’t invested in fifteen years. The in-
security was fabricated in Mali. Armed groups infiltrated 
Niger to destabilise it. From 2007 to 2012, a hundred fifty 
mining permits were granted to over forty companies. Not 
one exploratory company works in the North. Insecurity 
was imported to Niger. In twenty years, the demand will 
be higher than for gold. All the powers will turn to uranium 
because it’s the only sure source of energy. The price of the 
uranium in Canada and Kazakhstan is higher. It’s because 
there is a stranglehold on our production of Nigerien ura-

Roundtable of the ILC in Niamey

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 449, week of 20 to 26 April 2017)
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nium by Areva, by France, which holds over 85% of its as-
sets. Areva equals France. There are no African countries, 
although we Nigeriens should be shareholders!

A.D.: A journalist has said that each time someone wants 
to start a war, they first create a media-lie. And behind it 
hide the true reasons for the war. When the United States 
wanted to attack Vietnam, they said that the Vietnamese 
had attacked one of their ships. They destroyed Vietnam. 
When the United States and their allies wanted to take 
Iraq’s oil, they said that Saddam Hussein was holding 
weapons of mass destruction. They destroyed Iraq. When 
they wanted to attack Libya, they said that Gadhafi was 
dropping bombs on civilian populations in Benghazi. They 
created the Libyan chaos. Today, since they want to come 
into the Sahara to take the gold, the oil and the uranium, 
they have created the situation in Mali. These wars have 
caused thousands of deaths in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, 
Libya. In Mali, as well as in Niger. The war is being trans-
ferred to Niger, and, sadly, to all the states of the Sahara. 
The great warrior chiefs, the great pyromaniacs, who have 
created these wars, Bush, Sarkozy, Hollande, Obama, are 
prancing around in impunity throughout the world. I think 
that, in Niger and elsewhere in Africa, we must open our 
eyes to take our destiny in hand, to go in the direction of 

We here publish a summary, prepared by Informations ouvrières, of the debates lasting nearly two hours at the 
preparatory roundtable for the Algiers conference which was held in Niamey (Niger).

The country is suffering the dire consequences of imperialist pillage. The social situation is disastrous: students 
descended in the streets to demand the payment of grants, 10 April. The police fired on them: 1 dead, 88 wound-
ed, 313 arrested. A national march was called by numerous organisations, 19 April. Teachers will again go on 
strike for three days, from 19 to 21, for the payment of back pay and the abandoning of evaluation.

The city of Niamey today lacks water, the inhabitants suffer from thirst: the waterworks were privatised by the 
French multinational Vivendi. The country is subjected to ever worsening attacks from “jihadist rebels” coming 
from Mali, with no reaction from the French and American armed forces based in Niger. A “Uranium-gate” 
shakes the country, implicating Areva, the Nigerien state and Russian and Lebanese corporations: a same stock 
of uranium was sold four times, with profits and probable kickbacks. It was in this context that the militants 
discussed the Algiers conference.



26

the objectives of the open conference against war.  One of 
the objectives is to guarantee a better future, because we 
are in an uncertain world. We must absolutely know where 
we are going to create together the conditions to look to 
the future. 

S.I.: When we see our colonisers protect nature and animals 
while they are killing people, I find it hypocritical. In Ni-
ger, we have never known the insecurity that we now know 
since the installation of these bases. These bases came to 
secure us, and we fell into war. Beyond the bases, if we 
take Areva, which seeks to deprive us of our rights, which 
doesn’t care about Niger, we are surprised and shocked. 
When you take a kilo of gold, a kilo of uranium, it’s Areva 
who decides without our consent, without anything. As for 
Mali, how can France dare to say that in Kidal, the Malians 
can’t go because there is a war? But what war is it? Leaving 
is the only way to ask forgiveness of Africans! When you 
see the franc CFA, it’s their franc, we are Nigeriens, it’s the 
franc of the French colony, but we are no longer a colony. 
Today, we are the Republic of Niger. Give us the right to 
make our Nigerien money. When we didn’t produce oil, it 
was brought in from Nigeria or Venezuela and we payed 
450 francs. Today, we produce our own oil and pay 600 
francs.  With Libya, we had low-cost pastas, less expensive 
than France can make. Now, war is being spread. I would 
like to thank you for the way you have implemented an 
approach allowing to exchange on the international level. 
We here have a sampling of union structures. If your struc-
tures could share these questions with a certain number of 
African countries, it would let us move mountains.

E.-S. A.: Do you know the equation “M-8=4”? Do you 
know what it is? We borrow the debt one time, we pay it 
eight times, and there remains four times to be paid! That’s 
the problem. We are told: Bolloré will come to save our 
country. In connivance with his local lackeys, he has set 
up a train, or at least said that the train was coming, but 
we haven’t heard the whistle of a single car. The country 
has been taken hostage. Bolloré will control transportation. 
Until proved otherwise, Bolloré will first take a peek at 
all that comes from Europe before it passes to customs.  
Today, France has local lackeys here in Niger. If they are 
told to turn right, they turn right. If they are told to spend 
50 francs on the country, they won’t spend 75, or at their 
own peril. Today, it’s an occasion to place a particular ac-
cent with this conference that will allow us to save what 
must be, because our country is currently on the embers. 
Take today’s education system. The government signed 
agreements with the unions; the next day, it called them 
into question. Intentionally. Today, how many conventions 
have been signed to be filed away, intentionally? We say 
that they have been there for ten years, and we are told that 
they will be evaluated. Who will evaluate what? It’s not 
possible!

A.-G. D.: We will go to the Algiers conference to say the 
true realities. War and exploitation are more than arms, 
blows and bombs being dropped on us. Colonisation, the 
drawing up of countries by square and ruler, was the first 

war against Africa. People speak of immigration. If they 
come to our country, it’s cooperation, if we come to theirs, 
it’s immigration. If they come to us to negotiate something, 
they corrupt us and say that it’s lobbying. With drones and 
bombers bought for billions and parked here, we are at-
tacked 5 kilometres away, and the enemy is invisible. 
Immigration: an African president, in the last country on 
earth, this president is the first to sign (1), “no, my children 
won’t travel.” He tramples our brothers over there in Eu-
rope, there for fifteen or twenty years, and who are on the 
eve of signing for citizenship. They are told, “sorry, listen, 
it’s over, your president has signed, we can no longer give 
you Belgian citizenship, we can no longer give you Ger-
man citizenship.”

H.N.: Currently, we are evolving into an African revolu-
tionary movement. Today, Africa is dominated by preda-
tors, the imperialist powers. This fits perfectly with this 
meeting that the Synafen, in agreement with the ILC, is 
organising. We have a common enemy, as Sankara (2) 
said: the popular masses in Europe are not opposed to the 
popular masses in Africa. We have the same economic ex-
ploiters to fight. A show was put on to say: “you have an in-
dependence.” It was in this way that the secret cooperation 
agreements were elaborated. On the first level, the franc 
CFA was imposed on us, the franc of the French Colonies 
of Africa. Until now, we are colonies. There is the question 
of the multinationals. Areva struts about like a state within 
a state. It hasn’t built a seat here. But with the franc CFA, 
it is guaranteed free transferability, the right to repatriate 
capital and profit, to take no interest in the country it is 
exploiting. The exchange rates are fixed. A euro is worth 
655.957 F CFA. Then comes the operations account. For 
forty-five years, our reserves are to be found in France. 
Over 500 billion dollars. We are told the story that we are a 
poor country, deep in debt. But these heavily indebted poor 
countries (HIPC) are making France richer. We have taken 
up the fight for monetary independence. The question of 
the franc CFA is the central question that will strengthen 
any independence. I return to the military bases. The ter-
rorists have just struck, and no one saw them all the way 
to their return to their rear base. But their rear base is in 
Kidal, everyone knows it. And who holds Kidal? France, 
who even forbids the Malian military to set foot there. I 
come to the ILC. We consider that it will be an alliance of 
peoples, and not of corrupt elites in the pay of imperialism, 
which will allow us to fight effectively for the radiant fu-
ture of a dignified world. Our work today consists in decol-
onising mentalities, leading a fight of liberation to be rid of 
France’s stranglehold.

_________________

(1) Agreement of “externalisation of the frontiers” of the Euro-
pean Union signed with the Nigerien government: he committed 
himself to blocking the refugees passing through Niger, with the 
EU financing the costs.

(2) Thomas Sankara: president of the National Revolutionary 
Council of Haute-Volta from 1983 to 1987, assassinated and re-
placed by Blaise Compaoré, henchman of French imperialism.
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“Since 2011 and under the PSD/CDS government, at the 
beck and call of the foreign troika, the Portuguese people 
and, in particular, the working classes, the youth and re-
tired people, have lived a dire situation, even worse than 
the terrible economic and financial crisis that was already 
being felt across Europe. Numerous social rights were lost 
or seriously reduced, the social state was deeply affected.

With the legislative elections of 2015, the political con-
text changed significantly in Portugal. The Socialist Party 
– exposed to the risk of “pasokis-ing”, to disappear like 
its homolog in Greece – was obliged to accept diverse 
propositions from other parties of the parliamentary left, 
such as the Left Bloc (BE) and the PCP, thus forming a 
new government, based on a new parliamentary majority 
on the left. In this way, the right parties were routed and 
distanced from the government, and a new political cycle 
began. The impoverishment of the country was stopped, 
austerity was reduced, the privatisations were stopped, and 
numerous measures of the right government and the troika 
were repealed. There was a certain détente in the political 
situation, but it wasn’t enough. The PS government has not 
yet implemented – or has delayed in doing so – a number 
of measures promised to the parties on its left. Likewise, 
we expected that the government would go much further in 
restoring the rights of workers, which isn’t happening. Of 
course, the PS hasn’t changed its nature, and a significant 
pressure from the people will be needed for the current 
government to take effective measures in favour of those 
who work.

On the other side, the government continues to obey the 
diktats of the European Union, in particular, by refusing 
to put an end to short-term contracts, by not touching the 
disastrous PPPs (Public-Private Partnerships), by continu-
ing to save private banks and not restructuring the public 
debt – just the interest from the debt drains 8 billion euros 
yearly from the country’s budget, which is becoming un-
bearable.

Only a strong and determined struggle by the working 

João Vasconcelos, deputy of the Left Bloc (BE) in the Portuguese Republican Assembly. 

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 450, week of 27 April to 3 May 2017)
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“The people must rise up, urgently, against war”

masses, by their unions and social movements, can put an 
end to the diktats of the EU and oblige the government 
to initiate policies truly of the left. This will constitute a 
fundamental step forward for the construction of a pow-
erful social movement of a socialist nature that would be 
an alternative to the capitalist ultra-liberal austerity model. 

In the very dangerous times in which we live, the hold-
ing of the 9th Open World Conference against war and ex-
ploitation in Algiers next October is of burning pertinence. 
Imperialism and its puppets lose no opportunity to attack 
the peoples, with the goal of intensifying their exploitation 
and their empire. For this, they use the noose of financial 
crises, famine, economic disorganisation, racial violence 
and right-wing extremism. It is they who foment terrorism, 
who feed it through arms trafficking and their support for 
the regimes of criminal dictators. And they resort to devas-
tating and criminal invasions to subdue all the peoples who 
rise up against tyranny or who simply disagree with their 
diktats. The threat of a new world war could soon become 
a reality. Terrible regional wars have devastated nations 
and peoples, under the false pretext of fighting terrorism or 
eliminating dictators.

Whole countries and regions have been and continue to be 
destroyed – Iraq, Libya, Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, Mali, 
Palestine and many others. Trump wants to further the war 
and has already begun attacking Syria and Afghanistan, 
and he is preparing to do the same in North Korea. It is 
thus that a new world war is being prepared which, this 
time, could be nuclear and have catastrophic consequences 
for all humanity. The First World War caused 10 million 
deaths, the Second, 60 million, and a third could take on a 
dimension much more terrible for the Earth and its inhab-
itants.

The peoples of Europe and the entire world must rise up 
and mobilise in all urgency against wars, exploitation and 
the spectre of a third world war which, if it happens, would 
put the survival of humanity itself in peril. Thus, the im-
portance of the conference in Algiers.”
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“There is currently a unique situation in the European area: 
the Socialist Party (PS), which hasn’t suffered the same 
electoral disaster in Portugal as in other European coun-
tries, but which also hasn’t seen any growth in the elec-
toral field, inversing an old practice from forty year ago, 
has formed a minority government by negotiating with left 
parties (Communist Party, Left Bloc and Greens) for their 
parliamentary support. 

This solution worked and has permitted to attenuate the 
austerity measures imposed by the preceding (right) gov-
ernment. A slight increase in the revenue of the popular 
classes (especially the petit bourgeoisie), improvements on 
unemployment and a slight increase in work posts have 
created a feeling of relief, increased by positive numbers 
on the budget deficit. Without underestimating these im-
provements, it must be underlined, however, that nothing 
essential has been modified. The Portuguese economy 
continues to be subjected to the diktats of the “markets”, 
the debt (public and private, the latter being the majority) 
remains at an unsustainable level, and the annual interest 
on the debt (nearly eight billion in 2016) compromises the 
whole strategy of rapid and sustainable growth; the coun-
try continues to faithfully comply with the requirements of 
Brussels, the PEC (1) in particular. This total submission 
of the PS government to the diktats of the European Union 
is, furthermore, one of the principal divergences between 
the PS and the parties that have given it their parliamentary 
support. 

The other side of this difficult situation is a brutal banking 
crisis, which has resulted in the bankruptcy of a large bank 
(the bank Espírito Santo) and of three smaller banks, with 
dire consequences for taxpayers, at the same time as the 
outflow of capital to “off-shore” companies has grown, as 
well as tax evasion.

António Avelãs, leader of the teachers’ union of greater Lisbon
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Under pressure from Brussels, but also because of its own 
internal orientation, the PS government continues to opt 
for “resolutions” and bank privatisations, instead of taking 
advantage of the situation to create a strong nationalised 
banking sector. Despite the support from the left parties 
for this PS government, the policies continue to be clearly 
capitalist and capitulating to the Brussels bureaucracy. The 
union movement, weakened by the austerity measures im-
posed by Brussels and the right, limited due to profound-
ly anti-worker changes in labour laws, is orienting itself 
toward attitudes of resistance and the defence of rights, 
without the strategic ability to force new advances, without 
calling into question of the capitalism in place.

The collaboration of the Communist Party and the Left 
Bloc with the current government, whose positive re-
sults were evoked above, and which the population and 
the workers in particular see in a favourable light, has had 
the result that socialist demands, and even speaking of a 
non-capitalist solution, have been caught short of breath. It 
is in this context that the international assemblies of work-
ers, such as that of Algiers, take on an importance. In a 
particularly unstable and dangerous world situation, it is 
urgent to redefine and rethink strategies able to accentuate 
the current crisis of capitalism and relaunch the idea of a 
socialism, not submitted to absurd state bureaucracies, but 
rather clearly popular, able to put enormous technical and 
scientific advances at the service of a humanised economy, 
able to preserve the climate of the planet, able to make the 
right to leisure and pleasure possible. All in all, an econ-
omy that honours work and workers. I would like for the 
Algiers meeting to be a step, among the numerous steps 
that must be taken, toward the construction of a society 
where the rationality of the pursuit of the happiness of all 
reigns. A socialist society!”
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What agreement did you come to on the 9th Open World 
Conference?

It’s good for the launch meeting (1), and we can even send 
two delegates. We must read attentively before signing, 
but, if we sign, it will be in an official capacity. It would be 
possible to speak for the “healthcare sector” at the central 
meeting-debate of the campaign.

Could you briefly introduce your establishment and 
your CGSP delegation?

The AISH includes the hospital Bois-de-l’Abbaye in Se-
raing (a large local hospital), the clinic and polyclinic in 
Waremme, the polyclinic in Flémalle and rest homes in the 
different affiliated communes. As for the CGSP, we fluctu-
ate between 950 and 1,000 affiliated members and have 13 
delegates (out of 1,600 total employees). The Christian and 
liberal unions are also represented.

Your sector has participated, along with other non-com-
mercial sectors, in the last two notable national union 
demonstrations in Belgium, in October 2016, then in 
March 2017. What were your principal grievances 
against the plans of the federal government and the 
Minister of Health?

Our hospital financing (in the envelope called BMF) comes 
from the federal level, but is distributed by region. It is a 
chronically insufficient (even before the last budget cuts 
and not only because of non-payment, which is a growing 
problem). Seraing and other bordering communes affili-
ated with the AISH must make up the shortfall (not only 
for investments, but also for the current budget and pay-
roll). The principal measure directly prejudicial for person-
nel was the drastic cut in recuperation days: nurses had 
been the principal beneficiaries; furthermore, other agents 
working night and weekend shifts had the right to a lesser 
extent. Some lost twelve days or more of recuperation per 
year. 

Restrictions in healthcare: what is the role of the Eu-
ropean budgetary yoke and that of drastic austerity on 
the part of the federal government?

We are constantly given the European Union as an excuse. 
The EU has a good back. For me, in fact, the governments 
are leading the policy they chose, because the European 
Union has great difficulty imposing anything. During the 
forty years that Great Britain was in the Union, it constant-
ly obtained the arrangements or exemptions it demanded.

After the annulation of national strikes and inter-pro-

Marcelle Dony and Vincent Dhoore, delegation CGSP AISH,

Intercommunal association of care and hospitalisation

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 450, week of 27 April to 3 May 2017)
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fessional actions announced by the FGBT, principally 
your national demonstrations of the non-commercial 
sector remained. The general strikes to the finish voted 
by the Walloon CGSP came up short. How can the co-
herence for action be restored?

First, a few precisions on the hospital sector. We are ob-
viously subjected to minimum service; a strike, for us, 
means meetings and postponements, and a large part of the 
agents must nonetheless be at work. The necessary notice 
is three weeks in advance (then allowing the maximum of 
members to demonstrate). Pickets at the hospital entrance? 
As little as possible: it causes too much tension between 
agents. A particular difficulty: we no longer have but a few 
doctors who are public service agents; the great majority 
are liberal professionals who pay the hospital a sort of en-
try fee.

Despite these complications and discouragements, when 
decisions are made, we always succeed rather well in mo-
bilising the members. As long as it’s correctly organised 
from the start. Example: the concentration of militants in 
Chaudfontaine in June 2016. We were warned forty-eight 
hours in advance! It was impossible for us to be numer-
ous in these conditions. We waited, the commune union 
delegations or organisations that had then been on strike 
for several days were furious… Multiple small actions? 
The best is however to concentrate things on a strike day, 
without staying in one’s corner picketing, but where one 
also demonstrates. On the difficulty of mobilising with 
the Flemish nationally, we nonetheless see that in health-
care, the Flemish, who are in majority in structures tied 
to Christian mutual insurance schemes and coming from 
the private sector, nevertheless mobilised quite well for the 
national demonstrations. Now, we are too divided between 
regions, although bilingual events work well. Is the FGTB 
losing its political voice? Attention, there is a sharp drop in 
the PS and a strong surge in the PTB, which will surpass it. 
On the rise of the PTB: certain people have full confidence 
in the PTB, while others will vote for the PTB to punish 
the PS and bring it back toward the left, while for others, 
voting PS is “no longer possible”: they will vote PTB with-
out really believing in it. A difficulty for the PTB is that its 
communistic super-egalitarian discourse (which could be 
understood as saying that it is indecent to gain over 2,000 
euros net per month) puts off workers and unionist who 
nevertheless gain more.

_______________

(1) Presentation in Belgium of the OWC, 27 April.
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Could you give us a quick glimpse into the situation of 
the working class in Lebanon?

The Lebanese people in general, and the working class in 
particular, are living an economic and social situation that 
is continually degrading, which will eventually lead to an 
explosion in the absence of a programme and real control to 
stop corruption at all levels. Unemployment is widespread, 
particularly among young university graduates new to the 
labour market. The majority of the people endure the diffi-
culties of a cost of living that does not stop increasing, not 
to forget the high rents resulting from freedom of contract 
and a new regulation even worse than previous one, which 
is largely denounced. The majority of the people also en-
dure the very high prices of fuel, transportation, electricity, 
water and medical care, due to the non-application of reg-
ulations concerning existing public services.

Precisely what are the demands for which you are 
demonstrating?

We are mobilised for many demands, of which the most 
important are:

• The salary scale of teachers and public servants. We have 
not stopped demanding adjustments. Recently, a decree 
was published, but it only responded to 10% of the de-
mands;

• Pay: it is imperative that the minimum pay be in line 
with the vital needs of a dignified life and that a mobile 
salary scale be established in conformity with the indi-
cations of the commission of observation of the cost of 
living, which remains a central demand of the Lebanese 
union movement;

• (…) the gap has widened between the level of salaries and 
the cost of living. In effect, the purchasing power of most 
people has dropped by nearly 75% due to economic and 
financial policies that have crossed out the compensation 
of staple commodities such as flour and fuel, the increase 
in direct and indirect taxes, as well as new taxes, such as 
that value added tax that heavily handicaps low income 
people. Today, 74% of fiscal income comes from indirect 

Castro Abdallah, president of the National Federation of Worker and Employee Unions in Lebanon – Fenasol
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taxes which are easily levied on salaries that have been 
frozen for many years. We are also mobilised to defend 
the national social security fund. This fund has seen a 
dire crisis that threatens the principal gains that were re-
alised by the hard struggle of the working class and this 
undermines the two pillars that are the foundation of the 
Social Security system: social solidarity and the balance 
between revenue and expenditure. The policies followed 
have contributes to deepening the crisis of the fund by 
lowering the reimbursement of healthcare, maternity and 
child benefits by 50%, while simultaneously ending the 
principle of the relationship between minimum pay and 
social reimbursement, this by 75%, all while continuing 
to defer the subvention of the fund by 25%, and refrain-
ing from paying in the contributions of state employees, 
which has led to the accumulation of a debt that exceeds 
trillions of pounds (…). There are also employers who 
do not pay in the obligatory contributions, as well as the 
corruption that gangrenes the fund and the total absence 
of transparency (…).

We demand:

• The total refusal of any attempt to privatise Social Secu-
rity and its services;

• The payment by the state of the debts accumulated by the 
non-payment of the contributions by its employees;

• The engagement of the state to pay its contribution to the 
budget of the fund at a level of 25%;

• To require employers to pay the back contributions of 
their employees and to declare the real salaries paid;

• The payment of child benefits (…).

We also demand indispensable reforms to the Labour Code, 
on the basis of the project submitted at this moment in the 
Parliament, the respect of international conventions con-
cerning union freedom as well as the respect of the right 
of state employees to organise in unions. We demand the 
application of convention 87 and the signing of conven-
tion 189 concerning household employees, as well as the 
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convention recognising their right to salary negotiation. 
The preceding government had submitted this convention 
to Parliament after adding certain modifications, and this 
after the complaint filed by the National Federation of 
Unions before the OIT in 2012.

We reject the new law on rents. Our Federation has taken 
up the defence of former renters. Since 2014, we have led 
a campaign to demand the repeal of the new law on rents. 
Sadly, the law was adopted around two weeks ago, but we 
won’t sit idly by, we will confront the government on this 
subject. Because of this law, thousands of families could 
be displaced, the majority of whom are elderly and re-
tired people. We therefore demand the adoption of a social 
housing law. We are now leading a series of movements in 
the capital and regions. We confront the government be-
cause the right to housing is a sacred right written into the 
Declaration of Human Rights. The state must be required 
to guarantee this right.

We declare ourselves for the refusal of all forms of priva-
tisation, which disintegrate the national economy, and the 
necessity to protect agricultural and industrial production. 
We also refuse informal contracts as a solution to the crisis 
in vital sectors (water and electricity). Tax levies must be 
activated and those responsible must be asked to report on 
them; but a policy of dams, powerplants and gas produc-
tion must also be developed to provide energy (…).

What are your activities on the union level?

The union federation has worked to found a national social 
workers’ union. The first sector of it was that of immigrant 
workers (founding congress, 25 January 2015). We are 
now working, in collaboration with the Lebanese Secours 
Populaire, to develop a project aimed at the creation of 
a space of dialog between Lebanese workers and Syrian 
immigrant workers, to lower the inter-ethnic tensions that 
have come up following the firing of Lebanese workers 
replaced by Syrian workers. The second aim is that of in-
forming the workers of their rights.

What are the obstacles on your path?

As a democratic and secular union, the Federation is tar-
geted by the media, which tries to discredit our activity 
and our movements. We also suffer from a drop in mem-
bership because of the crisis in the General Union of Leb-
anese Workers (of which we are no longer part), but also 
the repercussions of the economic crisis and the emigration 
of a significant number of unionists. We have urgent need 
of replenishing and retraining our union officers. Which is 
not yet within our financial means.

What is the role of women in the national Federation?

We accord a capital importance to the role of women, as 
witnessed in their presence as 25% of the executive bu-
reau, of which 20% are immigrant workers. We have alli-
ances with the Lebanese League of Women’s Rights, the 
association “Wardé Boutros” and a number of committees 
of women with demands for gender equality.

What do you think of the call of the ILC and the open 
world conference of Algiers?

We share the call of the ILC convening the OWC of Al-
giers. This call gives a clear vision of what is happening 
in the region, and particularly the imperialist offensive, the 
IMF policy and the stranglehold on the wealth of the peo-
ples. We also appreciate the position of this call concerning 
the Palestinian question. Freedom, like democracy, can’t 
be broken up. The great capitalist powers, and the Europe-
an powers in particular, have participated in the destruction 
of Libya. It is incontestable that Gadhafi was a dictator, 
but they have handed over the country to several dictator-
ships under the pretext of reinforcing democracy.  Libya 
has fallen hundreds of years backwards, not to mention the 
pillaging of its wealth. What has happened in Sudan is also 
quite serious. They share the water among themselves to 
the detriment of the people. And there’s also what is hap-
pening in Egypt and Iraq.

We support the holding of this conference, which will be a 
point of support for our fight for social justice and democ-
racy in the region and throughout the whole world.
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Could you describe the situation in your country, nota-
bly concerning teachers, but also the workers and gen-
eral population?

Betoloum: Chad is a vast country with an area of over 
1,284,000 square kilometres, with a population of barely 
11,000,000 inhabitants. The Chadian school system, mod-
elled on that of the former colonial power, is not adapted 
to the current requirements of the market and entrepreneur-
ship. As a consequence, it produces a lot of unemployed 
people.

The Chadian population, predominantly rural, has had 
many difficulties making a living since the fall of the price 
of cotton, the principal cash crop. The situation of the cot-
ton industry is even aggravated by the abusive nominations 
to the head of the company. The successive managing di-
rectors have either been militants from the party in power 
or members of the clan of the president of the Republic. 
Their sole concern is to get rich. So, they have thus proper-
ly pillaged the company Cotontchad, which has become a 
new Corporation, with a debt amounting to several billion 
francs CFA. Certain cotton growers haven’t been paid for 
two years.

The Chadian civil servants, obliged to take care of most of 
their rural relatives, are themselves trapped in a storm and 
the end of the tunnel is far from being perceived. Teach-
ers are particularly affected because they have no other 
resources than their salary, and then their compensation is 
cut in half without regard for the ever-increasing inflation 
in this country.

The Chadian population, outside the clan that has confis-
cated power for thirty years with the support of France, 
has stagnated in an indescribable destitution. A recurring 
conflict, called the rancher/farmer conflict, kept up by 
high-ranking military officers and certain local adminis-
trators, severely tests the natives. For one lost calf, they 
are heavily fined, even if their responsibility wasn’t estab-
lished. The farmers no longer know what saint to invoke. 
The case of the community schoolteachers whose subsi-
dies haven’t been paid for thirty months is extremely de-
plorable. They are, however, in elementary education, over 
half of the teaching personnel.

Why do you think Chad is in this state, when it possess-
es oil wealth?

Bolmbari: In the beginning, the economy of Chad was 
based in large part on agriculture, ranching and customs 
revenue. It was only in 2003 that Chad entered the tight 
circle of petroleum producers. The country quickly found 
itself with thousands of billions of francs in its hands. 
Overweening ambitions were just as soon set into motion: 
massive arms purchases; a dizzying rise in the lifestyle of 
the government; a plethora of members of government; a 
multiplication of administrative districts; military inter-
ventions here and there, and all this with unheard of cor-
ruption as a corollary.

Two members of the national executive bureau of the Teacher’s Union of Chad (SET)
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The customs service, handed over to individuals by nep-
otism, no longer brings money into the national treasury. 
For over five years, it only feeds an account opened in a 
local bank and put under the control of a parallel network, 
to the detriment of the public financial services. Despite 
the numerous alarm bells rung by the unions and the as-
sociations of civil society, nothing had any influence until 
the free fall of the price of oil on the international market.

Then came the financial catastrophe. Sadly, to curb the cri-
sis, the Chadian government only looked in the pockets of 
poor civil servants.

There was a long conflict on the salary question. What 
are the demands of the SET?

Betoloum: The conflict that began in September 2016 
hasn’t yet been definitively resolved, despite the signing 
of a few protocol agreements. The fundamental problems 
remain unchanged. Not only is pay irregular, but back pay 
is starting to add up. It’s the case of contractual higher edu-
cation workers who have six months of back pay and eight 
months of unpaid compensation. In the wake, it must be 
noted that the 1 May festival was boycotted by certain re-
gional union platforms, not to mention retired people, who 
had a day of mourning because they receive only one cou-
pon out of four. 

At the origin of this situation of decay, the government, 
in a unilateral manner, reduced the compensation of civil 
servants by half, froze the financial effects of promotion, 
eliminated student grants and had a freedom-destroying 
law adopted for the management of strikes. This provoked 
an uproar within the ranks of the unions and their centres. 
The SET was thus involved in the observation of a long 
strike that nearly compromised the school year in course. 
We have, in effect, demanded the reestablishment of our 
compensation; the repeal of law 032 relative to the man-
agement of strikes; the payment of exam bonuses for the 
year 2015-2016; the regular payment of salaries, etc.

It must be noted that, outside the fall in the price of oil, 
the civil servants accuse the government of mismanage-
ment and find it unjust that they are forced to pay the con-
sequences in its place. The government has gotten a law 
passed restraining the right to strike, all while pretending 
that it isn’t attacking the rights of workers.

What is your analysis?

Bolmbad: If the government of Chad wants to hide the 
sun with its hand, so be it. All we know is that this famous 
law contradicts convention 87 and convention 98, ratified 
by Chad. It is therefore definitely an attack on the rights 
of workers. Furthermore, some comrades have lost their 
posts because of the strike. We must fight hard to be able to 
obtain their reinstatement.

You have given your support to the open world confer-
ence of Algiers; what do you expect from it?
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Bolmbari: The militaristic policy of the Chadian govern-
ment, supported by France and other imperialists, arms 
dealers, has seriously damaged the future of the Chadian 
people. The youth no longer know what saint to invoke. 
They have no work; they have no scholarships to study 
and even the oil income put aside for them has been squan-
dered. By giving my support to the open world confer-
ence of Algiers, I hope, in the name of the youth of Chad, 

Centrafrique, Congo, Congo RDC, etc. in the name of the 
workers of the whole world, victims of armed conflicts, 
that war and all forms of exploitation be once more con-
demned. A new wind of courage and bravery must inspire 
unionists, the youth, women and all labour militants to 
hold high the banner of the struggle against imperialism 
and the exploitation of one man by another.

Blas Ortega began with the situation of instability and 
institutional crisis opened in all countries, starting with 
the United States with the election of Trump, and in the 
European Union; a crisis that, before the resistance of the 
working class to the attacks it has suffered, also shakes 
the parties that, created by the workers, submit to these 
institutions by applying the policies of financial capital, as 
has happened throughout Europe with social-democracy, 
putting the necessity of a political representation faithful 
to the working class on the agenda. The OWC opens the 
possibility of a common struggle against the reforms of 
work and retirement, and against the governments that im-
plement them.

Ofelia Vlia exposed the situation of growing poverty 
among workers, who, in all countries, see the way the gov-
ernments representing the interests of financial capital cut 
into their rights. She recalled the situation of women work-
ers, who are paid less than men for the same work, suffer-
ing from a greater precarity at work and who, in addition, 
are charged with domestic tasks, and who, as women, are 
the object of violence. She said that, as capital globalises, 
the workers must globalise their rights. Lastly, she defend-
ed the right to collective negotiation and to have unions 
that must struggle to defend the rights of workers.

A comrade, socialist militant, exposed how the militants 
of the PSOE were creating support platforms (1) for Pedro 
Sanchez to end with the policy of collaboration with the 
Partido Popular (PP) and as the only possibility to find a 
positive outcome to the crisis of the PSOE, even though 
she remarked that a break with the Socialist Party could 
not be ruled out. Another comrade wondered about the rea-
sons for the dissatisfaction of workers towards unions and 
the electoral debacle of the PSOE.

Comrade Ana Olivares, retired professor and UGT union-
ist, responded that it was the consequence of the policies 
of treason concerning the interests of workers, since the 
dismantlement of national heavy industry and the turn to 

Presentation of the 9th OWC and debate in Valencia
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NATO, with a rigged referendum, by the government of 
Felipe Gonzalez and the signing by union leaders of nu-
merous pacts that, since the Moncloa pacts, have pauper-
ised the working class, leading it into situations resembling 
those at the beginning of the industrial revolution. She sup-
ported the idea that the victory of Pedro Sanchez in the 
primary, whatever his intentions, represented for socialist 
militants a turn to the left of the PSOE, a bourgeois-work-
er party, and that a revolutionary policy was necessary 
because the current form of capitalism, imperialism, can 
do nothing than further cut into labour rights, a policy im-
posed by the European Union.

José Almela, UGT unionist, supported what was said by 
comrade Ana in the sense that, it’s the class struggle: the 
bourgeoisie against the working class, that’s the funda-
mental question, as is indicated in the call of the OWC; 
the workers suffer the same aggressions throughout the 
country (the criminalisation of the action of unions in the 
exercise of their right to strike, budgetary restrictions and 
the dismantlement of retirement systems, etc.). The OWC 
wants to bring together the workers who seek to unite with 
their organisations to defend their rights, to fight the re-
forms of the Labour Code and retirement, independently 
of the organisation and origin of each.

Comrade Manolo Prera, UGT unionist, explained that the 
defence of social gains in each and every state is of the 
highest political necessity, together with the internation-
alist struggle. For him, this is the fundamental reason for 
the open world conference against war and exploitation: 
to struggle to create an international political leadership.  
Several participants posed the question of going further in 
the distribution of the OWC, of the necessity of inform-
ing of the realisation of this conference in labour organisa-
tions, and within the unions, in particular.

________________

(1) In the next internal primary of the PSOE-NDT.

The Open World Conference (OWC), which will take place in Algiers, was presented, 9 May, in the 
meeting room of the union FESP-UGT-PV. The reporters, Blas Ortega, UGT unionist, and Ofelia Vila, 
CCOO unionist, introduced the debate.
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What first lessons can we draw from the combats en-
gaged by the working class, the youth and oppressed 
peoples in this new period?

The principal lesson to be drawn is the importance of the 
solidarity of the working class, including the youth and 
all the oppressed peoples. A solidarity that must be inter-
national, that reinforces and intensifies itself with every 
attack against rights, be they essentially labour or human 
rights. “What touches the workers touches me, what touch-
es the oppressed peoples touches me, what touches the 
youth touches me” expresses the feeling, with and for oth-
ers, of empathy as motor for the collective struggle against 
war and exploitation, which goes beyond frontiers, which 
concerns everyone in all the countries of the world.

What lessons can be drawn from the political position-
ing of different forces and currents who claim the la-
bour and anti-imperialist movement?

Comrade Julio Turra has engaged himself in the process 
of construction of the open world conference against war 
and exploitation, while as a member of the executive direc-
tion of the CUT, he understands the plurality of opinions 
in the unique centre of workers in support of these initia-
tives. It is fundamental that comrades from different forces 
and currents of thought engage themselves in the struggle 
against war and exploitation. 

We all defend and believe in the possibility of “another 
world” of solidarity, where people would be respected 
in their most diverse options, where work brings subsis-
tence and dignity, in which children are children, where 
the youth have the possibility to study, develop and amuse 
themselves. All the segments, whether they’re organised 

Jacy Afonso, director of the Federation of Bank Workers of the Centre-North Region – Fetec-CN-CUT
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“It is fundamental that comrades from different forces and currents of thought 
engage themselves in the struggle against war and exploitation.”

political currents from the point of view of ideological 
training, or social organisations that struggle for labour 
and human rights, the right to land, to housing, and the de-
fence of rights in general. The diverse political positioning, 
the different conceptions of organisation enrich, add to, 
question and build the possible paths to the dignity of all.

What lessons to be drawn from the methods adopted 
in each of our countries to overcome the obstacles and 
take the first serious steps toward the mass grouping of 
the working class on its own terrain?

The process we have been living in Brazil since June 2013, 
with the demonstrations by the youth against the rise in the 
cost of bus tickets and which was at the origin of a group 
of actions aimed at building the unity of the working class 
and social movements. The method of the referendum on 
the exclusive Constituent Assembly was important, suc-
ceeding in raising the awareness of 8 million people in our 
country.

And more recently, the accumulation of demonstrations 
against the putschist government in Brazil has been grow-
ing, the actions are becoming more compact and unified, 
culminating in the general strike of 28 April. 

It is important to note that this struggle against the putsch, 
for the defence of democracy, has created a fracture in 
Brazilian society, where demonstrations by the extreme 
right have surged through explicit demonstrations of hate. 
These, however, have created a contrary reaction and a ten-
dency to organise on another scale. The movement of high 
school students occupying schools against the reform of 
secondary education in a way that is peaceful, in solidarity, 
constructive and presenting proposals. Leaders like young 
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Ana Julia appeared at that time and have led other students 
towards the actions that have since taken place. All these 
young leaders were present at the demonstration for the 
defence of democracy and against the proceedings against 
Lula. 

We now continue to engage our efforts against the reforms 
of Social Security and the Labour Code, and we call for 
perfecting and radicalising our actions in response to the 
violent attacks against the historic conquests of the work-
ers and the Brazilian people. It is undeniable that we feel 
strengthened by the international solidarity we have re-
ceived since the parliamentary putsch that ousted president 
Dilma, who was legitimately elected. The demonstrations, 
not only in Latin American countries, but of a large move-
ment expressed on the international scale, move us for-
ward, showing us the responsibility to save our democracy, 
to reinforce the exploited and fight the different conflicts 
underway in Brazil.

Without turning away from the wars in other countries, like 
Syria, the endless combat in Iraq, the violent attacks on 
the Venezuelan people and government, we remain aware 
of the war in the hills of Rio de Janeiro, the massacres of 
young Blacks in Sao Paulo, the decimation of indigenous 
communities and quilombolas (1), the destruction of for-
ests and rivers, which are taking place within Brazil. All 
these conflicts provoked by capital which unrestrainedly 
destroy the persons, peoples, and cultures in our country 
and the world in the name of profit, greed and power.

I mean to say by this that the workers a more than a labour 
force, they are citizens conscious of their rights, convinced 
that it is necessary to start in their village and enlarge their 
struggle on the world level, with class consciousness.

How can we support each other in this battle?

The solidarity that we have seen concerning our struggle 
against the putsch and the destruction of rights on the part 
of Brazilians living abroad, as well as people and organi-
sations from diverse nationalities that reinforce us, express 
the collective mindset, the fact that we are together, inde-
pendent of frontiers, cultures, languages, or level of devel-
opment.

The reinforcement of the internationalist spirit of the work-
ing class is fundamental for affirming solidarity and for it 
to be reciprocal, in both directions. We therefore feel our-
selves to be citizens of the world, responsible for a planet 
that belongs to all, owners of a wealth produced by us and 
whose usufruct must be exercised by us, in the respect of 
people and the environment.

Furthermore, when we lead a local struggle, on the territo-
ry, we support each other directly and encourage the dis-
cussion of the relationships we want to establish in our city, 
in our country and in what world we want to live together.

__________________

(1) The quilombolos communities are rural groups descended 
from black slaves.
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The CSA groups together employee unions but also 
does a significant work of organising farmers and rural 
workers. Can you explain the fight you are leading?

We work a lot to organise rural workers, farmers, rural 
women workers, trying to discern the problems posed by 
the rural world and to formulate them into demands, to 
create a mobilisation around these fundamental questions 
concerning land, the management of harvests and the com-
mercialisation of agricultural and animal products.

The fundamental question is that we are in a country where 
over 60% of the population lives in rural surroundings. Our 
agriculture was, until recently, dominated by peanut mono-
culture. The paradox of our country is that we principally 
live on imported rice.

Could you develop on the land question and the multi-
nationals, with some examples?

More and more, for around a decade, we have seen conflicts 
tied to the buying up of land buy Italian, French and Span-
ish multinationals that want to invest in growing tomatoes, 
melons, rice. This is done to the detriment of farmers, who 
lose control of the land, now possibly becoming agricul-
tural workers. Family farming is attacked. The arrival of 
multinationals has also created resistance movements.

A national commission on land reform has submitted its 
conclusions. I saw, two or three months ago, a Council of 
Ministers that defined paths of easing the access to land 
titles for farmers. I believe that increasingly, under the 
pressure of multiple demands, the government is under-
standing that the land question is a bomb.

How do the economic partnership accords (APE) (1) 
between African states and the European Union, which 
have been negotiated for a decade, but which provoke 
a great deal of resistance, articulate with the land ques-
tion in Senegal?

The negotiation process has been considerably slowed by 
the resistance of civil society and unions. We cannot open 

Mamadou Diouf, honorary president of the Confederation of Autonomous Unions (CSA), former general secretary
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the sub-regional market to subsidised products with which 
we are unable to compete. We have, for example, an annu-
al budget of sixty billion francs CSA for the importation 
of milk, because we don’t have a milk production able to 
compete. We think that the opening of our market, as is 
foreseen, to European products will kill our farming and 
herding, especially our family agriculture.

Because this agriculture isn’t mechanised and is increas-
ingly done in depleted soils, it cannot compete with Eu-
ropean products. The alternative that could be offered is 
industrial production, which is practically inexistent. Or an 
integrated regional market, which doesn’t exist either, as 
such. From this point of view, it is extremely deplorable 
that there are those who seek to tie us to agreements that 
are much more favourable to Europe than to African pop-
ulations.

In a very pragmatic way, we are fighting to delay the pro-
cess as much as possible and also to raise the awareness 
of deputies, even though there isn’t much chance that they 
will disavow the government. We also work with the rural 
masses to say that if ever these APEs are finally ratified, 
what initiatives should be taken to avoid that their applica-
tion have a negative impact?

Could you develop a bit on the federation of unions of 
rural workers that you want to create?

The objective of the union remains mobilisation. If ever we 
succeed in setting up this federation bringing together our 
farmers, herders, agricultural and livestock engineers and 
technicians, in a compact bloc to defend themselves, there 
will be many things that will be possible.

On the level of the CSA, we have the SDTS, the Demo-
cratic Union of Technicians of Senegal. It brings together 
agronomic engineers, agricultural technicians, livestock 
technicians and water and forestry technicians. We also 
have the cultivator, rancher and market gardener union, 
which brings together actors in family agriculture. They 
are the poorest of farmers, but they have their union, and 
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we have the union of the new generation’s ranchers. We 
want to bring these three unions together in a sole feder-
ation.

“It’s an aberration to not have our own money, sixty years 
after the independences.”

What role does the franc CFA play? Doesn’t economic 
independence begin with the question of monetary sov-
ereignty?

Wade (2) tried a little bit to diversify, by approaching the 
Americans and the Emirates, but it didn’t really work. We 
have completely returned to the French fold with this franc 
CFA, pegged to the euro. It’s an aberration to not have 
our own money, sixty years after the independences. But, 
beyond the monetary question, we have the imperative to 
build our own economy, a strong and integrated economy. 
Now, how to lead this battle? There are battles that can 
only be battles of the masses. However, we rather see an 
elite tends to lead combats in isolation. Nevertheless, it is 
the populations who have the true power to decide and the 
ability to push toward change.

And one last question, a bit provocative. You signed the 
call of the OWC: is it a battle of the elite or of the mass-
es?

I think that there is a dialectical link, because we are lead-
ing fights for independence and for the emancipation of 
our peoples, but these are fights that are not led in isola-
tion. They are in touch with the militants for democracy 
and justice in the world who will be in Algiers, and it is 
important that we be able to participate in this conference 
to exchange with them. Firstly, these are spaces where we 
can better understand the struggle of peoples throughout 
the world, to then share this with the populations, and, for 
us, these are opening elements. For example, in my talk 
at the 2011 conference, I attracted attention to what was 
happening in Libya and the unavoidable effects on Mali 

and Niger. Libya was disintegrating, people were invading 
the region with arms of war, we saw all this coming. The 
imperialist countries – personally, I pose the questions in 
terms of imperialism – come to destroy our countries and 
then divide up the reconstruction markets. Because they 
destroy Syria, Destroy Iraq, and then BTP companies from 
these countries come in to rebuild. It is important that we 
have an integrated military power and that then Africa pos-
es itself as an alternative, and that we can put forward the 
interests tied to the people. Therefore, the resolutions made 
in Algiers must constitute a basis of reflection and con-
certed action between Senegalese, Malian and Burkinabe 
comrades, with the aim of working to build forces that 
pose themselves as an alternative. Otherwise, the imperi-
alist forces will continue to divide us. For me, the Algiers 
conference is an opportunity for us to share with others and 
to draw lessons from experience and determine the lines of 
conduct that each can take in his or her country.

The international union movement isn’t achieving much 
in this domain. The International Union Confederation, 
like a fat NGO, avoids these questions.  I think that the 
true message is: how can we better structure the solidar-
ity of struggles between comrades of different countries. 
We must move toward an open and flexible framework, 
increasingly structured on the international level, so that 
people can have information and at the same time develop 
convergent dynamics, meet periodically, take stock, and 
mutually support each other in our struggles, express soli-
darity and put forward our ideas.

____________________

(1) The APE’s are “free-trade” agreements that the European 
Union seeks to impose in the name of the rules of the World 
Trade Organisation.

(2) Abdoulaye Wade, President of the Republic from 2000 to 
2012.
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What is the situation today?

We are on the third day of the judgment of the usurper 
president Temer. He is judged before the Supreme Elector-
al Court. It is unlikely that he will be condemned, although 
he is personally “defeated” in the opinion polls, due to his 
violent anti-worker policies and the corruption scandals in 
which he is implicated.

Although it is more likely that he will be acquitted (since 
this interview, he has been acquitted – editor’s note), be-
cause the markets and capital expect reforms from him, 
which he has committed himself to do. The corrupt conser-
vative majority in Congress is disposed to take immediate 
brutal measures against the working class and the nation, 
to return nearly a hundred years backward. Notably and 
particularly, with the reforms of Social Security and labour 
laws. Despite the immense resistance of the working class, 
they “have to” make these reforms.

In this situation, the analysts, including those in financial 
circles, say that if these reforms are adopted, such a gov-
ernment would have great difficulty implementing them. 
But the president will perhaps be acquitted, because the 
bourgeoisie is divided. This division of the bourgeoisie 
isn’t a new thing in the history of Brazil; it’s a weak dom-
inant class.

International capital owns a large part of the means of pro-
duction, and facing it is an enormous working class: this 
local Brazilian dominant class is weak. It divides itself 
regularly and easily. This is why it has historically aligned 
itself with Washington, the dominant imperialism in the 
region. But during the last six months, the Trump govern-
ment, for reasons that public opinion and the international 
labour movement, even more clearly, can understand, ex-
presses the total impasse at the summit of North-American 
imperialism.

This impasse is expressed in Europe, but even more clear-
ly in Brazil and Latin American countries, supposedly the 
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(published in Informations Ouvrières n° 457, week of 15 to 21 June 2017)

Brazil

“The resistance throughout these months was expressed, 28 April, 
in an historic general strike bringing together 40 million workers”

back yard of the United States. So, it’s a situation marked 
by instability and unpredictability.

What is the reaction of workers and the population, 
and the CUT?

The great difficulty for the government, despite its reac-
tionary majority in Congress, is to get its measures adopt-
ed. The corruption scandals revealed every day, the fact 
that the president is being judged, are rooted in the signif-
icant resistance by the mass of workers, although the PT 
government and Dilma Rousseff at its head were victims 
of a putsch nearly ten months ago, and even though the PT 
was punished in last October’s elections, losing ten million 
votes, eight months ago. Considering the content of the 
measures, the resistance throughout these months, which 
was expressed, 28 April, in an historic general strike bring-
ing together 40 million workers, signifies that the masses 
do not accept these policies. It isn’t just an optimistic mil-
itant discourse, it’s the reality. And even the bourgeoisie is 
aware of it: it has tried several times to make compromises, 
but the CUT refuses. The situation is explosive: the watch-
word “Out Temer!”, put forward by the CUT, has spread 
throughout the union movement, including the “yellow” 
and “accompanying” centres, as well as that of the strike. A 
new call “against the reforms”, “Strike! Out Temer!” was 
launched for this 30 June.

And here, the history of the country must be taken into 
account. I would like to make a remark on this subject: 
the working class of Argentina and Uruguay, neighbouring 
countries, has a tradition of general strikes. But in Brazil, 
a general strike doesn’t happen often! It’s even the largest 
strike in the history of the country that just happened; it 
brought the population with it, from the heart of Amazonia 
to the extreme South. This represents a considerable force!

It’s an unprecedented initiative by the masses against cor-
rupt institutions. Of course, there have been revolutionary 
crises in the past, division in the army and occupations of 
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land, but such a concentration of forces, such a mobilisa-
tion around worker organisations is very significant from 
the point of view of the construction of the power of the 
working class. It’s in this situation that the congress of the 
Workers’ Party (PT) was held.

What can you tell us about it?

The congress, which just ended a week ago, reflected the 
whole of the movement I just described. That’s the most 
positive aspect. The PT, through its origins, had a fruitful 
relationship with the labour movement, farming organisa-
tions, Blacks, young people and women, etc. Once it ar-
rived in the federal government in 2002, there was a weak-
ening of the PT.

It took its distances from the class, even asking itself if it 
would keep the tie. And, obviously, the tie has been kept! 
From the electoral point of view, the PT still has an echo. 
But here, we see that with the radicalisation of the masses 
and the CUT at its head, the PT has kept the tie with union 
organisations. From this point of view, it was therefore an 
historic congress.

In effect, the PT adopted the struggle for a “Constituent” as 
part of the party programme, which means the perspective 
of breaking with inherited institutions. The congress also 
adopted the watchwords “Out Temer” and “Lula, candi-
date for the presidency of the Republic”, with a Constituent 
Assembly to repeal the measures of the putschists and to 
realise popular reforms: agrarian reform, political reform, 
judicial reform… It’s new, and it wasn’t only adopted by a 
majority, but unanimously! It’s the engagement of the Par-
ty, and of its leadership as such, that was expressed.

I would like to add that the current O Trabalho of the PT, 
the Brazilian section of the IV International, to which I be-
long, has decided to put its combined strength behind the 
new course for the party announced by this political base. 
With PT-ist Dialog and Action, a group in which we take 
part, we arrived at the congress with three times more del-
egates, still in the minority, but strengthened by the fight 
lead during the recent period on the axis “Out Temer, Gen-
eral Strike, Constituent Assembly”. And we have decided 
to constitute a common list for the elected leadership with 
the majority current, Lula’s current, 50%, with agreement 
on the principal questions and tasks. 

It’s important, since our position in the discussion of the 
record was to show that for thirteen years, the PT in gov-
ernment didn’t implement the fundamental reforms in 
favour of the working class and the nation – except the 
notable attempt to recover the sovereignty on off-shore oil 
– and had a position of conciliation. This is what facilitated 
the coup d’état by the bourgeoisie.

It must be remembered that Temer, the putschist, was Dil-
ma’s vice-president. At the beginning of his second term, 
in January 2015, Dilma led a structural adjustment policy 
and did the opposite of what she had promised during her 
campaign. The Finance Minister was a banker. But these 
policies led by Dilma didn’t sufficiently correspond to the 
expectations of the bourgeoisie. And the workers, for their 
part, don’t accept these policies, hence the impasse. The 
putsch was there to materialise all that Dilma had slowly 
and timidly begun.

I think that what the congress of the Party shows, with the 

decisions on the tasks, is that the assessment is beginning 
to be “put into practice”, as the new president said, sena-
tor Gleisi Hoffmann (of the majority current), elected with 
62% of the votes. 

The fact is that the bourgeoisie needs rapid measures to 
adjust the country to the world market in crisis and decom-
position. This is a concrete example of the situation that is 
now opening. Although the bourgeoisie understands that 
Temer is ready to do anything, a discussion has been led 
on the subject of a successor if he should fall. Today’s trial 
isn’t the sole proceeding against him. If he loses one of 
them, who could be put at his place? The discussion within 
the bourgeoisie is: at what moment to bring him down? Or 
rather, try to continue with him? The regime is presiden-
tial and rigid. According to the current Constitution, his 
term lasts until December 2018. If the president who had 
been vice-president falls during the last part of his term, 
the Congress must elect a president from among its mem-
bers, within sixty days, to finish his term. This is called the 
electoral college.

Which people don’t accept. As a reminder, immediately 
following the military dictatorship, in 1984-1985, the pop-
ular watchword was “direct elections now”, which, once 
pushed back by Congress, led to the boycott of the elector-
al college of congress. At the time, the PT was for the boy-
cott, against the bourgeois opposition and the Stalinists. A 
part of the PT parliamentary group of the time, under pres-
sure, decided to go to the electoral college, but the party 
decided to expel them.

Today, a hypothesis foresees the dominant class seeking an 
agreement in the framework of the indirect elections in the 
college in Congress, a hypothesis accepted as the “lesser 
evil” by the parties of Stalinist origin, such as the PCdoB 
and others. But the PT and Lula himself have said no, that 
they would prefer to be defeated ten times in direct elec-
tions to being elected once in indirect elections through the 
electoral college. As there are still governors and MPs of 
the PT who will go for this indirect election, there is thus a 
clear demarcation made in the congress of the PT against 
conciliation.

For you, what are the perspectives? 

It is improbable that Temer will be undone solely by the 
contradictions “from on high”. Of course, it’s possible, but 
it’s improbable. What is important is that, two months ago, 
in the strike of 28 April, a force appeared capable of bring-
ing down Temer. It is only the masses in the movement 
they have already engaged that could bring him down. The 
goal in itself isn’t for Lula become president, although he 
is rising in the polls, which is important because it means 
that there is no empty space, and it’s in this way that the PT 
is also rising. What is moving things is that the counter-re-
forms are neither acceptable to nor accepted by the masses.

In this situation, even if the national Congress decides for 
the counter-reforms of Social Security and labour laws, 
they can’t be implemented. This growing movement could 
bring it down before and materialise the watchword “Di-
rect elections now!” carried by the march in Brasilia of 24 
May with nearly 200,00 workers to impose on the institu-
tions the repeal of the reforms and a new government, the 
government sketched out in the last congress of the PT, 
with Lula at its head, which will convene a Constituent 
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Assembly.

I would like to add that it isn’t only a Brazilian story, but 
a Latin American story. Considering the place of Brazil on 
the continent, considering the offensive led by imperialism 
everywhere to take back its former positions in Venezue-
la, Uruguay, Ecuador, Bolivia, it is obvious that the defeat 
of the PT would directly threaten the other governments. 
And the opposite would mean that if the PT returns to the 
political scene, it’s that the working class supported by its 
organisations has the means to stop this offensive. It is an 
objective help of great importance for the working class 
of these countries, for the masses, and a subjective clarifi-
cation for all the conscious labour militants of the current 
stakes in their countries: we can resist and defeat imperi-
alism.

What would you like to say to labour militants and, no-
tably, those of Europe?

In a word, have confidence. We have seen that, in six 
months, in an extremely defensive situation, the masses 
were able to take back the initiative. And to create a situa-
tion that is more favourable to the historic interests of the 
working class, with its organisations, for the expropriation 
of capital.

I say it calmly, because at the most progressive moment 
of the Lula government, the confusion that existed in the 
consciousness, the confusion between the interests of the 
classes, the delimitation of the bourgeoisie including the 

possibility of bringing down the institutions of a corrupt 
state, this consciousness wasn’t present. There has been a 
great maturation, at the same time as the blows landed: 
over 14 million unemployed.

What stands out on this recent path is the independence 
of class. And it is paying off; a path is opening up. “The 
wheel of history has started turning again,” as they say.

How is the preparation for the OWC coming?

There is thus an assessment to share, an experience, and I 
think that the Algiers conference will be a favourable mo-
ment for this. The PT has decided to celebrate the centen-
nial of the October Revolution of 1917. This shows that 
it’s a search for new responses to old question. What once 
appeared as the sole path is now called into question. To-
day, the militants want to know and pose themselves ques-
tions together. We aren’t seeking to give lessons, but the 
questions are posed, for example: “Since you’re going to 
Europe, tell me what’s happening.”

For six months, we have been constituting a delegation of 
militants, important union leaders of the CUT, with mem-
bers of the PT, senators, deputies. It’s all happening quite 
fast. The day after the congress of the PT, we have the chal-
lenge of further opening our delegation. And it’s possible, 
because we need a delegation with officials with historic 
experience that will find and give its place to the world 
conference.
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What is the situation, notably concerning the land oc-
cupation movement?

The situation in recent months, and even last year, has been 
marked by a crisis, a crisis originating in the Codesa agree-
ments at the beginning of the 1990’s, notably the question 
of the property clause that refused access to property to the 
Black majority and even reinforced the land ownership of 
the white minority.

These agreements have the effect that there has been no 
economic transformation, that the Black majority is still 
deprived of land, is still deprived of the means to ensure its 
own subsistence, while the white minority, on the contrary, 
which possesses the means of production, still imposes its 
monopoly on the economy and deprives the Black majority 
of any means to improve the conditions of its existence. 
This question, which my party, the Socialist Party of Aza-
nia (Sopa), has constantly defended, that of land ownership 
by the Black majority, has now become, by the develop-
ment of the situation, a demand shared by a large part of 
the Black population, which has begun to occupy lands. 
And the watchword of the Sopa, which was “redistribution 
of land to the Black majority without compensation for 
neither the white landowners nor the government (when 
the government possessed lands)” has also been taken up 
by the Black population that has begun the occupation of 
land.

This movement of land occupation has been taken up by 
miners in another form. In effect, for years, they have been 
forced to live in men’s hostels, the only form of housing 
given to miners. Today, they demand housing in which 
they can live with their families and have begun to occupy 
housing that the mine owners have built. This, despite the 
police repression that is trying to evict them.

In this occupation movement, the farmers and workers are 
using all the means, including legal means: for example, 
there is a law that stipulates that if you have occupied land 
for a certain period of time and you are evicted by the gov-
ernment or owner, they have to provide you with alterna-

Lybon Mabasa, president of the Socialist Party of Azania – Sopa

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 458, week of 22-28 June 2017)

South Africa-Azania

tive housing. 

It is for this reason that we call for the farmers to occu-
py land without any payment, and the workers to build 
housing infrastructures, and we call for them to resist all 
attempts by the government to evict them and to demand 
that the government take charge of the construction of new 
housing infrastructures.

What’s going on with the Saftu? Could you review the 
latest developments of this new union organisation (1)?

For years, we have supported the historic union, Cosatu, 
because it was the organisation that brought together the 
majority of Black workers. This didn’t stop us from being 
critical of the positions of the ANC, and notably on the 
tripartite agreement between the Cosatu, the government 
and the ANC.

And each time we had the occasion to express ourselves 
in the Cosatu, we insisted on the question of the indepen-
dence of the organisation vis-à-vis this tripartite agreement 
and we explained that the Cosatu would better serve the 
interests of the workers if it positioned itself on a line of 
independence. 

These two elements, our support for the Cosatu and the 
question of the independence of the Cosatu vis-à-vis the 
tripartite agreement, were the pillars of our orientation for 
many years. Through this orientation and our relationships 
in the Cosatu, we obviously weren’t giving our backing to 
the positioning of the Cosatu, but an orientation of defence 
of the union and of reinforcing the interests of the working 
class which had set up this union to defend its demands. 

The Marikana massacre, during which the government, 
with the complicity of the Cosatu, killed 35 miners, opened 
a deep crisis in the Cosatu. It was then that a certain number 
of important unions raised the impossibility of accepting 
the orientation defended by the Cosatu, and they explained 
that they couldn’t participate in a labour organisation that 
had covered up such a massacre. Certain unions decided to 
openly criticise the orientation of the Cosatu, notably its 
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participation in the tripartite alliance. Among them, there 
was Numsa, the largest union of the Cosatu. And, in the 
end, the Cosatu expelled the Numsa from its ranks. Nine 
other unions then decided in turn to leave the Cosatu and 
put the creation of a new union federation on the agenda.

Other unions that had never been members of the Cosatu, 
because they accepted neither its orientation nor its alle-
giance with the ANC, then began a discussion with the 
Numsa and these nine other unions. After a few months 
of discussion, they opened the perspective of the creation 
of a new union centre, and the Saftu was thus born, The 
new South African Trade Union confederation. At its 
launch, the Saftu announced that it had grouped together 
over 700,000 workers. But since then, other unions, repre-
senting between three and four hundred thousand workers, 
have started discussions to join the ranks of the Saftu. They 
will do so later, after the holding of their own congresses. 
Our orientation is the same in the Saftu as in the Cosatu: to 
preserve the independence of the organisation and defend 
the demands of the workers, and we hope that our interven-
tion allows to continue in this way.

We support the Saftu and its development because we are 
convinced that the creation of an independent union con-
federation is a positive thing for the South African working 
class, but also because it will have repercussions on the 
Cosatu.

How is the preparation in Azania of the 9th Open World 
Conference coming?

We think that the decision to hold this open world confer-
ence is very positive. We think that the initiative to bring 
together workers, militants and organisation around the 
common fight against war and exploitation is a fight that 
is absolutely necessary. We have organised a series of dis-
cussions with the members of our party, with political and 
union organisations, to propose to them to participate in 
this conference. This mobilisation has allowed us to obtain 
a certain number of signatures for the call for the confer-
ence and we have engaged this discussion in the labour 
movement, notably in the new union confederation.

We have insisted on the importance of this conference 
for the workers and organisations in dominated countries 
to help the mobilisation of the working class against the 
plans that imperialism has elaborated on the world level 
against the gains of workers. We think, notably, that the 
open world conference is a chance for workers and their 
organisations to work together to help the working class 
in each of our countries to resist anti-worker attacks, to 
struggle against war and exploitation, and we continue to 
mobilise for this conference. 

________________

(1) See the preceding article by Lybon Mabasa.
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At the end of 2016, an extraordinary summit of the 
head of state of the CFA zone was held in the presence 
of C. Lagarde, director of the IMF, and M. Sapin, then 
French Minister of the Economy. What was the reac-
tion of Cosycad, the union coalition initiated by the 
centre Entente, of which you are president? Le franc 
CFA seems to be increasingly contested. Why?

Our union coalition launched a call to mobilise the Camer-
oonian workers against any austerity plan whatsoever that 
could once again plunge them even deeper into poverty 
than they currently are.

It must be said that, following the famous structural ad-
justment plans (PAS) of 1994, with the devaluation of the 
franc CFA and the drops in pay of nearly 70%, buying 
power has substantially worsened. To this is added massive 
firings without compensation in all sectors of activity. All 
these sacrifices have only engendered generalised corrup-
tion with enormous misappropriation of public funds by 
senior state officials. It’s unbearable!

If the franc CFA is increasingly contested, it’s because of 
its dependence on the French Treasury, while we are sov-
ereign countries, on one hand; the underlying agreements 
signed before the African independences, requiring our 
countries to continue to depend on French authorisation 
to exploit their raw materials, among other resources, on 
the other. All this weighs on the development efforts of our 
countries by making them dependent on the good will of 
the French authorities. It’s unacceptable if you consider the 
dramatic consequences of such a situation on the popula-
tions concerned.

Benoît Essiga, president of the union centre Entente

(published in Informations ouvrières n°458, week off 22 to 28 June 2017)

Cameroon

We remember the rail catastrophe of 21 October 2016 
that cause several tens of deaths. The company is the 
property of Bolloré, who notably also possesses the port 
of Douala. What do you think of this?

My response is direct: it was a bad idea to hand over 
rail transportation to a “businessman” whose managerial 
philosophy is to prefer profit to the safety of people and 
property. This concession to Bolloré must be taken back 
as soon as possible, before catastrophes of an even greater 
scale send our country into mourning. I speak of it with ex-
pertise, having been solicited by the state to make a report 
on the catastrophe you evoked.

What are the essential demands of Entente and the Co-
sycad today?

– The improvement of the buying power of workers;

– The minimisation of the phenomena of corruption and 
misappropriation of public funds;

– A good practice of public freedoms, including union 
freedoms;

– A true democratisation with a transparent and credible 
political electoral system that favours alternation (or the 
alternative, if you will) are just some of the demands of 
the Cosycad.

What do you expect from the conference?

A strong mobilisation, strong recommendations and a plan 
of concrete strategic actions.
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A proposed bill against the right to strike has been 
made public. You have demanded its withdrawal. How 
is this fight coming?

Following our reaction in an open letter to his excellency 
the president of the Republic, Mr Christian Roch Kaboré, 
until now, it’s the status quo. We hope that this status quo is 
the equivalent of the withdrawal of this bill (1).

Repeated attacks and killings have taken place in 
Burkina Faso for months on the part of “jihadists”. 
What is your analysis of the situation, the responsibility 
of the government and the imperialist powers?

First, on the situation developing in the countries of the 
world through terrorist acts, in African countries and in 
Burkina, in particular, our analysis centres on two phases. 
The first is to recognise that African countries are in a form 
of formal independence, but which, in reality, is nothing of 
the sort. The military occupation, the anarchic exploitation 
of mineral resources, the lack of vision of African lead-
ers and the implementation of political decisions coming 
from international institutions, notably the institutions of 
Breton Woods, the International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank, show that African independence is hurting. 
And you know quite well that when a country isn’t truly 
independent, if it isn’t the master of the decisions imple-
mented in its territory, there will be serious setbacks. The 
protection of a country depends on military structures and 
political decisions that must be made without orders from 
the outside.

We observe that the formation of our defence systems is 
made on bases that are not quite solid, but that it is orient-
ed toward he repression of students, political opposition, 
unionists. They aren’t well enough trained and equipped to 
defend the territorial limits.

Now, the second phase: there are those who work night 
and day in the shadows to make it so that Africa isn’t truly 
independent, by which I mean the imperialist powers, who 

Bassolma Bazié, general secretary of the General Confederation of Labour (CGT-B)

(published in Informations ouvrières n° 460, week of 6 to 12 July 2017)

Burkina Faso

have an interest in there not being a true independence and 
make it that the security system is a botched system and 
that the educational system is a botched system incapable 
of producing people able to truly lead Africa, who make it 
that the reigning illiteracy provides them with a favourable 
setting to exploit mineral and natural resources at a very 
low price. In all the fights being led, we see that terrorism 
is a means produced by this imperialist system to destabi-
lise African countries to better exploit them.

These are the paths that are in fact fabricated in the shad-
ows to make it that Africa doesn’t have a stable environ-
ment that would allow it to make free decisions regarding 
its development.

The other question to be posed would be: where are the 
arms made? The arms used in Africa are not made in Afri-
ca. Who has an interest in this international trade? As with 
the narcotics traffic, who truly benefits from such practices 
in Africa? I think that, in reality, there are political deci-
sions taken by imperialist powers that have no interest in 
Africa being stable, who have an interest in using a rather 
troubled environment to exploit African resources.

What is your position on the presence of foreign mili-
tary bases on your soil?

This foreign military presence is nothing other than the 
protection of the imperialist interests found on African 
soil. You can’t tell me that France, the United States, En-
gland and other countries that have military bases in Africa 
are there to defend African interests. When they use ter-
rorism as a pretext to implant themselves in Africa, in the 
very countries hit by said terrorism, it’s that they aren’t up 
to stopping it. If they were so effective, we wouldn’t have 
talked about terrorism in France and England, let alone the 
United States. If they really were, they would have made 
it that there was no terrorism in their own countries. This 
could be an argument to convince us of the presence of 
their military bases in our countries.
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You can observe that these bases are in zones suspected 
of being rich in oil, natural gas, gold, diamonds… It will 
be rather difficult to convince us that these presences are 
there to stabilise Africa and allow it to develop, quite the 
contrary.

We are shown significant rates of economic growth in 
Burkina Faso. However, is the situation of the mass-
es improving? Do you think that the PNDES (national 
social and economic development plan) is the solution 
(2)?

The implementation of the PNDES… It’s an economic 
plan, as its founders say, that is tied to the political parties 
that manage the power of the state, it’s also a politico-eco-
nomic programme in line with the strict implementation of 
the structural adjustment programmes of the nineties. It’s 
the clear successor to the programmes through which there 
has been a growing pauperisation of our countries.

In Burkina, the worsening of poverty numbers at around 
50%. This has also allowed our country to be pushed into 
the circle of heavily indebted very poor countries. You 
know quite well that the IMF and the World Bank provide 
financing with strict guidelines on the social level, which 
recommend to our States the disengagement from sectors 
such as healthcare and education. But when someone fi-
nances your programme while saying that you must dis-
engage from your educational system, they are demanding 
that you renounce any foreseeable future: you can’t devel-
op a country without the educational system! So, this out-
side financing isn’t done to allow our country to develop.

I just spoke of the 49% poverty; the educational system 
is blocked: in the universities, the school year has neither 
a beginning nor an end; in primary school, there are over 
3,000 schools in precarious huts. On the level of the health 
system, the majority of the population is reduced to using 
street medicine. This shows to what point the population, 
the workers have been pauperised. It isn’t the PNDES that 
would be the founding element of our escape from poverty. 
It’s consciousness raising, it’s the education of the masses 

to fight all harmful foreign presences on our soil, to take 
our future in hand. There rests the true solution for our 
take-off.

Will the CGT-B participate in the Algiers conference?

We have analysed this invitation on the level of the CGT-B. 
We have already given our O.K. on the principle. We are 
now analysing how we could participate in a sufficiently 
effective fashion. At the appropriate time, we will official-
ly confirm our participation. We hope that the first analysis 
will be that general secretary, myself, would go. We will 
notify you shortly.

__________________

(1) In a common declaration, the union centres gathered in the 
unity of labour union action [ the General Confederation of La-
bour of Burkina (CGT-B), the National Confederation of Work-
ers of Burkina (CNTB), the Burkinabe Union Confederation 
(CSB), Workers’ Force, National Confederation of Unions (FO-
UNS), National Organisation of Free Unions (ONSL, Union 
Confederation of the Workers of Burkina (USTB)] and autono-
mous unions “demand that the Assembly withdraw it, pure and 
simple”. They add: “If, in the unlikely event that your institution 
should ignore the opposition expressed above by unions and 
adopt it, it will carry before history the heavy responsibility for 
the resulting degradation of the social climate.”

(2) These plans were implemented under the control and financ-
ing of the lenders of the IMF, the World Bank, the Paris Club (an 
informal grouping of public creditors, in this case the imperialist 
powers). In a declaration of support from “social partners” for 
the PNDES in December 2016, the eve of a new loan granted 
by the IMF, we read that it seeks to “structurally transform the 
Burkinabe economy, for strong, durable, resilient and inclusive 
growth that creates decent jobs for all and leads to the improve-
ment of social well-being”. The social partners call for “foreign 
investors to come do business” and consider “the role of the pri-
vate sector as motor of economic growth”. The CGT-B refused 
to associate itself with it. The Burkinabe state accumulates debt, 
the public services are destroyed, but the profits will be private, 
filling imperialist pockets.
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A discussion between leaders of the labour movement

(published in Informations ouvrières n°462, week of 20 to 26 July 2017)

Africa

The International Liaison Committee of workers and peoples has held, in Geneva, in the margins of the Inter-
national Labour Conference of the ILO, a meeting between labour militants in the context of the preparation for 
the Open World Conference organised by the ILC next autumn in Algiers. On this occasion, an exchange took 
place between leaders of the African labour movement, of which we started to give an account in our last issue. 
Here is the end of their discussion on the theme “Independence and Class Struggle, the role of the International 
Liaison Committee of workers and peoples”.

Paul Essé Iko, general secretary of the CSTB of Benin

“My confederation has openly supported Brazil. We have 
been with the ILC for at least fifteen years. But there has 
been a slackening due to a lack of coordination with the di-
rection of the ILC in Paris. This must be a turning point to 
resume the ties between Benin, Togo and the sub-region. I 
will bring my contribution to the conference, because water 

is flowing under the bridge. And many new elements have 
appeared. We must succeed in characterising the nature of 
the current bourgeoisie, of imperialism and of the level of 
struggle of the workers and our peoples. The fundamental 
tasks remain, and we must reflect on them to evolve and 
guarantee independence and sovereignty.”

“Without being an organiser of the ILC, I am interested in 
reinforcing the mobilisation. The ILC is not in competition 
with the CSI or the FSM, but it’s on a very noble line, 
union independence. This is somewhat lacking through-
out the world, notably in Africa, where we have a lot of 
union organisations, organised by young people who hav-
en’t mastered the ABC’s of unionism due to lack of train-
ing. I recommend that the ILC sees to what extent it could 
launch missions on our continent, which is the dumping 
ground of imperialism, concerning the political economy 
and the calling into question of sovereignty. The possibil-
ity of extending the ILC in Africa beyond this conference 
must be studied. African workers need to discover their 

environment to be able to transform it. The teaching union 
movement has found itself, it has been truly extraordinary. 
There was no protocol before our departure. An organisa-
tion called Fusen has signed an agreement with the gov-
ernment. It’s the lack of concern for union independence. 
There are unions that want to accompany certain parties 
in the conquest of power, and then accompany them in 
the management of power so that there would be few de-
mands. I am interested in seeing the ILC leave its mark in 
Africa. It doesn’t compete with the CSI. That it bothers the 
CSI when we speak of the struggle of class independence? 
All the better! If a child must be born, he must be born. 
Consciousness must be raised, beyond the informative.”

Chaibou Tankari, general secretary of the USPT of Niger
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“I am a signatory of the call, and I have engaged my organ-
isation, the UNATRCI, for several reasons: first, because 
our political recognition hasn’t been a gift, but the result 
of a difficult struggle; in 2009, there were strikes in the 
ports. In the Ivory Coast, the union struggle is difficult. 
The unions were on strike for over two weeks for demands 
that could have easily been taken care of. These are the 
hundred fifty index points and the order relative to retire-
ment pensions… and the accumulated stocks of back pay. 
Concerning the last point, the government didn’t want to 
recognise them because it was the government of president 
Gbagbo that had signed the decrees. The state was forced 
to give in.

They were forced to recognise them: there was one last 
meeting to define the calendar of payments. The ILC, it’s 
our own affair: each union, each general secretary and each 
organisation must say that it’s their own affair. On the level 
of South Africa, we are ready to form a frank and solid 
relationship with the new organisation (1). It must be sep-
arated from power, be independent concerning the struggle 
you are leading.

_______________

(1) The newly created independent union centre, the Saftu - ed-
itor’s note.

Mamadou Drame, general secretary of the USDS of Senegal

“We are the pure products of the labour movement. The 
labour movement is the essential linchpin for victory and 
conquests. In our different countries, there must be a uni-
tary culture. The aim is the defence of the material and 
moral interests of workers and peoples. With each step, the 
union organisations must be together. It is then impossible 
for the dominant class to impoverish us, because, together, 
we are stronger. 

Today, the union world has left the field, and the forces of 
oppression have gained the upper hand over us concerning 
the transformations. Our organisation, which is a class and 
mass organisation, is ready to work by mutual agreement. 
We engage ourselves in the ILC because it has sought to 
bring together workers across the world, be they in the 
CSI, the FSM or in other organisations.”

Yves Kodibo, general secretary of the UNATRCI of the Ivory Coast
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“We are all in the same boat” concluded a political militant 
from the Bloco de Esquerda (Left Bloc) after having heard 
the French comrade evoke the fight against the work law. 
Indeed, the current PS government in Portugal hasn’t re-
pealed the anti-labour laws that the preceding centre-right 
government had imposed. Among the political problems 
posed by the comrades: “the social-democrat parties in 
Europe have failed, the compromises with the right have 
contributed to reinforcing the right. How can we keep the 
ebb of social-democratic parties in Europe from reinforc-
ing the right? It would be significant if the true parties of 
the left benefitted on the electoral level, but this isn’t cur-
rently the case.” Another militant reacted: “Sometimes, 
we hear it said that the PS government has succeeded in 
putting the PCP and the BE in its pocket; why doesn’t the 
government repeal the preceding right government’s laws, 
notably those on labour?” A political militant from the BE 
underlined the necessity of “growing a true mobilisation 
in the union field and in the political field of the left. The 
resistance of workers in other countries, such as those de-
scribed in France, could arouse a lot of hope in Portugal. It 
is indispensable that we all work together.”

The situation in France is known to the comrades pres-
ent; it is watched attentively. A comrade very positively 
assessed that the “determination of the confederations FO 
and CGT, with FSU, Solidaires and youth organisations 
had allowed union independence to be maintained, whose 

A meeting of militants in Lisbon
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To fight the laws against workers
Saturday, 8 July, twenty militants met in Lisbon to exchange on the political situation in Portugal, the po-
litical problems posed, the perspectives, tied to the preparation of the open world conference (OWC) in Al-
giers. The militants also became aware of the call of the Conference of Berlin (17 June 2017). The meeting 
followed that which was held 18 May 2017, which created an impetus commission for the preparation of 
the OWC. A French teaching union militant was also present to give an account of the fight led by French 
workers and their union organisations for the withdrawal, then repeal of the El Khomri law and the situ-
ation opened after the presidential and legislative elections.

importance for the class is underlined. What is on the agen-
da is the construction of the general strike on the terrain of 
the defence of the social conquests that structure the social 
rights in all Europe. The work of the Constituent Assem-
bly, formed after 1974, depended on the rights gained in 
1936 and 1945. And it is precisely this that financial capital 
can’t stand. (…) Mélenchon has expressed the revolt of 
millions of excluded people. For us, in Portugal, it is nec-
essary to insert ourselves in this movement. The Nation-
al Committee of Resistance and Reconquest (CN2R) of 
which the French comrade spoke is a very important per-
spective.” And he concluded: “The Portuguese population 
is ready to mobilise. There have been promises concerning 
labour laws, but the government hasn’t touched anything, 
and the situation continues as before, is it possible? What 
is happening in France is fundamental for us.”

The assembled militants decided to prepare the world con-
ference by convening a new meeting of preparation after 
the summer holiday. It was also decided that a commission 
work on a call retracing the discussion led 8 July, to be 
made known to the militants around us and to the direc-
tion of union centres. Those present also decided to lead a 
financial campaign to finance the sending of a delegation 
of Portuguese militants to Algiers. The publication of an 
informational paper (or bulletin) is foreseen to collect con-
tributions from militants.
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Could you introduce Zengakuren, its goals and its 
fight?

Zengakuren is the acronym (in Japanese) for the Japanese 
confederation of autonomous student associations. In most 
Japanese universities, there are autonomous associations 
in which students organise on the level of the faculty or 
university. Zengakuren is a federation of these associa-
tions. Our associations not only work to resolve problems 
on each campus, such as the demands of cultural circles, 
but also tackle national and international problems, such 
as the imminent Korean crisis, the repressive legislation 
“against conspiracy” and the construction of the American 
base in Okinawa.

From Hokkaido to Kyushu to Okinawa, the flags of Zen-
gakuren wave in each struggle against the reinforcement 
of military bases, against the reopening of nuclear power 
plants, etc., thus encouraging the workers and the popu-
lation in their fight. We have built struggles through as-
siduous and regular activities in our own associations and 
cultural circles.

Our fight against war goes back to 1963, when the presi-
dent of Zengakuren and other delegates to the world con-
gress of the International Union of Students, in Moscow, 
organised a demonstration on Red Square, with the slogan 
“Against American and Soviet nuclear testing”, despite the 
violent repression by the Stalinist bureaucracy.

Their courageous fight shook up the militants of pacifist 
movements, in Japan and in the world, who had supported 
Soviet nuclear testing or who, in the confusion, had failed 
to oppose it. Zengakuren, today, has drawn the lessons 
from this great fight and struggles to take it up again.

Isn’t the historic defeat of the Liberal Democratic Par-
ty (LDP), and thus of the Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe, 
in the municipal elections of 2 July in Tokyo, a crisis for 
the governmental majority and an encouragement to 
fight them?

Yes, certainly. The workers and the population have ex-
pressed their anger toward his arrogant policies. It’s an 
important situation provoked by the indomitable struggles 
of the revolutionary left, including us, Zengakuren. Abe 
has built, under the banner of the Japanese national Se-
curity Council (an imitation of American imperialism), an 
authoritarian system, by assembling his nationalist vassals 
of the extreme right. He has imposed the “law on conspira-
cy” in the Diet, even violating the pretended parliamentary 
democracy. He is readying to join Trump in his “preventa-
tive” attack against North Korea, and he constrains work-
ers to temporary work, torturing them with long hours and 
low pay.

After the dirty “school scandals” which were successively 

Yuichiro Sakai, president of the Confederation of autonomous student associations (Zengakuren)
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“It is time to march toward the overthrow of the Abe government!”

revealed, he desperately tried to cover them up by mobil-
ising police officers and the media of the right. We have 
exposed all these crimes and developed a struggle against 
this neo-fascist government. And it is precisely for this that 
the cries of anger, such as “That’s enough!” and “Get out!” 
are rising like the tide. We call out to the outraged peo-
ple: It is time to march toward the overthrow of the Abe 
government! And, overcoming the “parliamentary distor-
tion” of the struggle of the Japanese Communist Party, we 
demand a “general election”, we want to overthrow this 
neo-fascist government with the united power of the work-
ing class and the labouring masses.

In the demonstration against the constitutional revi-
sion, against the law on conspiracies… weren’t there 
also the banners of Rengo, Zenroren and other unions 
than these two confederations?

The principle objective of Abe, in the “law against con-
spiracy”, is to oppress the unions and student associations 
that struggle against the policies of war and constitutional 
revision, as well as revolutionary organisations, by fabri-
cating “organised crimes”. The central direction of Ren-
go was reticent at first to organise actions of protestation. 
But, supported by the activities of revolutionary workers, 
a great number of union members, conscious of the crisis, 
put grassroots pressure on the leaders to act. Consequently, 
many union members (including the teachers’ and public 
services’ unions) rose up to stop the adoption of the bill. 
These columns of workers constituted the principal force 
in the protests surrounding Parliament. On the other hand, 
the direction of the Communist Party (PCJ), which stigma-
tised the fights of these unions as “a type of outdated cam-
paign based on an organised mobilisation”, ordered the 
unions to support the policies of the PCJ of “collaboration 
between the non-governmental parties and the citizens”. 
The direction of the PCJ brought to the fore the initiative 
of the citizens and the slogan “To defend the freedom of 
individual thought”. The leaders of Zenroren, obeying the 
central direction of the PCJ, accepted such an instruction. 
Consequently, although a great number of union members 
were assembled in front of the Diet, the discourse of the 
unions was often forbidden. I think that it was humiliating 
for the union organisations.

Today, the PCJ, on the national level, only considers the 
unions as “vote collecting machines” for the next elections. 
The most encouraging fact for us is that the revolutionary 
workers, who struggle in solidarity with Zengakuren, are 
fighting to overcome this parliamentary distortion by the 
leaders of Zenroren, centred on the citizen, and they resist 
the pressure from the direction of Rengo.

To struggle, in particular, against the threat of a nucle-
ar war in Korea, you are preparing, with the JRCL, the 
55th International Anti-war Assembly in Japan, which 



50

will take place, 8 August, in several cities in Japan.

East Asia is now confronted with the danger of a nuclear 
war, resulting from the confrontation between Trump, who 
wants to stop Kim Jong Un from having nuclear interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, and is even preparing a “preventa-
tive” attack, and Kim, who franticly wants to equip his re-
gime with nuclear arms, fearing that the countries qualified 
as “rogue” by American imperialism will be destroyed.

In the Middle East, American, European and Russian lead-
ers continue their air attacks in the name of “the war on 
terror”, which should be called a genocidal war against 
Muslim peoples. And that’s not all; a nuclear arms race 
unrelentingly intensifies between the United States, on one 
side, and China-Russia on the other. The world of today is 
in crisis, which risks provoking a third world war and the 
nuclear annihilation of humanity, if the working class and 
peoples don’t fight to stop it. I hope that, on the basis of 
the consciousness of this crisis, the comrades of the whole 
world will struggle in solidarity with us. I think that it is 
essential to understand that the leaders of pacifist move-
ments and labour movements have, generally speaking, 
fallen into nationalism, under the pretext of “defending 

the country”. In consequence, a part of the working class 
and other people have also fallen into the trap of chauvin-
ist hate. It’s truly humiliating. This year marks the hun-
dredth anniversary of the Russian Revolution. Lenin made 
a radical criticism of the policy of “defence of the home-
land” and led the revolution. It is now time to relaunch 
his proletarian internationalism. After the death of Lenin, 
the Stalinist leaders destroyed his internationalism, in the 
name of “socialism in one country”, and their descendant, 
Gorbachev, finally buried the ideas of Marx and Lenin, in 
the name of “dis-ideologisation”. I think that, for anti-war 
militants, it is important to overcome Stalinism.

From 8 to 10 December, the 9th Open World Conference 
against war and exploitation will take place in Algiers. 
What do you think of it?

We, Zengakuren, have fought and will fight in solidarity 
with the peoples of the whole world who fight against their 
leaders that are imposing war, oppression and poverty. We 
will continue to struggle in solidarity beyond frontiers. 
Thank you for having given me the opportunity of being 
interviewed for your weekly newspaper.
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Could you give us a few elements on the situation in the 
Ivory Coast? Where are the repeated army mutinies 
coming from?

Yves: To understand, you have to go back to 1999. There 
was a coup d’état. Later, there was the post-electoral cri-
sis in 2010. People were recruited in the sub-region, in 
Burkina Faso and elsewhere, to help the current presiden-
tial camp. They say they had an agreement to get bonuses 
when the work was done. Things have been delayed. They 
demand twelve million francs CFA per person, ten million 
have been given. 

Tape Djedje: Those who demand bonuses are those who 
participated in the war in one camp or another, but they 
aren’t the only armed forces in the Ivory Coast. This could 
have other consequences. The majority of the armed forc-
es haven’t said anything yet, but it’s a silent majority: the 
gendarmerie, customs, water and forestry… It’s worrisome 
to think of what would happen if this majority, feeling 
abandoned, took up arms in turn. So, it’s the heritage of 
the civil war. 

Could you tell us if the causes are national or ties to 
interference?

Yves: we can say that this crisis is national and internation-
al. Those who have taken up arms are Ivorians; but also 
people of the sub-region, supported by the international 
community, notably France. For our part, we think that in-
terference has worsened the situation in the Ivory Coast.

Tape Djedje: It started during the presidency of Henri 
Konan Bédié, who succeeded Houphouët-Boigny. He had 
facing him a Prime Minister named by Houphouët who 
had political ambitions, Alassane Ouattara. He came from 
the IMF. He wanted the presidency of the Republic. Presi-
dent Bédié and he were forced to work together, but it was 
difficult for them to continue in the same direction. “Ivo-
rity” was completely fabricated by Henri Konan Bédié. 
It was aimed at a single individual, Alassane Ouattara, so 
that he wouldn’t be a presidential candidate. This created 
discontentment in the population and a part of the army. 

Yves Kodibo, general secretary of 
the National Union of Workers of the Ivory Coast (Unartrci)

Tape Djedje Apollinaire, assistant general secretary 
of the Unartrci, inter-union spokesman for civil servants.
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“The crisis in our country is national and international. 
Those who have taken up arms are Ivorians; but also people of the sub-region, 

supported by the international community, notably France.”

This led to a first coup d’état in 1999. General Gueï took 
power. He didn’t have to be a presidential candidate, but he 
nevertheless ran in 2000, and the candidature of Ouattara 
was discarded. But General Gueï was beaten, and Gbagbo 
won the election. Once elected, those who had been reject-
ed didn’t accept Gbagbo and tried to take power by force 
of arms. The country was divided in two: the rebellion in 
the North, Gbagbo in the South. In 2011, Ouattara came to 
power thanks to external support, following a long milita-
ro-political crisis.

What is the status of the conflict opposing civil servants 
and the government, notably concerning back pay?

Tape Djedje: The civil servants weren’t organised in an 
inter-union umbrella organisation and asked for their due 
individually. The key problem of back pay, not yet re-
solved, was born from 2007 to 2009, when social demands 
led President Gbagbo to sign a certain number of decrees 
for around eighty thousand civil servants. While in the cri-
sis, he came to an agreement with the union structures to 
initially pay 50% of the benefits of these decrees. At the 
end of the HIPC (1) dispositive, the other 50% would be 
paid. From 2007 to 2011, the civil servants should have 
seen 100% of their due. Sadly, in 2011, he was no longer 
in power. President Ouattara hadn’t signed these acts. In 
2012, the end point of the HIPC was reached, but instead 
of paying 100%, it was rather only 75% that was paid. It 
was only in 2014 that 100% was paid. During this period, 
promotions were unblocked (600 billion was spent). Ivori-
an salaries had been blocked since 1988, a quarter century! 
He thought that the unblocking would have led the civil 
servants to give up their back pay. But nearly two hundred 
fifty billion were owed to the civil servants.  To the great 
surprise of the government, the civil servants organised in 
umbrella unions: the Inter-union of the civil servants of 
the Ivory Coast, for which I am one of the spokespeople, 
and the Platform of professional unions of the public sec-
tor. 9 January 2017, we launched the general strike of the 
civil servants, because, before that, all the demands were 
ignored. From negotiation to negotiation, the state ended 
up recognising the debt of 249.6 billion.
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We had six major demands, of which the question of back 
pay was seen as the catalysing element:

- the revision of the 2012 order on pensions, widows no 
longer being automatically entitled to the pension – before, 
the payment began at the date of death, not at the date that 
the deceased would have retired;

-  the abolition of the death benefit;

- the large family allowances. The 2017 order resolved this;

- a hundred fifty index points: fifty thousand civil servants 
were concerned. The government acceded to this principle, 
which costs twenty-two billion per year;

- the question of union freedom: some ministers violate 
convention 87 of the International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) on union freedom, proceeding with administrative 
sanctions against union representatives. This was brought 
up by the president, 1 May, but not yet implemented;

The government finished by recognising the back pay as a 
debt (2). What could create the conditions for social calm 
is the proposition of a payment schedule acceptable to the 
parties.

Yves: There is also a point that hasn’t been satisfied, the 
salary tax. It’s the national contribution, which is a tax to 
pay the unemployed, but no unemployed person is paid, so 
it doesn’t help them.

You have become aware of the recent founding of a 
new union federation in South Africa, the Saftu (South 
African Federation of Trade Unions). How do you as-
sess this event? Do you foresee getting into contact with 
them?

Yves: The creation of a new centre in South Africa is im-
portant for us. Each structure has its way of defending the 
rights of workers. We want to congratulate those who cre-
ated it. The Cosatu is a centre that I know as well, but, at 
the same time, we can also propose a collaboration with 
them. I want to encourage them to continue, to strengthen 
their numbers, to develop their action. As it is foreseen that 
I go to South Africa, certainly, we could meet to develop a 
partnership. If they are invited to Algiers, during this world 

conference, we could also meet there to strengthen our re-
lations.

Tape Djedje: Union activity is dynamic; yesterday’s rep-
resentation doesn’t really reflect the representation of to-
day. For example, in the Ivory Coast, we had one union 
centre; today we have five. When the mother structures no 
longer respond to the concerns of the workers, they turn 
to other sectors. It’s a significant structure. The question 
of the miners, of their strike, was followed by the entire 
world. That those who were supposed to support them 
didn’t do so leads one to think differently and to demand 
full independence from them. The birth of this structure is 
welcome.

What do you expect from the Open World Conference 
against war and exploitation?

Yves: We will be at this conference, especially to speak 
against imperialism, which causes quite a bit of turmoil in 
countries with underground resources. We will be there to 
associate ourselves with all those who want to give their 
point of view on the question of the pillaging. This also 
causes plenty of wars in different countries. We must see 
how we can create a network on the world scale to be able 
to help each other.

Tape Djedje: Revolutions take diverse forms. Opposing 
imperialism is, today, the union form. We cannot call for 
the taking up arms to oppose one project or another. We 
present our opinions by taking positions and legally consti-
tuted actions, since union action is written into the funda-
mental laws of the ILO, and therefore the UN. Using union 
actions and sharing our visions of the question of imperi-
alism is something to encourage. The coming together of 
Unatrci with our South African brothers would be an addi-
tional contribution to the cause of those who are weakest 
and who see themselves crushed each day by the strongest.

___________________

(1) HIPC: heavily indebted poor countries, in the terminology of 
the IMF and the World Bank.

(2) According to the latest information, the government wants 
to impose a calendar of payment spread out over eight years, 
coupled with a social truce of five years.
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There is talk of the discovery significant hydrocarbon 
deposits in Senegal that will soon be exploited. What’s 
going on?

Indeed, the confirmed quantities of oil and gas already po-
sition our country among the great producers. Certain dis-
coveries are straddling the border with Mauritania, which 
imposes an agreement between Mauritania and Senegal for 
a common exploitation. Such cases, in the world in general, 
and particularly in Africa, are the object of incursions by 
the hidden forces of capital to create all sorts of conflicts, 
instabilities and even civil wars between the countries con-
cerned, with the sole goal of grabbing up resources. If need 
be, it is up to the popular social forces to remain vigilant.

When the discoveries were made, but not yet made 
public, the company Total wanted to close the only re-
finery of the country, which it was using, claiming that 
it was dilapidated. How do you explain this intention? 
What battle did you lead?

If you knew perfectly that Senegal was rich in oil deposits, 
the multinationals were also aware. This is what explains 
the systematic refusal to invest in the refinery on the part 
of the multinationals, Total, Shell and Mobil, in order to 
put it “on its knees”, to then pull out. Thus, Total, which 
was responsible for technical assistance, didn’t hesitate to 
put an end to it, believing that it could spell the end of the 
African Refining Company (SAR).

“Total believed it had succeeded in spelling the end of the 
African Refining Company (SAR) (…). President Macky 
Sall has just acceded to our demand, by committing him-
self to the taking back of Sonacos, Transrail and now the 
SAR, to relaunch the chemical industries in Senegal in-
stead of closing them.”

This attitude of the multinationals was perceived by the 
oil and gas union, affiliated with the CNTS/FC, as well 
as by all the workers of the oil sector, as a challenge and 
the keeping of the SAR as a struggle for sovereignty. The 
union’s watchword, “No to the closing of the SAR”, has 

Cheikh Diop, general secretary of the union centre CNTS/FC
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“The colonial conception of the mining code is no longer acceptable”

had great success and a flawless mobilisation. Indeed, con-
scious of the unspoken objectives of these multinationals 
and their allies, the IMF and the World Bank, to confine us 
in the position of eternal exporter of large quantities of low 
cost, high quality raw material and eternal importer of very 
costly finished goods, we led this fight with determination 
for four years.

The closing of our refinery would bring with it, among 
other consequences: the direct and indirect elimination of 
over a thousand jobs; the worsening of our balance of pay-
ments; the raising the unemployment rate. However, the 
West would reduce its unemployment rate by significant-
ly increasing its exports. The unionist’s mission would be 
stunted if it limited itself to the simple defence of the ma-
terial and moral interests of workers. Our action is also that 
of the peoples. This is what has brought us to lead this fight 
of “rectifying bad policies of privatisation, as well as re-
launching sectors and companies in difficulty” since 2013.

It’s notably a question of rectifying the privatisation of the 
most important companies of our economy: the National 
Society for Oilseed Commercialisation of Senegal (Sona-
cos), which controls the whole of the peanut industry; 
Transrail, for the management of the national rail network 
and the Senegal-Mali transnational network; the Sodefitex, 
which manages all of the growing and production of cotton 
in Senegal; the Chemical Industries of Senegal (ICS), etc.

How can it be understood that, after having taken charge of 
the restructuration of the Sonacos, at a cost of four billion, 
the state gave it to Jabert, a very close childhood friend of 
Karim Wade, the son of former president Wade, for only 
four billion francs CFA? Its holdings are estimated at near-
ly a hundred billion. All the other privatisations played out 
in identical or worse conditions: a true selling off of our 
national patrimony.

The CNTS/FC poised to win all its fights on the “rectifying 
of the bad policies of privatisation”. President Macky Sall 
has just acceded to our demand, by committing himself to 
the taking back of Sonacos, Transrail and now the SAR, 
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to relaunch the chemical industries in Senegal instead of 
closing them, by means of a buyer that has accepted to 
invest in them. At present, the ICS are in the process of de-
finitively getting themselves out of difficulty, saving over 
twenty thousand direct and indirect jobs, boosting several 
tens of small and mid-sized businesses.

In a referendum, the government introduced a new 
right of the Senegalese citizens, a right to natural re-
sources. What does it consist in?

Among the reforms to the Constitution in the last refer-
endum of 2016 figures the recognition of new rights for 
citizens, including the “right to a healthy environment, to 
their natural resources and their land holdings”.  It must 
be the object of an organic law, which we are still waiting 
for. It consists, according to our understanding, in benefit-
ing the native populations whose territory contains natural 
resources with the usufruct of the exploitation of these re-
sources, while ensuring the protection of the environment.

Beyond the correct sharing of resources, all the mining 
contract that are made must be published, so as to be sure 
that the interests of the people are not injured. Until now, 
they have been secret.

In addition to these aspects, citizens now have rights to 
their land holdings: the “occupying permits”, precarious 
titles that are revocable at the pleasure of the state, are 
transformed into “land titles”. Our union confederation 
remains very watchful of the effectiveness of these new 
citizen rights, which have been very favourably received 
by the poorest social strata.

Natural resources, and chiefly oil, have aroused keen 
interest on the part of imperialism and its multination-
als. What do you think could be done in Senegal so that 
oil exploitation benefits the Senegalese people?

It’s true that the order pre-established by imperialism and 
the forces of capital confiscates the sovereign rights of peo-
ples to their natural resources in general, mineral resources 
in particular. It’s a fight for national sovereignty that the 
peoples, the labour movement and particularly its leaders, 
must lead and win. Senegal is a democratic country, with 
a very critical civil society and a pioneer union movement 
in West Africa, which began its struggle in colonial times.

To this is added our conception of society, which obeys a 
structuration based on social stabilisers such as religious or 
traditional chiefs. To achieve victory, if is necessary for all 
of the activist movement (unions, the progressive political 
class, civil society) to carry out the fight for transparent 
management and good governance of mineral resources, 
particularly oil. This is the reason why the labour move-
ment of the petroleum sector, the leader of this fight, must 
be supported, imbued with the policies and practices of 
transparent management of oil resources of countries that 
have succeeded in pulling their chestnuts from the fire, to 
exploit their mineral resources to their advantage. Senegal 
must, all while considering what is happening elsewhere, 
take into account our own realities and valorise our cre-
ativity.

The putting into place of the Committee of Orientation and 
Strategy for the management of petroleum and gas (COS/
Pétrogas), essentially composed of eminent experts in the 
matter, expresses the will of the state to provide a good 

policy of management petroleum resources. In any case, 
the labour movement remains vigilant.

There are gold mines in Senegal, exploited by multi-
nationals. Some speak of a “state within a state” that 
escapes all control by the authorities, not to mention 
the absence of union rights. How do you assess the sit-
uation?

The gold mines of Senegal are found in Kédougou, on 
the border with Mali. We observe a near total absence of 
unions here. This stems from the ferocious hostility of to 
all forms of activism. We are liable as leaders of the Sene-
galese labour movement; we have the duty to fix this.

The true problem of Senegal is its outdated mining code. 
Its colonial conception is no longer acceptable. Until now, 
the mining code, which regulates the exploitation of natu-
ral resources: gold, zircon, phosphate, etc., grants all the 
advantages to the multinationals. The fight of the CNTS/
FC concerns the revision of the mining code, so that our 
country, and above all the populations living in areas with 
mineral deposits, in a situation of precarity and extreme 
poverty, exploited as cheap labour, can benefit from their 
underground wealth.

The new Mining Code must imperatively remove all con-
fidentiality clauses and rigorously apply the newly rec-
ognised rights of citizens in matter of natural resources. In 
all the areas with gold mining sites, such as Sabdola, Gora, 
Msato, Khossanto and Kharakhéna, we regularly observe 
confrontations between local gold panners and mining ex-
ploiters or administrative authorities, which sometimes 
lead to the loss of human lives. They result from the ever 
more frequent restrictions of the gold mining sites reserved 
for the populations. 

The gold mines of the region of Kédougou, instead of 
being a blessing on the populations, are in many ways a 
curse. The crowding and poverty, with the corollaries of 
prostitution, sexually transmitted diseases (STD’s) and 
AIDS, are the daily lot of these populations. The children 
leave school to work the mines.

You evoked the perspective of a “coalition of social 
forces”, outside the institutional political parties, to 
permit a political representation of the workers. How 
is that coming?   

It was during a trip in 2015 to attend a conference of Af-
rican unions that are members of the Panaf, in Kigali, that 
the proposition was made to me to reflect on a list of work-
ers for the 2017 legislative elections.

We realised that, indeed, this twelfth legislature on its way 
out has been one of the most mediocre legislatures in the 
history of Senegal. The debates that were led were sterile. 
They didn’t consider the social or economic concerns of 
the populations and the labouring masses. We ended up 
concluding that there was a gap to fill. Strengthened by 
this observation, we got into contact with comrades to find 
the ways and means susceptible to lead to a real represen-
tation of the workers in the Assembly. This coalition thus 
presented itself as a credible alternative to the institutional 
political parties, which have been increasingly deserted by 
the populations.

The comrades trusted me with the responsibility leading 
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the list of the coalition “Daan Doole” (“Labouring Mass-
es”). The political parties met to discuss the number of 
signatures needed (thirty-thousand) for the independent 
candidatures, with the number of the voting card, while the 
vast majority of cards hadn’t yet been published. To this is 
added the constraint of covering all of the national territo-
ry, which isn’t asked of other parties. We must also make a 

security deposit of fifteen million francs CFA.

Although having raised the hopes and passions of the pop-
ulations all the way to the remote reaches of the country, 
it wasn’t possible for us to materialise this project of the 
Daan Doole coalition for these legislative elections.

Throughout last year, tens of thousands of civil ser-
vants were fired, including militants of the Eğitim-Sen 
(Education and Science Workers’ Union), who were 
particularly targeted. Could you explain to our readers 
the real situation, particularly for your union?

The constitutional and legal rules, which are considered 
as obstacles for the government, were “suspended”, sup-
posedly do to the “state of emergency” in the country. The 
unions, professional associations, democratic institutions, 
the press, radio and television media that didn’t support 
the government were confronted with strong pressure and 
threats. 

Because of the numerous decree-laws that were adopted, 
hundreds of thousands of civil servants were removed from 
their posts and new regulations concerning public services 
were put into place. If we only consider the decree-laws 
by which the members of Eğitim-Sen were fired, 1,550 
workers in the domains of science and education were dis-
missed. 142 were obliged to retire. 1,398 continue to ask 
us for financial aid. 265 are university workers, 1,133 are 
teachers under the National Education ministry.

What are the principal objectives, actions and demands 
of the Eğitim-Sen and the KESK (1), your confedera-
tion?

What role is the union movement playing in the resis-
tance to Erdogan?

The Eğitim-Sen has always fought for democratic, secular, 

Feray Aytekin Aydogan, president of the Education and Science Workers’ Union (Eğitim-Sen)
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free and public education in the native tongue. We fight 
against child labour and the privatisation of education. For 
example, most schools have been transformed into Imam-
Hatip schools; the program strays considerably from 
what is normally taught in science, there is discrimination 
against children belonging to different religious groups. 
The existence of our union, Eğitim-Sen, and our confed-
eration, KESK, has become a target for the government, 
which takes all this into account, since these organisations 
are seen as a serious obstacle to the projects of the govern-
ment.

Have you planned to take international initiatives to 
call for the solidarity of the union movement in the 
world?

The most important element for us in this process is to pro-
vide information and to share it with the rest of the world, 
because we need to reinforce our struggle with the organi-
sations that support us. Until now, we have always said that 
solidarity and international support make us stronger. It is 
for this reason that it is very important in the coming peri-
od that there be solidarity on the financial and legal levels, 
as well as in action.

Hundreds of thousands of people supported the demon-
stration at the end of June that demanded the liberation 
of thousands of members of the opposition, the lifting 
of the state of emergency and the nullification of the 
April referendum giving full powers to Erdogan. What 
forces participated in this march (2)? What was the im-
pact of this march on the political situation in Turkey?
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It is necessary to mention that each and every democratic 
action to put an end to the oppression is vital. The majority 
of the society, which doesn’t accept the AKP system (3), 
participated in the march for justice. The Eğitim-Sen and 
our confederation KESK have always supported the idea 
of justice for all, and we consider that this march initiated 
for justice is an important step. In terms of the political 
balance in Turkey, it can be said that the AKP has had the 
unpleasant experience of passing from an overwhelming 
majority facing a minority opposition to a situation where 
there is now a large majority that opposes the policies of 
the AKP. The balance of political forces is reversed, the 
opposition is no longer a minority. You could say that the 
AKP is in a shaky position, since the majority of the pop-
ulation has now swung to the opposition to the policies of 
the AKP.

The ILC is organising an open world conference against 
war and exploitation in December. What do you think 

of this initiative? Will you participate?

The goal of the Eğitim-Sen, since its foundation, has been 
the defence of peace against war, fair and equal treatment 
against exploitation. Up to the present day, we can say that 
we have been a part of and participated in the movement 
for peace and against exploitation, and we will express 
these ideas, if the conditions permit.

_________________

(1) The KESK is a civil service union confederation. In Turkey, 
public and private sector unions are distinct.

(2) The march from Ankara to Istanbul was initiated by the party 
CHP, a nationalist party of Kemalist origin, on the demands spo-
ken of in the question. It received a massive support. A million 
demonstrators were assembled in Istanbul.

(3) AKP: Erdogan’s party, Islamist.
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How is the current offensive against by imperialism 
against the national sovereignty of Venezuela perceived 
in your country, Chile?

In the first place, it must be reminded that North American 
imperialism, in recent times, has had to give up part of 
its positions in Latin America. Now its leadership has also 
suffered setbacks in the world, notably with the upsurge 
of China. In commercial matters, for example, the subject 
of free-trade treaties has recently provoked major disrup-
tions. We saw it in Chile when our own president (1) threw 
herself into defending them. In other words, she began 
defending the indefensible. It seems that the goal of the 
United States, and the policies of Trump in particular, is to 
try to take back the lost positions. And it couldn’t be more 
obvious than in Venezuela. The interests in Venezuela are 
enormous and multiple, if only in connection with oil. It’s 
a way in for the setting up North American hegemony in 
Latin America.

From the point of view of the labour movement, Ecuador, 
Venezuela, Bolivia, Argentina and Brazil were support 
points. Sadly, the situation today is no longer the same. 
In Chile, we looked to these countries, it was a perspec-
tive, an opening… especially toward Venezuela, and we 
see with horror that the horizons darken, that things could 
become even worse than they are already. We have heard 
the declarations by Trump: they are authentic declarations 
of war. It would be terrible, not only for Venezuela, but for 
Latin America and the entire world. This process worries 
us greatly. But there is no hesitation from the movements 
of the left in Chile. Unity is long from being obtained in 
the left on many questions, but not on that of the defence of 
Venezuela. One way or another, the mobilisation is organ-
ised. On the other side, imperialism’s hand is quite strong.

Significant mobilisations are underway in Chile against 
the private pension funds – known through the plat-
form “Down with the AFP!” – in which your federation 
plays a major role. What is the next step in this fight?

We are now in an intense pre-electoral period, with the 
presidential, general and regional elections in November. 
In this context, we have decided, in a concerted manner, 
in the framework of the National Coordination (2), that the 
fight against the pension funds wouldn’t be watered down 
because of the elections. This is why we addressed our-
selves to all the candidates for them to give their opinion 
on the subject. Those on the right, those on the left, includ-
ing that of the Frente amplio – who once took up our al-

Javier Marquez Gomez, co-leader of the Confederation of Banking Workers and Assimilated Unions (Csteba)
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ternative proposition for a pay-as-you-go solidarity-based 
social security system, but who sadly found himself mar-
ginalised in the primaries and also strongly attacked by the 
sectors of the right and the representatives of employers.  
The attacks never concern the substance, since we have 
demonstrated in our alternative proposition that the pay-
as-you-go system was viable until, at least 2100… This is 
where we’re at. We have succeeded in widening the fight 
to become popular and national. Now, we just have to win!

The CNT is also organising a citizen referendum for three 
days at the end of September. Two questions will be posed: 
Do you want a mandatory AFP pension fund system? Or 
do you want a solidarity-based pay-as-you-go system. The 
college of professors of Chile has accepted to provide its 
premises, throughout the country, as well as union seats 
participating in the Coordination, our different spokespeo-
ple, etc. We have a good hope of having a significant par-
ticipation, a way to continue our combat, after the large 
demonstrations of the last two years.

In what way is this combat decisive, including on the 
terrain of the struggle against imperialist influences?

Things are interconnected. Concerning the pension system 
in Chile, we are perfectly aware that the interests involved 
are enormous, because, in reality, the great capitalists, na-
tional as well as international, feed off of these funds to 
which the workers are required to contribute. They are de-
cisive funds for the self-financing of capital. This allows 
them to have fresh money. We are perfectly well founded 
in thinking that this capital serves to feed the markets of 
arms and war. And we know that this situation is not exclu-
sive to Chile. Fights are being led against similar systems 
in Argentina, Brazil and certainly elsewhere in the world. 
It is exactly in this framework that we responded to the call 
to participate in the 9th Open World Conference of the ILC 
in Algiers, since the struggles against imperialism and war 
are at the centre of our destiny, of that of the peoples and 
that of the working class. The fight is led on the national 
terrain, but undoubtedly on international terrain as well.

____________________

(1) The socialist Michel Bachelet was re-elected for a second 
term – non-consecutive with the first – in March 2014, for four 
years (translator’s note).

(2) Called the Coordinadora nacional de los trabajadores “Aba-
jo las AFP!” (CNT) created in 2013 (translator’s note)
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How would you characterise the situation in Venezue-
la?

The whole of the world situation is marked by the offensive 
of imperialism in crisis to destroy social rights and Labour 
Codes, to privatise and dismantle nations. And currently, 
it’s on Venezuela that is concentrated this contradictory 
aspect of the world situation that combines a major offen-
sive by imperialism on the path of the destruction of rights 
and conquests, to try to recuperate in all ways possible the 
ground that it has lost due to the struggle of oppressed na-
tions and peoples and the working class, even as American 
imperialism finds itself in a deep crisis.

Concerning the situation peculiar to Venezuela, one could 
criticise the form and manner with which the Constituent 
Assembly was created. The Maduro government is none-
theless confronted with an institutional crisis. The National 
Assembly, elected in December 2015, is composed of a 
two-thirds majority of an imperialist opposition. This as-
sembly has started a fight against the executive – against 
Maduro himself – and against the judicial power: this is 
what is called an institutional crisis.

In the background: the economic disorganisation and the 
boycott organised by the local bourgeoisie on food prod-
ucts, basic necessities, medicine, etc., which the govern-
ment – it must be said – hasn’t succeeded in halting be-
cause it hasn’t broken its ties with the bourgeoisie and has 
tried to find agreements – agreements that, by the way, are 
methodically torn apart by the bourgeoisie. It was faced 
with this situation, and under pressure from American im-
perialism and its following of the lackey governments of 
the region, that Maduro resorted to convening elections for 
a Constituent Assembly, thus calling to a higher power.

The significant fact is that eight million Venezuelans then 
participated in this election for the Constituent, a million 
more than Maduro had obtained in the presidential elec-
tion.

Julio Turra, member of the executive board of the CUT, Member of the coordination of the ILC
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And the intervention of imperialism?

Faced with the violence of the opposition, which disposes 
of its own militias and attacks hospitals, schools, barracks, 
etc., to then present itself as the victim “of brutal oppres-
sion from a dictator”, Maduro called to the masses to vote 
in the elections to the Constituent Assembly, and eight mil-
lion came out.

The right thus lost its influence over the street demonstra-
tions after these elections. There hasn’t been a violent mo-
bilisation for a month. The opposition then tried to estab-
lish a parallel government, with the support of embassies 
and by sending its deputies throughout the world – Macron 
has just met with two of these right-wing deputies. The 
ex-attorney general – a former Chavist who switched sides 
– was recently hosted by the public power in Brazil with 
the honours of a quasi-head of state. Having left Venezu-
ela with her husband, who is under judicial investigation, 
they are doing a tour together in Latin America, especially 
in countries with right-wing regimes, calling for American 
intervention, calling for the economic blockade, etc.

In these circumstances, we are unconditionally for the de-
fence of the oppressed Venezuelan nation against imperial-
ism, even if Trump really doesn’t have the political means 
for a military intervention in Venezuela. He has threats, 
the State Department affirming that “he isn’t ruling out the 
military option”, but it’s a way of putting pressure on the 
regimes of the countries surrounding Venezuela to rein-
force their economic blockade.

What are the effects of the blockade?

The effects of the blockade are quite significant: the sanc-
tions adopted by Washington prevent the arrival many 
ocean cargos that normally provide the country with basic 
resources. Today, the cargo ships that berth at La Guaira – 
the country’s principal port – are mostly Russian, Chinese, 
and a few cargos from Europe, but not all of Europe, be-
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cause there are henchmen in Europe such as Macron who 
align themselves with the United States. We are before a 
country that is economically surrounded and where the ini-
tiative has passed back into the hands of the government. 
But this Bonapartist government – as I already said – is 
trying to pass an accord with the local bourgeoisie, even 
though they are completely subservient to the interests of 
American imperialism. The situation is thus impossible 
from this point of view.

The action by our Venezuelan friends, in the Constitu-
ent Assembly, is an independent political position in the 
sense that they are ready to stand together with Maduro, 
Chavism, the official party PSUV (Unified Socialist Party 
of Venezuela), while developing their own positions in the 
Constituent Assembly. Two subjects are already the object 
of important discussions: the question of the non-payment 
of the foreign debt and that of the conflict between, on one 
side, the deputies in the Constituent that defend the inter-
ests of private capital because, according to them, labour 
standards must be made flexible to attract needed invest-
ment, and , on the other side, the deputies who fight to 
preserve all the worker conquests, obtained by hard-fought 
struggle during the eighteen years of Chavism in Venezu-
ela. For example, Venezuela wrote the “irremovability of 
employment” and the mobility of salaries in function of 
inflation into its labour laws – the current problem being 
that inflation has exploded. It is the highest in the world 
– worse than that of the Weimar Republic in the interwar 
period! It is, on average, around +500% per year! To which 
is added speculation and sabotage. So, the situation is ter-
rible.

Immediate measures must also be taken to re-establish a 
minimal functioning of the economy, which is tied to the 
use of resources rather than the payment of the debt, to 
investments in the national economy.

What are the consequences on the continent?

The process in Venezuela directly affects the countries of 
Latin America, from north to south, from Mexico to Ar-
gentina. It must be said that in Mexico, for example, Lopez 
Obrador has distanced himself from Maduro. His position 
consists in declaring “Neither Trump nor Maduro”! How-
ever, this concerns the masses in Latin America who, after 
Cuba, always look to Venezuela. If the “Bolivarian revo-
lution” is defeated under pressure from imperialism, the 
peoples of Latin America will be in a very bad position.

And this, in a situation where the imperialist policy of “re-
conquest” of positions has scored points, as in Argentina 
with the Macri government, in Brazil with the coup d’état 

by the putschist government of Temer and even in Ecua-
dor, where the successor in whom Correa had put his con-
fidence, Lenin Moreno, has distanced himself from Ven-
ezuela, in open conflict with Morena at this moment. In 
Columbia, the right government of Santos – which passed 
an accord with first the FATC, which has been converted 
into a political party; then with the ELN – is totally aligned 
with Washington.

In this scenario, what happens in Venezuela will directly 
affect all the countries of Latin America, Brazil in partic-
ular, the processes in one country being intimately tied to 
the other. The same political forces that organised the coup 
d’état in Brazil are those that have organised the violent 
demonstrations in Venezuela for months and months. It 
isn’t by chance that Maduro, when he speaks, regularly 
attacks the putschist government of Brazil: “What right 
does Temer have, in Brazil, to criticise Venezuela for its 
lack of democracy, when we have organised twenty elec-
tions in Venezuela and Chavism has only lost two? There 
are elections in Venezuela all the time, while in Brazil the 
government is the fruit of a coup d’état!” And even the 
media deforms the entire situation, which weighs on the 
consciousness of the masses in Brazil, Venezuela and else-
where.

What actions have been taken in Brazil in support of 
the Venezuelan people?

We have created, in Brazil, a committee for peace in Vene-
zuela, in which we participate based on our positions in the 
unions and the PT. At this committee’s first public event, a 
comrade from PT-ist Dialog and Action (DAP), signatory 
of the call for the 9th Open World Conference, an official 
representative of the PT, at the podium, a representative of 
the Landless Movement (MST), and myself, in the name 
of the CUT, participated. In my speech, I explained that 
we were indeed a committee for peace in Venezuela, not 
only in the pacifist sense, but also in the sense that, while 
we are celebrating the centennial of the Russian Revo-
lution, we recall that this revolution was based on three 
essential watchwords: peace, bread and land. War is the 
policy of American imperialism. War is present throughout 
the world, which is why we are organising, in Algiers, a 
conference against war and exploitation. We have a strong 
interest in reinforcing the conference convened in Cara-
cas, 16 and 17 September, on the terrain of the common 
anti-imperialist front, for the defence of the nation against 
imperialism. In this way, the defence of the Venezuelan 
nation against imperialism is the starting point of any ini-
tiative against war and exploitation on the Latin American 
continent.
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Last 6 and 7 September, significant mobilisations took 
place in several cities… Can you explain this sudden 
rise in the “temperature”? What are the demands? 
What are the perspectives for the situation?

These last demonstrations by the population, indeed mas-
sive, came in the wake of those of 19 August 2017 organ-
ised by the National Pan-African Party (PNP) of Tikpi 
Atchadam, and which were violently repressed (seven 
dead, significant material damages, arrests followed by 
condemnations…).

 The popular mobilisation of 6 and 7 September had for 
principal demand, other than the liberation of the arrest-
ed demonstrators, the return to the original Constitution of 
1992, approved by 97% of the Togolese people and “made 
over” in 2002 by a rump assembly, essentially to be rid 
of the presidential term limit (five years, once renewable). 
This demand, which concentrates the more nebulous de-
mand for “institutional, constitutional and electoral re-
forms”, in reality expresses the will of the people to be 
rid of a regime put into place by French imperialism in 
1963, three years after the independence of the country, 
through the organisation of a military coup d’état during 
which Sylvanus Olympio, the first democratically elected 
president, was assassinated. Since this date, the country 
has basically lived under the yoke of a corrupt autocracy 
symbolised by General Gnassingbé Eyadema, who died 
in 2005 after twenty-eight years in power to be replaced 
three months later by his son, Faure Gnassingbé, through 
a bloody presidential “election” of succession that caused 
between 800 and 1,000 deaths (which would correspond to 
8,000 or 10,000 victims in France, the population of Togo 
being around six million inhabitants!).

Characterised by a constant degradation of the living con-
ditions of the Togolese workers, youth and people, sub-
jected to the devastating effects of programmes from inter-
national financial institutions, it’s this over half a century 
of political, economic and social oppression, maintained 
by corruption and electoral fraud, that the people want to 
get out of, by once again massively mobilising, after the 

Norbert Gbikpi-Bénissan, national secretary of the Democratic Workers’ Party of the cities and the countryside – PADET, 
Member of the coordination of the ILC
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failure of the “democratic transition” in the beginning of 
the 1990s. 

This is the real meaning of the marches of 6 and 7 Septem-
ber 2017 that mobilised in the capital Lomé alone, accord-
ing to reasonable estimates, between 100 and 150 thousand 
demonstrators (which would correspond to over a million 
in France). “Fifty years is enough!” proclaimed numerous 
placards. Despite the governmental announcements of 
constitutional revisions (the powers took stock of the sit-
uation), the mobilisation doesn’t seem to need to weaken: 
the political parties that, in 1991, had put Eyadema back in 
the saddle, when the people demanded his departure, have 
their backs against the wall.

According to the latest news, the security forces have once 
again used tear gas to disperse the demonstrators: which 
seems to foretell the way that the powers that be, as is their 
habit, intend to respond to a situation that could very well 
be characterised as pre-insurrectional…

What can you tell us about the socio-economic context?

Since the end of the 1980s, the governments have con-
stantly turned to the IMF, the World Bank and the other 
economic and financial institutions of capitalist globalisa-
tion to fulfil the conditions of repaying a foreign debt that 
doesn’t stop increasing, a consequence of the disastrous 
economic policies of the 1970s, at the epoch of the price 
“boom” of phosphate products (phosphates constitute the 
principal mining resource of Togo). Despite (and because 
of) a reduction of the country’s debt at the end of 2011 in 
the framework of the HIPC (Heavily Indebted Poor Coun-
tries) by the IMF, Togo is today the most indebted coun-
try of the Economic Community of West Africa (ECOW-
AS): the debt represented 49% of GDP in 2012, over 61% 
(1,060 billion FCFA) in 2016 and 63% foreseen for 2017. 
An institution of “economic oversight” has calculated that 
the interest on this debt is over 42 million FCFA per day! 
The 2017 budget will consecrate 14% to the repayment of 
the debt, while the standard fixed by ECOWAS is 4%!
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In these conditions, it isn’t astonishing that the public 
hospitals are “death houses”, as public opinion says; that 
schools are “going down the drain”; that student scholar-
ships, already notoriously insufficient, are falling incomes; 
that the territorial administration is unable to even modest-
ly electrify all the cities and the countryside; that over 60% 
of the population lack drinkable water and the inundations 
by seasonal rains cause, even on the outskirts of the capi-
tal, hundreds of disaster victims; and that nearly 60 percent 
of the population live below the poverty line…

The ensuing permanent situation of social discontent is 
therefore the result of the conduct of public affairs by a 
deeply illegitimate power that has applied, for decades, the 
adjustment programmes of international institutions, plans 
of extreme poverty and social regression, whatever they 
might be called: structural adjustment plans (the sinister 
SAPs), the poverty reduction strategy documents (PRS), 
or the strategy for accelerated growth and the promotion of 
employment (Scape), etc.

The determination of the popular mobilisation develop-
ing at this moment, with an intransigence that surprises 
the powerful and privileged, in a country that was said to 
be tired of contestation and strikes, is the expression of 
the fact that the workers, the youth and the people are fed 
up after having lived for fifty years under the heal of an 
oppressive regime that has betrayed their most legitimate 
aspirations.

Precisely what is the role of the youth in this mobilisa-
tion?

It has been a constant in the history of Togo that the youth 
(as well as women and workers) have contributed to the 
popular mobilisations to satisfy profound aspirations, long 
stifled and denied by the political powers (be they colonial 
or neo-colonial, still submissive to the orders and interests 
of imperialism). In 1990, it was the revolt of the youth that 
unleashed and gave the first expression to the popular de-
mand for the re-establishment of fundamental freedoms, 
for the rule of law and democracy, which forced the dicta-

torial power of Eyadema to pull back for the first time, by 
granting the conditions that led to the Constitution of 1992.

Recently, the peaceful mobilisation for the improvement 
of study conditions (repressed by the authorities), young 
people in the Togolese League for Student Rights (LTDE) 
reanimated a dynamic that also fed the determination of 
the current movement of contestation in which the youth 
are massively involved and, through their uncompromis-
ing slogans calling for the end of the regime, give it an 
intransigent character.

What is the position of your organisation, the Demo-
cratic Workers’ Party (Padet) concerning the current 
movement?

As we don’t fight for interests distinct from those of the 
people, our party (whose motto, “For the Republic, social-
ism and democracy” clearly defines the political conditions 
for the satisfaction of these interests) can only support and 
participate in the powerful popular mobilisation that, once 
again, expresses the rejection of the regime of oppression 
that imperialism has installed and nourished in Togo since 
1953. Even more so, as the demand for a return to the orig-
inal Constitution of 1992 that animates the movement has 
been a central demand of the party since its foundation in 
2013, reaffirmed on several occasions and, notably, before 
the last presidential election (April 2015), in a solemn dec-
laration titled “To refuse the return to the Constitution of 
1992 is to consciously risk leading the nation into chaos!”

Furthermore, as a participant the 9th Open World Con-
ference (OWC) organised for December 2017 in Algiers 
by the International Liaison Committee of workers and 
peoples, the Padet will contribute to the exchange of ex-
periences, aiming to help the victorious resistance of the 
workers, the youth and the peoples of the world against the 
destructive forces of capitalism, in accordance with the ob-
jectives of the conference, this new episode in the struggle 
of the workers, the youth and an African people for their 
emancipation from the yoke of the power established and 
supported by imperialism for fifty years.
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What is the situation today in South Africa – Azania? 
What’s happening with the crisis in the government?

It is worsening and intensifying. The crisis of capitalism 
today is expressed in a government that is supposed to 
have been democratically elected to represent the Black 
majority. It must be recalled that the current government 
came out of the 1994 “Kempton Park” Codesa accord for 
“a democratic future”. These accords were signed between 
the former leaders of the apartheid regime and the ANC, 
represented by Nelson Mandela, who would become the 
president of South Africa. The backbone of this accord was 
that the right to vote was granted to Blacks, but not the 
land.

A status quo was set up, concerning the economic and po-
litical situation. Thus, the major and essential demands of 
the Black majority were never met, neither during the ex-
ercises of the Mandela government nor of that of M’Beki. 
The Black majority aspired to the effective expropriation 
of the major white landowners and to possess the immense 
underground resources of the country: gold and diamonds. 
The support Mandela benefitted from then allowed him to 
explain to the Black majority that these essential demands 
had to wait.

Once the presidencies of Mandela and M’Beki were over, 
it quickly became apparent that the presidency of Zuma 
(the current president) served the personal and immedi-
ate interests of Zuma, his family and his friends. To this 
day, seven-hundred judicial proceedings have been opened 
against the current president. He placed at the controls of 
the government and state not those who had the necessary 
skills, but members of his family and friends, each more 
incompetent than the other, who worked for their own ben-
efit, far from the interests of the population.

The majority of the ministers he has named are personal 
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“Never, since the end of apartheid, has the Black majority been so poor.”

lackeys who are accountable to him and not the Constitu-
tion.

This situation of corruption has led the Parliament to re-
fuse a unanimous vote of confidence over six times. The 
situation of the government is at the origin of the current 
situation. Zuma has notably propelled a billionaire Indian 
family, to which he has granted a series of gifts and eco-
nomic favours. The Gupta family has itself placed a num-
ber of ministers in the government.

The general feeling of the population today is that the coun-
try is on automatic pilot, without a responsible government 
to face the dramatic situation in which it is plunged. This 
state of corruption has pushed many leaders of the ANC to 
revolt against it. Zuma is the political product of the frame-
work put into place by the Kempton Park accords, notably 
because the ANC decided to follow a policy in accordance 
with the satisfaction of capitalist interests.

Past years have clearly shown that the richest have become 
even richer while the Black majority hasn’t stopped getting 
poorer, and its situation has worsened. This policy explains 
why there are no Black billionaires. Never, since the end of 
apartheid, has the Black majority been so poor. The latest 
national statistics unveiled by the government are eloquent: 
unemployment has reached over 40%, it is over 70% in the 
Black majority. The youth is particularly affected. Young 
graduates without work are more and more numerous.

The demonstrations multiply throughout the country for 
access to employment, to electricity, to water! The situa-
tion is explosive.

What’s going on with the Saftu, the newly created union 
centre?

The Marakina massacre, in August 2012, created a new 
consciousness in the labour movement. I’ll explain: until 
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Marikana, the Cosatu and the Numsa were the reference 
for the working class. The Cosatu was tied to the ANC 
and the South African Communist Party. And the Cosatu 
had subordinated the demands to the policies of the ANC 
government. It considered the government as an ally and 
not as the employer of civil servants, and so it didn’t carry 
forward any of their demands.

Due to the ties with the capitalism in place, the alliance of 
the Cosatu with the government has become an alliance 
with management. In the Codesa agreements, a measure 
authorised employers to lockout factories in the event of a 
strike, which amounted to calling into question the work-
ers’ right to strike. When, in 2012, police forces, under or-
ders from employers, killed thirty-four miners on strike in 
Lonmin, in the Rosterberg region, the miners’ union NUM 
took a position against the miners and supported the po-
lice and bosses. This provoked an earthquake within the 
Cosatu. The union Numsa denounced the position of the 
NUM and Cosatu.

The Marikana events clearly updated the relations between 
the government, the Cosatu and the forces of repression of 
big business.

The question of union independence was clearly posed: 
should the union organisations correspond to the expecta-
tions of management or carry the demands of the workers? 
The Numsa was then expelled from the Cosatu. Eight oth-
er unions then decided to leave the Cosatu because they 
shared the position of union independence that the Numsa 
had defended. A discussion was engaged between these 
unions coming from the Cosatu and other autonomous 
unions around this central question of the defence of the 
workers’ demands. This led to the creation of a new fed-
eration, the Saftu, whose elected general secretary is Vavi, 
himself expelled from the Cosatu.

The founding meeting of the Saftu brought together twenty 
unions representing 750,000 workers. Other unions are in 
discussion to join the Saftu, a certain number have joined, 
which would make the Saftu the most important union 
confederation in South Africa.

1 May 2017, the Saftu organised meetings in the country, 
bringing together thousands and thousands of workers. At 

the podium of the Cosatu meetings, there were represen-
tatives of the ANC, and many militants spoke to openly 
reproach their presence. The Saftu has found an important 
and deep support in the working class of today. In its plat-
form, it poses the question of agrarian reform, the question 
of land ownership, it puts forward demands for economic 
transformation, it carries these demands of the Black ma-
jority that organises itself in the Saftu, against the preser-
vation of capitalist system.

There is another particularity in today’s situation. Tradi-
tionally, white workers have considered themselves as a 
labour aristocracy, organised in their unions. They were 
one of the principal supports for the apartheid regime. The 
white unions still don’t accept the Black majority in their 
ranks.

The Saftu has addressed itself to them to propose that they 
join it and defend the interests of the working class. But the 
traditional position of white unions has made it that they 
don’t want to join the Saftu.

How are you preparing the OWC?

We opened the discussion on participating in the 9th Open 
World Conference in the labour and union movement. The 
call has met with an important echo, as the African conti-
nent is ravaged by wars, and countries are breaking apart. 
For all these political and union militants of Africa who 
seek real solutions, this conference opens the way. The sit-
uation of the working class of African countries today isn’t 
solely reserved for the countries directly dominated by 
imperialism. The call for this conference shows what im-
perialism wants to do on the world scale, including in the 
so-called developed countries. The African militants and 
workers understand all the better what war and exploita-
tion are, because these two twin evils are in the process of 
totally devastating Africa.

What the call for the 9th Open World Conference says is 
that you, African militants, you aren’t alone, you share 
the same problems and the same experience as militants 
throughout the world. This is why it is important that, 
during this conference, we seek the common responses to 
common problems.
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